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WILDERNESS: 


0 R, 85 5 
The Buſineſs of a Chriſtian, both antecedane- 
ous to, concomitant of, and conſequent 


upon, a ſore and heavy Viſitation, repre- . 
ſented in my Sermons ; 


— 4 


: Firſt preached t to his own Family, wing under ſuch 
£4 . Viſitation; and now made public, as a Thank- 
offcring to the Loxp his Healer. | 35 


By SAMUEL SHAW, 
A Servant of Gon in the Goſpel of his Son. 
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# All the paths of the Lonp are mercy and eruth, unto 5 
'} „ ſuch as keep his covenant and his tffimonies,” "Phot. 25. 10. 


- Mala penalia non_funt vere mala: * . Bra, 
nimirum PRO; ducunt ad ſunmum Bomm, nimirum — 8 
Der; & erant in ſummo Bono, nimirum CHn13T0. S 


The evils of puniſhment are not truly evils: for. Wy 
flow from the chiefeſt Good, even God; * lead e — 
chiefeſt Good, the enjoyment of GopD; and are ol 2 ve 42 | 
the chiefeſt Good, even CunIST Iæsus. „ FUR Fe he | 
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ky of his attributes 20 mats belors | 
" the world, and endeavour that ſome inſtruction 
may accompany that aſtoniſhment, which from me 
and my houſe hath gone out and ſpread itſelf far 
and near. I will not undertake to make any phy- 
| fical obſervations upon this unaccountable diſeaſe ; 
nor to vindicate myſelf either from that great guilt D 
that is charged upon me, as if I were a © banere f N 
dove all that dwell in this country, or from thoſe 
many ſalſe and ſenſeleſs aſperſions, that have been 
daſt upon my behaviour, during this viſitation, much 
like Se we read of, Mat. xxviii. 1 3. but de freely | 
commit myſelf to him that judgeth e 
and pray with me pfalmiſt, Pfal. Irix. G. Eet 
* not them that wait on thee O Lord GOD ef 
. ö be aſhamed for my ſake; let not thoſe 
1 that "ſeek thee be confounded. for my ſake, 0 
* Gop of Iſrael ?“ Neither do I put rpoſely under- 
take 3 in this preface to reconcile the providences of 
e moſt wiſe Gop to his promiſes, or to falve 
hat ſeeming difference between the words of his 
7 3 and the language of his hands, between 
which I have only ſuſpected ſome kind of j jarr, but 
have experienc'd an excellent harmony; 3 —* In 
1 very faithfulneſs haſt thou afflicted me. Whence 
eriſe all thoſe uncharitable cenſures, with which-the 
afflicqed ſoul is apt to charge both bimſelf and his 
.Gad too? ſpring they. not certainty from theſe 
two grand cauſes, viz. a miſapprehenſion of the © 
nature of Gov, and of the nature of good and 
TH evil | ? let the ſtudious and pious reader, ſearch and 
” judge. If ever therefore you would on eftabliſh A 
in your minds in a day of affliction; 1. © Labour 
| Feng . 2 —_— concerning the narnre 
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#-of Gov.” ä — 
pebenfens of Gap, whereby your earbal. — bk 
do aſcribe unto Gon ſach a. Kink of i 1 
wards his children as you e 1 
indeed noway agrees to his nature. His good will! 
towards his children is a fold, r 
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« goed and evil.” judge not the goodneſs or 
evilneſs of things by their agreeableneſs or diſagres- 
ableneſs to your fleſh palate, or carnal intereſt; but 
by the relation that they have to the ſopreme Good. 
The greateſt proſperity in the world is no further 
good, than as it tends. to make us partakers . 3 
God ; and the greateft'afflition may thus: he . Poet kr A 


'good allo, But that by the by. My: defign — 2 5 "If 
juſtify and glorify infinite Wiſdom, * 
Goodneſs and Holineſs before all men. Oh bleſſsc 5 
God ! who makes a ſeeming dungeon to be indeed 
a wine-cellar ; who brings his poor people into a'wil- 
derneſs o ſer purpoſe there to le 3 
them ! Be of good cheer, O my foul: He hath taken a- 5 
way nothing but what he gave; and in lien of it 
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'e hath given thee that which ſhall never be taken 4— | 2 
way, the firſt fruits of life inſtead of thoſe whom”: 2 
the firſt” born of death hath devoured... Baff 27 
do I ſay devoured ? doth not chat truly Hrewt 1 E7 2.7Y 


day, which was truly lovely in thoſe darknges? 5 
Didſt thou, O my fond heart love beauty, Foeetnels, 8 fs 3 
* ingenuity: incarnate ? and canſt thou not love ir Rl © 

in the fountain, and enjoy it in a more immediate . I 
and compendious way? Thy body indeed cannot 54 
taſte ſetneſ in the he td, nor ſee "I" — = y 4 
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© my ſoul, taſte the uncreated goodneſs and ſweet- 


_ neſs except it be embodyed, and have ſome. mate- 


rial thing to commend it to thy. palate ? Be aſhamed 
that thou being a ſpirit as to thy conſtitution, art. 
no more ſpiritual. in thy affections and operations. 
Doſt thou with ſadneſs reflect upon thoſe ſweet 


miles, and that broken rhetorick. with which thoſe 


babes were wont to entertain thee? (1. Conſider 
duly what of real contentment thou loſt in 
loſing thoſe. For what were thoſe things to thy 
real happineſs? Thou haſt loſt nothing, but what 
it was no ſolid pleaſure nor. true ſelicity to enjoy, 
nothing but what the moſt. ſenſual. aud bratiſh ſouls 
do enjoy as much as thou. 02 Be aſhamed rather 
that thou didſt enjoy them in ſuch a groſs and 
unſpiritual manner - Art theu troubled becauſe any 
Fr intereſt is violated? rather be aſhamed that 
thou hadſt and cheriſhedeſt nd ſuch intereſt. 
Bur pardon me, courteous readers, this Agret⸗ 
five ſolilbquy ;. and now ſuffer. me patiently, whilſt 
1 ſpeak ſomething by way of Admiration, ſomething 
by way of Ge, and ſamerhing. * way 5 | 
Exhortation | 
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> Let me call upon men and angels to IR 
me in. celebrating the- infinite and almighty grace 
and 3 of the erernal and bleſſed. Go. 


5 wn id me to abide the day. of his o- 
ming, .to ſtand when he appeared, and made me wil- 
ung to ſuffer him to. ſit as a reſiner of ſilver in my 
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- Wits Cibducd me to, 1 | had almoſt fie, * _— 
me in love with this paſſage of the Divine Will. 111 - 
can remember, (alas! that I can ſay little more, but 
that 1 do remember) how my ſoul was oy 
yea and almoſt raviſh'd with the goodneſs, holineſs, 
and perfection of the Will of Gov ; and verily 
Judged it my happineſs and perfection, ' as. well as 
my duty, n an Be and bonne 
wy into it. | | 


| Was gave mea bud e and quick ſenſe 5 
of the plague of a carnal. heart, ſelf-will, and inan - 
: dinate creature - loves, conyincing me thay thoſe were 

infinitely worſe than the plague in the fleſn; ſo that 
I did more: Pity; than I could be pitied * my al. - 
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- of the devil, never * him. looſe ſo much as to 8 of 
his ſtrength upon my integrity, to drive me to a "3 
deſpondency, or to 13 uncharitable condiulionss con- _— 
rs. ſtate.” CCC — ll 
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1 1 more then ws, py: tas, 


— fas 
_ "the duties that ever 1 
tears brought me e ee 
-infight into myſelf, then ever the 
all duties and ordinances had done. When the Sun of 


righteouſneſs aroſe upon my ſoul, and chaſed away 


ul the miſts and foggs of ſelf-will, and--crenure 
_ Joves, then alſs did all black and diſimal fears, all 
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and vehement deſire to live entirely 


ee 

months ſecluſion, as to | Linder me of 2 — 
ſtudy, repaſt, devotions, or my neceſſary attendance 

upon my ſeveral: infected | |-adminiſtring - A 
to che neceſſities of my Lek. 'Theſe- enſuing diſ— 
courſes were en 3 which doth, at leaſt, 
argue, that, thro? grace, — hope 
difcompoſed, nor body” e 


Wnuo preſerved me and gave me not up to lt; 
For I judge that I was perſonally n l 
re enen nee.! 
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on and to bim- 

_ which IT account to be the only life of a ſoul, 
and only worthy: to be called a living. Grant me 

this prayer, O molt bleſſed and gracious Gop, for" 
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my thonghts, and words, and works, knoweſt that 
in truth- and ſoberneſs 1 publiſh theſe things to the 
world, not to advance: the of my own! 
fiily name, or to be admired of: my fellow creatures, 
but for che glory, of: y holy name, to beget u 
good liking of ſo gracious a Creator in all thy poor 
creatures, who / we: prejudiced agaiaſt ther and db 
holy ſervice, and to firengthen: the heart of thy. 
2 ow anne 4 
even in the greateſt extremities ; that than 
TS Corn Tn RR, 


Ji Bac 


þ 


| Fes 
* 7 


” % 
* I 
"Res 


7 


. - : 


3 
1 


+ adb dere eee a Wort e of. 
bass fow memorable paſſages, out of many; poſſi - 
bly they may be for the future, cho they ſhould not 
be for your preſent advantage. The Leap direct 
you to make a right application of them} ., 


9285 to the Den e of A 


» Do o. 


1. Ivo chankfllly: ind che gracious 1 
of N and -wiſe God, in that he had ſecretly - 
prepared my heart, tho at that time I knew not 
3 for what. 1 remember. thut for ſome 
r 1 had found a more than ordi- 

nary largeneſs and readineſs of foul; particularly, 
hae I had been ſtudying the excellent myſtery, and 
— frcking ont the ſtrengtiming marrow of that famous 


text, 1 John iv. 8. Go as Lovs; from whence; 
I had importunately preſt upon myſelf the reaſonable- 
neſs of complying ſweetly, chearfully, univerſally with 
[the will of Go, little dreaming then of the plague, 
Which was almoſt an hundred miles off me. Oh 
tent and merciſul Gop, who of old didſt male 
riham,” and yet makeſt his and thy children to 
ler ches, tho they hom not well ek 153 
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5 care my family in 
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— vanity sf mind, "this! rs thus: ae, e 
as clearly convince me of (methot * H Lk ? 
ſeen an hand-writing upon the wall. I am 

yet 1 will not ſtick to confeſs before all the wore”! 
(Gov grant it may be for the ſeaſonable aud effeQual' | 
warning of any)- that my vainer mind was ver- 
pleaſantly,” not to ſay eagerly, drawn out towards 
ſecular and worldly, however neceſſary, bra m1 
ments and concernments : and t thus I was rebuked, 
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- Uyon inetd; 1 nd that very 1 have been 
gullty concerning my children. I do not remember 
that ever any man reproved me for immoderate 
loving of them, or could for any indulgence that 
could be by human eyes diſcerned; bat oh! I ſee on: % | 
feel it as a ſword at my heart, that I loved them nao 
ſo purely, ſpiritually, and properly in Gov, asf 3 
ought to have done. *Philoſophy Will eaſily pro ove. 3 
it to be a more tolerable vanity to dote upota +4148 ö 


than upon a kingdom: but Chriſtian divinity” 13 
abundantly demonſtrate all ereature fondneſs tin 'U 
reaſonable and. ieee, A 
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- Tas ber Uh 90 1 will evond/ that be, th; "Sees 
difficult taſk that 1 found to maintain 4 right jumble, 
and a right chearful frame at the ſame timę: Oh hows; Wy 
oft and how long did 1 labour undef: this difficuleyF; => 
That ſenſe of -fin which was called: % 
tendernefs of beart, being overmuch ah 
ready at length to deſtroy that Largenel auhg-cht 
fulneſs of ſoul which was fo: much my d by... 
intereſt to maintain; and, on e | 
ſenſe of divine Wiſdom, Grace, and Love in 2 
Jes us being called in gs up the ſoul from Gok- 8 
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Woeas a fallacious 1 Sn 
f myſelf a While, wWhilſt I. cox Md fog, 1 deſired only to 


"To the Read, 


9 ee, Ae ra tanto 


- Horde thas it was in the waters. Beware, Chilſtians, 
and watch. diligently, . that godly ſorrow. do not 
_ ſettle into an ungodly, deſpondency and inconſolable 
heavineſs, the ſoul not being able to bear up under 
its own durden; and that a holy chearfulneſs and 
ſerenity do not evaporate into an unholy frothineſs 
and /forgetfulneſs of your infirmities, the ſoul not 
| heing able to page its own metal and motions. 
. 
I xxow 7 you nods willingly underſtand ſomething 
of the frame of my heart at that day, reſpective to 
my departure out of this world; you will beſt read 
my heart in the enſuing diſcourſe upon 2 Cor, v. 6. 


 which1 think was fetcht from thence. I ſhall there- 


: Kerri no more as to this matter; only acquaint 
Fou with one eminent experience relating hereunto. 
My mind, or fancy, or appetite (I know not well 
what. to call it) was ſometimes enditing in me ſome 
- deſires to live yet longer, I entred the liſts with 
this temptation ;. and when I had fairly and calmly; 


_ debated'the ground and teaſon of ſuch indications 
after many ſhifts and NN it came to this, E 


would fain perſwade myſelf, I was not yet holy 
enough: this: did immediately. conſent to, know- , 
ing it to be a certain truth; but that therefore 1 
wonld deſire to prolong m my. days. upon earth, this 
gil a wi of J pleaſed. 


live to be better: but after a apprehended a. 
fallacy i in his pretence ;. for the way. to. be perfect- 


eld in holineſs, is not living, butiindeed dying. Chri- 
F ſtians, if indeed your ſouls. be ſincerely an power 
* * e 1. . ning * 


of — 
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11 ver, Kc. us with good old Simeon, ey | 
ſeen Gov in the fleſh, ' defired- to go out of the 
fleſh, that he might ſow him more fully and beati- 
fically ;—* Now letteſt thou thy ſervant depart,” 

&c, I cannot inlarge upon this obſervation ;' 6 
poſe I have hinted enough to ſhew' thoſe pretences 

of many men, viz, that they wonld fair live to be 
more fit to die, to be, n dat a 15. 

of r and fel mene - I 
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Lavtuy, (that I be not over 5 1 * 
folemnly and fincerely profeſs before Gob, and - 
angels and men, that I was never fo much as in- 
clined to think hardly of Gov, or al ood and ho. 
, "becauſe of chis diſpenſation; but did then 
conſtantly and freely proclaim to all at came t 
viſit me, that fin, particular irly kehr will and Ku. 
al loves, are the worſt of plagues, and Holineſs the 
only happineſs of man; yea, alſlicted holineſs inf! 
Fg * be 5 oy e won wickedneſs, | 
guy Surren me, as a otichilivg of: th pres N 
Bes and as à reſult from all that I have feen 'and 
fifſered, to commend unto you a few excellent and _- 
neceſſary duties, H have much ado to forbear being - 
large here; but 1 have already yer therefurs: TS: 
I will wave thoſe common themes, of rememing ; 
your Creator betitzes, of harkening to the voice £ 3 
his word, beſt his rod ſpeak, of living in don? 
tinual prep! ſor death, of repenting nd re 
newing repentance, &c. and only end to 8 
or three things, which ſeem to me of inolf-exceſs 
lent and neceſſary nn rn pg „ petimuſq; tas. 
ede. vicifim. 5-12 aids Gro le ew . 
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| 7 o the Nawe. | 
ae enjoy all things in ag” -Adeaich 


| 5 2 "Goodneſs in evety. ereated excellency, and 
taſte a Divine ſweetneſs in every created comfort, 
' © how is the noble ſoul of man debaſed, pinched, 


eonſined by low and ſenſual loves, whilſt many 


men love the creature in oppoſition to the Creator, 
moſt men in competition with him, and almoſt all 


men in a way of ſeparation from N Oh baſe 
and degenerate affections! Let Cop be all things 
in your eye, ſo that you ſhall ſee, nor know, nor 
love, nor taſte nothing but him in the world. 
Deliver yourſelves. (Oh immortal ſouls, to whom 
1 write) from all thoſe low, and ſtraitning, and 


ſtarving creature loves, and long and labour to be 
filled with pure; and holy, and ſpiritual delights, 


ſuch 2s, the angels of Gop have, ſuch as the Sox. 
of God had, when be made it his meat and drink 
10 do the will of is Father. But this y ou will 
find more largely proſecuted and preſs'd in the laſt of 


| theſe following Aleonries 3 ; Therefore, pion 18 


2 ts 54 ty 2 TS : - ke ©4 N 31 


2 2.4% Liv 1 at * Please of Sc od 


590 4% maintain an amiverſal and hearty compliance with 


& his holy and perſect will.“ Believe it, vou will 


1 pever enjoy a firm and ieady peace, till you have 
committed all Jour wills and ways to. bin, and 


8 


98 .  vrapt. up all your. intereſts and ends in him, till 


Four hearts be conformed. to the heart of God, 
a0 her wills moulded into his will. It is a dif- 
| ference; of wills and ends, and a diſtibction of inte- 


8 +: app that beget all thoſe ragings ar ſtormings in 


the. bearts of men againſt Gop : mitie and thine do 


2 not only divide the world amongſt men, but divide 


men againſt Gop, earth againſt heaven. Take this 


for a certain and ONE aphoriſm, fa « the 
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 prind\interalt if, = ſoul is to — g uk 
ce be one with Gon: Communion of hearts, and 


wills, and intereſts; and ends, is that glorious fellows 5 


ſhip which a creature hach with irs-Creator 5.4 it is in- 
deed the intereſt and honour, the duty and dignity, 
yea the heaven and happineſs of the reaſonable 
creature. But ſomething to this purpoſe ”_ wi | 
find i in the firſt ne $0029) fie: e 


* » . & 0 45 * 
+ 4h 8 3 — - —4 no * 
1 7+ 95 : 4 : 


ag BESEECH you; Chriſtians; Subba to- 
ſay you have choſen Gon for your chieſeſt good, 
but © purſue after him. as ſuch, without grudging, 

and without cealing, longing to / be as much one 
„with him in a participation of divine Gs 3 
“ ons, as our created natures are capable Main- 
tain a holy, and ſecret Ar ing of ibubtotards this | 
bleſſed object continually, as · a thing moves towards 

its centre, as a foul ought to endeavaur to accom 
pliſn its on perfections: ſtand not gazing upon a 
heaven to come, but. labour. to draw down: all that 
peace, joy, love, purity, which heaven is, into 
Jour own ſouls, by growing up into the life of Go 
daily. Recken that yor are never ma- right t tem: 
per, Scept-vyuu be in David's temper, When I 
waited :for-God- more than they that watch fer 


„the mbraing,” when his ſoul broke for the longing: - , 


that it had unto him at all times. I fay not, that: 


you ſhauld 46d tooth for: death; 35 . + ſeems too, lows. RE = 3 


both word thing: look and live beyond 

6 de Uſting up your heads t . 

dau bits 'of the day of your: — 

be laying hold upon immortality and eternal. life :* 
Something to this purpoſe you will find mw 

EY de I refer YM; * : * 


1 » 7 = 
«$527 ; + Ads $4.5 a Of 184.4: Aer * 
. * 


* . ors 


Pet — 8 


n Pg 
- * 


n 4 = karen i as K * _ 

bo tes © 5 A 8 3 5 m_ - 2 * * 
9 e > R 7 5 * * 9 N - p 
* id 7 pf E758 = 46. 5 * 2 1 , 

: Ba EIS TEE s 

— ol bd * 7 
. 
* 
1 * 
* * . 


Ep nn l 2 
Wich, for the glory of my Go, I —— 
chat ſince, with Hezekiah, I may not go up to the 
houſe of the Loxp, to declare the goodneſs of the 
Loxp; yet I may leave ſome monument of it in 
writing, as he did, when he had been ſick, and 
was recovered of his ſickneſs. I will add no more, 
but entreat all ſerious and devout readers to magni- 
fs the holy name of Gon on my beh adding 
thereunto- their earneſt prayers to God: ke, viz, 
that the ſame fire that burnt up the ſtanding corn of 
my creature comforts may alſo happily. conſume” all 
the ſtubble of my creature delights and loves; that 
wy Gop would give me *a name better than of ſons 
<< and of daughters,” the bleſſed fruits of his SIR r 
inflead of the beloved fruits of the womb ; that T 
may for ever live under the moſt powerful influen⸗ 
ces of this diſpenſation; and that the glory of the 
Loxp may never depart out of the temple of my 


ſoul, as it en out of the temple made. with 
e N Al 3 5 


Now duch Gow of. 8 1 
gies 5 e eee eier 
71 | f "> If * / 
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Fe Diſcourſe on Amos 5 12. esa 
TO MEET dis e 0 ToRAEL, . 


+v, ©: 
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Dot. © That it 3 of God's people 

“to ſtudy a right behaviour towards him, 

7 and to converſe with him in the way of his | 
". Judgments. in 2 the time of ere, by 


1. That it is the unn at dury of man RY 
n God, N | FR rr eee OI 
K privilege of man fo 6. con- 
| verſe with 17 — wy dns IE 4 
3. The wel man is onerly badi and: 
ling to converſe with Gd. 
25 It is the duty of mag, in all ages of life, at.. 


-* converſe with God, 1 


2 
2 


0 


1 x 
„ 
A! 


and how it comes to con 
It is a complex act of the foul, | 
tertains God into itſelf, and 


. again to him, = 


. 8 tb. av. place; To. ſliew- particularly. how. we. are to. 


4 N 1 
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n Pact k 
The ways ln means of converling with b God, 
* Phe word: and ſucramę ts 37 2. Daajes, v. 
„Prvideneer; or, the whole Gags; 
in governing the workl, and * ge 
« | therein, «RS, 10 


EF 11 1531 That it. is the 1 ol. God's people 
to ſtudy | to converſe with him arigbt in a time 4 
ol aflickion "ot; 9 | 19 

1 : Three Reaſons thereof: : 1 42-42 od 
iſt, Becauſe then eſpecially it is hard to do it, 20 
We are tlie in eminent danger of being ta- 
ken off from it, and that by theſe means: 
1. Our ſenſes-ſet us at. work to converſe with 
-** 4, outward meats © [1 ls ol bb. 
2. The corruptions of: our 33 are then 5 
moſt apt to make war againſt heaven, 57 1 
3 Temptations aer deu come Woacen do 
withou e, 22 
ne reaſon, That it is a time vec we are moſt : 
apt · to think ourſelves excuſed from this duty, ib. 
gd reaſon, Becauſe then it is a time when there 
is more Tpecial uſe for, and need: of sch con» = 


— 4 


St 


Ee, verſe with God, W 91197 23 # 
; . 2 1. te give reſt to the foul; ied, Gt 
5 . to * cw 71 te che body, 9 2 8140 


1 11 2 


4 . converſe with God in aflliftions, ys ug. 2 5 
7% . Two ways of explainin 


8 
1 By e wing with what attri E bor"! 


. 2 IN we are to conv 9 57 


„ h. 15 ] OA what Sr of the foul d ;—Both brought” 


WS e 


"The, Go on „rung * 

f Pag. 
it, We i to 3 with the ee — 
; aud unlimited sovereignty of God, who doth - = 

what he will, 8 5 * 

1. The powerful ſenſe ol it de fence r- 9 
relling, Xe. © 7 WST 

2. And ſuppreſſes fell. will, 25 tad, SANT IE SF 2 * 

3. And begers Wasen in the ſoul. to1 ards 

God, rats 2810 
2d Converſe. wick. 2 perſoch and infinite 5 :. 
Righteouſneſs of God in ume of afflictions, 30 

A powerful: ſenſe of this ſhould make us Jnr 7 
ſible and ſerious, 3331 
It ſhould put us upon ſelf-examination, | 7,13 
And work us to humiliation: and 1 on, © 7 — 9 
an heart broken, &c. and a e „ 
healed. of its breaches, & c. 33 3 
I) Converſe with the Faithfulneſs of Gods; 'F\ 
which is exerciſed. in afflictionss, ö 31.135 
ithly, Converſe with the n and unſpot=; 1 
ted Purity of God; 38 
5 Converſe with the „„ of Ged., 39 
 Reverence that almighty and WM hae. . 
vour hearts, b - 40 
\ Reſt upon the fe ami ohty. _ > ts 
by, Converſe with the unſearchable = ink- DO 
nite Wiſdom of God; "eſpecially in ee, OP FM 
to his judgments, and our afflictions, 43 7 
For, 1. He knows . bee ere pee meaſure of ö 
| corredtion. we need, 3 oY 
We converſe with hid: £6 T, > wheat it begets-- | 
in us a friendly and charitable N . 2 
| wards ſeeond cauſes, cy 8 4 
N. 2 When it d in us a _ aan in, 1 
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ie . God knows « when, and how ben co deliver wa, 4 


rol, Converſe with the bs Goodneſs 
11 and Mercy of God, 50 
„„ -. Many caps believe the merey and kindneſs 
- of God in affliftions, 51 
Others believe this, but either they cannot 
- converſe with it, or dare not take comfort 
in it, in a time of afflictions, 53 
We converſe aright with the Love and Merey of 
God in affliftions; _ 
A, þ When we believe and apply it, and ke 71 
, the comfort of it, 55 
2. "Whew e deny ire and nn ses Gewa N 80 
RA page into our ſouls, to ſetile, & c. them, ib. 
Laſtly, Converſe with the infinite felf-uiclent iP" 
+ Fulneſs of God in a day of the greateſt ex- 5 


2 W tremity, e £1 36 pf 
| HIKES Fx A Particularly,— — 5 a 


8 ay: - By de a of creature denial, | . 
we Ry By aclighting yourſelves in God's en. 
. fufficient Fulneſs, * © | 62 


ve Exhort. Gaben with creature com- ; 
- + Forts in the time of afflition, 63 
Nor with creature cauſes, EO as 4: 64 
3 21 —— Nor with creature cures, creature relief, 66 
Vor vith creature loſſes, 167 
Wo 85 Vor with fleſh. and blood, e 6 
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conn Diſcourſe, A FAREWELL T6 „ 
O LIFE, on 2 Cor. V. 6. - Wulrsr W 8 1. b 
ARE AT HOME IN THE- 28 wE ARB 
ABSENT FROM THE LORD. FRED 


The connection opened, and e ee 5 | 2 
Un; ; An — 
DoR. © That even n the godly themſelves, whilſt 7 23 1 
oat they are in . this. body, are at a Aer - » + 

“ from the Lord,” explained, 78, 79 N 


we are Aantt hem God, as to that know- ep 
"ledge we ſhall have of him, 80 | „ 
. —As to that ſervice we ge to perform „ 
to him in this world, N 820 
. —As to communion with kim, © 04 . - nan 
1. The neceſſities of the body "hinder the „ 
ſoul's communion with God; 86, 87 - 
2. And the paſſions hinder this oY +, 5:6 0 1 
This diſtance appears by another way f 
explaining it, ariſing from the ſenſes, te 
appetite, and the fancy, ö 39-9 3 
fer. 1. We may ſee it vas for good reaſon TRY 3 
the apoſtle was willing to depart, go _ 


. Sec here the cialis ſpirit of true religion, 
An expoſtulation with Chriſtians about their | 
unſeemly temper, 


aut. Iſt, Take heed of fear for the body, 1 
1. Confider—how far fear of ſickneis and 575 
death may, conſiſt. with that ardent chirſt 7 1 
after union and perfect communleßt h ro ns SOPR 
"the bleſſed — which we * R. 


3 
* 


e poſh; I * How far it can. ſtand . 
- - with the ſincerity of a Chriſtian, 3 cx 
adh, Take heed of fondneſs of the body; 
1, Pride not. yourſelyes ! in, any 1 LET 
of the body, To 
2. Take heed of pampering the body, 8 
treating it too delicately, 8 bd 104 


f Sts, 1. Wateh againſt the body, ! 10g 
2. Live above the body, „„ 
3. Be content to be unbodied for a time, 107 

% 84. Long aſter an unbodied ſtate, 108 

XY 003; del be ol be the age Ae? an- 

. 4. ſwered, 110 

— Would you have us pray for: death! bows 

1 ſwered, ib. 

1 — Can the ſoul 3 for the deſtrugtion of | 

8 the body? anſwered, 23 

5 N we were ſure of intereſt j in : Chriſt ee. 
ee 155 | Ab. 
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Hind Dis THE ANG ELI CAL 
ETFE, on Mat. xXit. 30. —ARE LIKE I, 
THE ANGELS * ar .GOD. ix Heaven. . =. 


a, The glorified ſaints mal be. as the angels - 7 
of God in heaven, — 
„. Not in eſſence, 5 118 

| 2. Not wholly ſpirits without bodies, : th 

Nor, 3. Equal do che angels in ee ane 
glory, 9 
Adly, They ſhalt be: like we, 1. In _ 
DO : That is, | 
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G9). their readineſs to do the. ql 


2. Glorified ſaints ſhall be * unto the angels | 


7 "= Ba” * 


woe conrtuas 


; . 

(2.) As the angels. reverence nete 12 5 
jeſty, g AS = 1 20 
of 
7 ib. 


[1 &c. kf: te : 


(4.) In their. 998 and unnearied exe be 


.cution of the will of God, 


in their Way of living. Sat; f 85 nat 1 


ſe of reproof, 1. At the carnal conceits 
+ that many: Chriſtfans Have of heaven. 125 
. —— Againſt the groſs, low, ſenſual fe N 
| profes who yet hope to'be as the angels, 127 
This doctrine ſhould be a powerful conſide - 
ration to ages "ft in us the love of this anĩ- 
mal life, F 


2 SES 9 


2 i 

Labour to * tis ife on earth. Live Ny 

| upon God, Ol 3, Srl 136 

To explain this noble life more rticularly, 
7. Live not upon ſelf, e ray BJE;. 

Live not on any creature, N „ „ 4309” 

Live not upon ordinances, 140 

Let nothing ſatisfy you but God 1 kinda. 141 | 

. Converſe with are; in all your ſelf-excel- * 

leades, | Gn 142 


View yourſelves not in your particular be 
ings, but in the eſſence of God. Look 
on all as God's, — and enjoy it in him, 143 
Labour to enjoy grace only in CN Jeſus 
your head, 
. Converſe wh God, and live upon him in 
"the excellencies of all other creatures, 


„430 
. This may dis our forrow for the loſs 
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"+; Enjoy all 1 for God, 
E beſt two ways A 
Lig vert fr hm, 8 25 
(2.) Value no creature e Rarber 5 
than as it leads to God, ee 
2. Enjoy all things as partaking of him, * 
ig Taſte and feed upon the ſpecial love of | 
Bod in the creature, 149 
3: Ge with God, and live upon him in 
all ordinances, —and providences.  _ I56 
I 0 ſtrengthen this inference, - 
Learn thas way ee ee 
xa; to live far ever, 152 
Which is the nobleſt life we can live, and 1 0 
beginning of heaven. 15 
©: N. How can men on earth live like an- i 
gels? anſwered, - = 
5 ns can this animal life permit this? ? an- 


. e . ib, & 19 


| Motives to this "NE of livieg to God. 

The laſt enemy to be overcome is crea- | 1 
5 ture love, .T51 
V2. To live upon God in WE creature is to 
©. enjoy it in the beſt ſenſe, bb 

FM It is FE M. never to o loſe any ing. * 
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Propans | ro MEET THY Genz 0 ine, 
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N this 2500 of the Need the 1080 b . 


kons up the many fearful pla 1105 wid: 


from. time to time, he had aſſayed to reclaim 

this perverſe people, the ten tribes of 8 
ginning at the 6th verſe; but ſtill concludes] the 
lation with a doleful epiphonema, «Yet have ye. 
not returned unto me.” It is not my, bulindle” 
enquire into the ſeveral plagues, either the clear 
zaning of them, or the particular time when We, 
ok place or ended, nor into the impenitence 3 ick 
abbornneſs of the people; tho many uſeft things 
ght be obſerved from hence. But in 
ſion, becauſe none of theſe judgments had 5 re 70 
led upon them, Gop reſolves to trouble him 
f with them no longer, but to deſtroy them utter⸗ 

All that he had done to them in the l. 
not . therefore now he will caſt pn 


and 


v. * 8 ” ly SY of * 1 EM 


1 ab NY gy eng 


3 KY 00” 3 them out of the land, by the verdi 
3 i ſcourge of an Aſſyrian captivity : This threat- | 
5 ning he denounces in the ſecond and third ſes, 
„vill take you away with hooks, and your 
. ſterity with fiſh-hooks, &c.“ And after he ad 
"reckoned up the many calamities whereby he had 
fought to bring them to repentance, but .they re- 
pented not, and ſohad demonſtrated the equitableneſs 
of this final judgment, he re-aſſumes;the ſame threat- 
ning, and perſiſts in his former reſolutiom ver. 12. 
% Therefore thus will I do unto thee, 3” And then 
adds, “ Becauſe I will do-thus'unto thee, therefore 
4 prepare. to meet thy Gop, O Iſrael.” 

Wnulcn words may either be underſtood ironical- 
1y, by way of derifion of all their vain confidences 
and refuges ; and then the doctrine is, That there 
ig n landing before, nor Winz againſt, nor 
46 „ flying from Gop, when he comes to execute ven- 

© geance:” Which is an excellent truth, and of 
FE uſe. Or elſe the words may be underſtood 
ſeriouſſy by way of exhortation. The doubt ſeems 
40 ariſe from the ambjguous meaning of the word 
Mer: The word 19 ſignifies both to meet in 
a hoſtile manner; to aſſault, invade or grapple with, 
as a man meets his enemy; ſo it is uſed concerning 
David addreſſing himſelf to fight with Goliah, 1 Sam. 
xvii. 48.“ He ran to meet the Philiſtine ;” And alſo 

io meet in a friendly amicable manner, by way of 
unication, collocution, ſalutation or converſe; 

ſo it is uſed concerning Iſaac going to meet Rebekah, 
Gen. xxiv. 65. and concerning Gop's meeting of 

' Balaam to ſpeak with him, and impart his mind to 
him, Numb. xxiii.. 4. 5 take the word in the 
firſt. "ſenſe, then it is ſpoken by way of i irony or dee 
0, and ſo the n of the words * 


a * ; * o « 


,ropoſitior n kid an; = 
take the 2 in the latter ſenſe, then it is f 


, ſeriouſly by way of exhortation, | and lo the N 14 
5 Wh of them may be wrapt up into this. Nog: 2 2 I 
4 Docr. That it is the duty of Gop' s people Fn: Nj 


« to ſtudy a right behaviour towards him, and fo $2 1 
converſe with him aright in the way of his judg- . _ 
“ ments, in the time of their afflictions. ' And 
in this ſenſe I ſhall take them, and proſecute them. 
Beſides that general, unalterable godly frame and 
behaviour, which Gop's people owe to him as a 
ſtanding duty and indiſpenſible homage, there 1 
fome more elpecial behaviours and tempers w! 
they owe to him in ſpecial caſes, and are. duties 
pro hic & nunc, as the ſeaſon requireth. Particular | 
ly, there are ſome ſpecial behaviours required at our 
hands in the time of our affliction: And theſe both 
r Towards ourſelves, as fell. examination, „ felf- 
* judging, renewing of repentance, &c. 2. Towards 
men, meckneſs, compaſſion, inſtruting, warning, 
4 comforting, &c. 3. Towards Go, as we fhall fre 2 
© WM anon. An afflicted condition doth call ſor ſome 6 
th more eſpecial tempers and behaviours towards ur- 
ſelves and others; but theſe I am not to ſpeak unto 
from this text: It is the ſoul's meeting Gob, be. 
1G haviour towards him, converſing with him, that mmm 
I text leads me to treat of, and I ſhall not vary from — 
e: it. In handling of which poſition, I ſhall take this 85 
' gnethod. | 


— 


* 1. PREMISE ode things needful to be kno Wi 
95 concerning the ſoul” s converling with Gon: bor 
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Known, that tend to clear v up my why to 5 Hen 
. converſe with Gov.” +4 have read that it was 


Font to give to. the people, that they, ſhould ſingle 
Ont ſome one commandment, and exerciſe themſelves 


him a. kind of amends for. the breach of many 


generous ſpirit of true religion, do parcel out their 


24 votion ;. and inſtead of canſecrating their whole 


ſelves: people of great attainments, if they do but ere 
PU tye up themſelves to hearing twice a week, 
and prayer twice a day, and a few other acts of ell 
more ſolemn worſhip. Certainly this is a penuri- 


| f guy, the whole duty, the conſtant duty, of man is 


1855 ery 208: may * of him, that he * notſend 


- 


4 W ta * 5 4 : 


U. SE w what it is. for-a ſoul to converſe with 
55 3 and how it comes to converſe with him. 
IIII. Pov the doctrine, that it is our duty to 
converſe with Gov in the. way af his judgments. 
IV. SEW particularly, how we are to conver'e 
with Gop in the time of aflietions. 
V. Amr it. 
J. I SHALL premiſe ſome lug reedful to be 


— 


diſcourſe, NE 
1 PREMISE, | e That RY the great duty of: man 


x 


A common precept that the. Jewiſh doctors were 
very diligently in the obſervation of it, that there- 
in they might make Gop their friend, and make 


others. I, doubt it is a rule that too many pra- 
ſeſſors live. by, who not having the genuine and 


obedience into ſame little ſhreds of homage and. de- 


lives to G ape do content themſelves with ſome thi 
circumſtantial and light obedience, and think them-”" 


ou and needy ſpirit, much unlike the generovs, * 
le and free - born ſpirit of true religion. The va 


to. converſe with Go; ' commended. in Enoch by 
the name of walking with Gop,” Gen. v. 2 


+ 9 855 
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onhy "OE out 1 wich) Gon; ales turn or u | | 25 i 
: with him, but he walked with him three -bundred "= 
: years together; The ſame Goo calls for-froni Abra= '_ 4 
ham, under the ſame name, Gen. xvii. 1. Walk 
«© before me, and be perfect. But it is not only 
the command of GOD that makes this a duty: if 
de! there had been no expreſs commandment concerning | 
; it; yet were it the duty of every man, neceſſarily. ' 

flowing from his relation as a reaſonable creature. | 
As man is a creature, ſo he- mult needs live upon 
God; and as a reaſonable creature, ſo: he ought to 


mY live with him and unto him. Therefore hath GOD 
gle given unto man a noble rational ſoul, not only 
[ves chat be mighe talk and work, manage FS creatures, | 


and converſe with the world: but. that he might 3 
converſe with the Gep of the world, that infinite, = _ 1} 
bleſſed and glorious: Being. This is the very end 3 


any 

pra- of man's creation, as man, as a reaſonable ee 

andi bis was the end af his being created in the im 

heir GoD ; and when he was fallen e ene 
de vas the end of his redemption by Cum sT J=svs, 5 
holen chat heaven and earth might be Fobnciled, and 


ſome ! choſe that were far off might be brought nin. 

\em- in is a ſinking of the ſoul down to- ſelf and the nh, 

bar creature; and gedemption from ſin as n els 
eck, Nut a recovery of the ſoul into a ſtate of favour == = 
5 ellowſhip. with Ges: 80 that whatever is expreſſed . ; 


by faith and repentance, is contained in this o 


Se word, .converſe - with Go. It is the great, fe 

Tb br n and as-1 may ſay, the- nannt dy , . £ 

an. is e Wp ſoul. . x ; 3 5 

h-by I is the higheſt ;privilege of md e 
22 eee, man abòve the beaſt is i 2 DE 
FE riot 5 nd the 25 of man Wh that by is * of . . "= 
25 10 2 5 | A 3 1 
5 mY 

£ 0 4 F ne 


the 8 and infinite” Obo. N privileſs of 
reaſon is not, as too «many think, that it is capable 


of underſtanding arts and ſciences ; ; that it is capable 
of climbing up into the nature and courſe of the 


heavens, and diving into the ſecret depths of the 


earth and ſea, and the creatures therein contained; 
but in converſing with the infinite and gloriou 
Gor. How miſerably do ' vulgar ſouls abuſe 
noble faculty, who exerciſe it only in bc 
numbring, and ordering the poor concernments of 
the world and the body! Yea, certainly thoſe wiſe 
men, thoſe ſcribes, thoſe diſputers of this world, 
as the apoſtle calls them, who cry up this Faculty 
and glory ſo much in it, and yet do not exerciſe it 
about that high and eternal Being, do not con verſe 
with Gop in pure affections, and Gop-like diſpoki 
tions and converſations, but expend thoſe val 
 xreaſures of reaſon upon ſeerets in nature, ſecrets 
in art, ſecrets in ſtate, or any other ereated being; 
do enthral their own ſouls, which, they ſay are ſc 
free- born, and captivate and confine that noble prin 
_ [ciple, which they themſelves do ſa much magnify: 
for fin is certainly the great and only ſhame” and re 
proach of an immortal ſoul. And indeed theſe: me 
though they put their ſouls .to ſomewhat a mon 
noble drudgery, yet are really no more happy tha 
the vulgar fort, who ſpend the ſtrength of thei 
fouls about eating and drinking, plowing or. ſowing 
* keeping of cattle. : What difference, I pray you 
n point of. true happineſs is there, between bo) 
2 ee with pins and 9 and ofd mens hnggi 

| of baggs and lands? The nobleſt ſci- nces, 

. commands, the: moſt enriching es 

very toys in compariſondof true happineſs, : 

the \por drnghill-poſeſhons eee men : * 


Fe 44.8 Ki 
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MIO the: lich, A 3 the 5 
the world, that te up with an employment i in this 
world, and with a happineſs in themſelves, or in 
any exeature, do as much diſgrace their own ſouls, 
and as truly live below their own faculties, as he 
doth that knows no higher good than food and rai- 
ment, no higher employment than to toil all his 
days in a ditch. For indeed, as to all things but 
canverſing with GoD, man 2800 to be but equal, 
perhaps inferiour to the beaſts that periſh. Doth 
man eat, drink, ſleep, work? ſo do they. Doth 

man find any ſenſual pleaſure, which the beaſts do 
not „ as well as he? nay, the gormandizing 
emperor envied the crane's long. neck; and gthers 
have envied the more able and permanent laſts of 
the brute beaſts, becauſe themſelves have been inferior 
to them therein, and have enjoyed leſs ſenſual pleaſure 
than they. If any glory in their knowledge of 
natural and political things, I could inſtance in the 
ſtrong memgcy, great ſagacity, quick fancy, wonder- 
ful perceptions of many beaſts, and their ſtrange 
knowledge of many ſecrets which they never learnt + . | 
by books, nor gathered gradually by obſervations. | 
And as for man's. communications of. his notions: by - 5 | 
words and phraſes, I doubt not to affirm, that thexe 
is ſomething like to be found in beaſts and bieds'; | 
yea, that very beauty and flower of ſound; even 
muſick, which ſome men magnify ſo much; 1 more 
fairly. and ſweetly uttered by the ſilly bird at fis 
ſolitarly upon a bough, than by the quiriſters of e 
Pope's cathedral. '!. What ſolid prerogative wh TI 
naming remains to man above his ſello mcc Kür 
but his converſing with Gop; which We real x 
gion, and is indeed reaſon rectified, fn 1 "54 
ned, and boiled up into lin Pure nd 1 2 
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—_—_ a 3 "ak 
_ * \- fection ! Inſomuch that I have ſonietimes alt " 
1 that I never heard a more reproachful word ſpoken Wi 
concerning degenerate man, neither do I think that 
any thing can be ſpoken of him more ſhameful and a 
diſhonourable, than what the. [apoktle + ſaith of the a 
Henthes, Ephel. ü. 12. without Gop in the 
/ © world.” By: converſing with Gop in the world; 7 
is man truly raiſed-above — beaſts, and the godly * 
man above all other men. Nay, hereby is the h 
: godly ſoul advanced to the dignity-and glory of the ne 
holy angels, or at- leaſt to a parity of happineſs fel 
For it is this that is their perfection and glory, as 
{ we-fIhd. it deſcribed in Mat. xvii. 10. They 


ways behold the ſace of Gop.“ And thereſore 
 ourihleſſed Savrove doth affirm, that the ſaints in 
the reſurrection, who ſhall be raiſet, above all crea 
ture-communion, to live upon: Gon ſingly and em 
tirely, ſhall: be {g2z7£a%, equal to the angels of 
Gon, Luke xx. 36. In a word, this-is the moſt red 
heaven, ſetting aſide all circumſtances of place, & o. 
1 the perfect and proper happineſs of a ſoul, to ſee 
S -Gop, Nat. v. 8. to be like unto him, 1 John iii. 2. 
1 is converſe with the Farh RR; by the Sox, as our 
EE Savious hath told us; who beſt knew it, John xvii, 
4 3. This is life er to know thee the only 
bebe © „true Gop, and Jxsus Cunisr whom thou halt 
1 4e ſont.” By this it is chat Gon dwells. in the ſoul, 
and che ſoul in God, as we ſhall; ſee· hereafter, 
- _ andthe kingdom of heaven doth e enter inti 
| Every believer; - '1 . 31 1 
4 3. Tun natural” Paas is -uttctly es an 
« unable to converſe with GOD. An earth 
C mountain may as ſoon rife up to heaven by its own 
power and good will, as an earthly mind; and ſuc 
E | winds. are all natural and unregenernte: king 
"> | i 4 be? | nt« 


1 
p % 


| "AMER to. the Plagne. | . 4 
mted . before, is a falling from Gong: a linking of 


ah ne ſoul into ſelf, whether ſenſual. ſelf, or Pista 

* elf, and a. rivelling. of it up into the creature, ES. 
hat nd the ſinful ſoul is always, like a ſhadow, moving - "20 
nd pon the ſurface of the earth, and higher it cannot f 
the get, Rom. viii. 5. Would wu know what.is the Ran 0 


ipal object of a natural man's admiration, inclinati- 

dn, and ambition; the pſalmiſt will tell you, it is ; 
bme created good, Pſal.. iv. 6, 7. Will you know = 
hat is the difpoſition of the natural man towards -  Þ} 
he ſupreme and uncreated good; the apoſtle NMI 
ell you, it is-ignorance and enmity, I Cor. ii. 14, "= "ol 
Rom. vill. 7. * The carnal mind is enmity againſt +2 
© God.” This high duty of  converſing wit Ez 
od in a right manner. is - beſides; the temper of the .— 
icked man: never. any ſuch man did perform. it. 8 


t is a contradiction: a. wicked man converſing with 
— od is, as if one ſhould ſay, an ungodly man that 


s godly. But that's not all: this duty, is not only 
but of the,. hands of a wicked man, but out of his 
each too, neither can he know him, ſaith the apoſtle 
o the Corinthians; and again to the Romans, 


* 2-8 Neither can he be ſubject to him. Can two walk 
u * together, except they beagreed?ꝰ faith the ; prophet ; 


an man walk with Gon, converſe with God, ex- 


= ept he be- recanciled to him? and what: | | 

54 hut by a Mediator? ? what Mediator berween, Cen, | 

ON d man but CHRIST JEsus, who is a ter, 
J 


5 the Logicians call a medium participationis, who - 
Gon-man ?_In a word, ſome converſe with one 4 
ing in the world; and Hane, with another, a8. L 3 
oted before; but all converſe tally ind pan; > 
y with the creature, that are not 855 b 2 
race, reconciled by Ch aisr. 
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1 « at all times, and in all places and conditions, to 
certain, conſtant duty, ſpringing up out of the ve: 
ry nature and natural will of God, and out of the 
very nature and relation and capacity of the rea- 
ſonable ſoul, binding ſemper ad ſemper, as the 


nor diminution. There *is no time wherein it is 


unto cares and exploits, nor old age to pains and 


or marry, or manage the affairs of the houſe or of 
tte field, all ſhould be undertaken and carried on in 
+" way of converſe and fellowſhip with Gov; 


under the pain and grievances of decrepit age, til 


We ought continually to endeayour to walk in fob! 


far as may be in a feeling conyerſe with him too. 
Holy Devi vitneſſes of. himſelf, that the fear 0 


ppp * . - ” 
— 7 6 N 
1 * * 
= © 4 — 
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4. 1 17 is the duty of man in all ages of le, 


% converſe with Gop.“ It is a neceſſary, natural, 


ſchoolmen ſpeak: and admitting of no diſpenſation 


not a duty, or wherein it is leſs a duty than at an- 
other time; however, we are apt to give to our. 
ſelves many relaxations from it. The firſt fruits, 
nay, the very early buds of the tender ſoul, and o 
the ſpringing faculties, theſe are due to Gon, and 
ought to be dedicated to him, Eccleſ. xii. 1. **Re 
5 member now thy Creator i in the days of th 

« youth.” Manhood is not allowed ſo to attend 


griefs; as to neglect converſe with Gop: but whe- 
ther young men build or plant, fight or ſtudy, work 


whether old men fit, and muſe and meditate, or ly 


it ought to be in the Lox D. Neither doth this du- 
ty admit of interruption, no more than of ceſſation: 
There is no diſpenſation given us from this duty, 
as in no age, ſo in no hour of our life. As we 
cannot live a moment out of Gop, ſo neither ough 
we to hve a moment without Gop in the world: 


ſervience to, and converſe with Gop, yea, and : 


Gol 


continually with: thee,” | The like is recorded of 
zany other Hants both in the old and new teſta- 
ents, concerning whom one may well ſay, as the 
ueen of Sheba concerning the ſervants of 12 
d with much better reaſon, 1 Kings x. 8. Hap- 
py are theſe thy ſervants,” (O Loxp) « which: 
ſtand continually before thee. Neither is it the 
ity of ſome few men, who have the greateſt know- 
dge, or the moſt leiſure ; for it ſprings out of the 
ation of a creature, and out of the very nature 
the rational ſoul: ſo that no ſoul of man is ex- 
npted from it, however many ignorant and profane 
rſons live rather in a profeſſed independence upon 
op. Neither is it a duty only upon ſuppoſition. of 
iſure and freedom from worldly buſineſs, as ſome. 
her things are, but is equally incumbent upon 
ince and peaſant j upon him that ſits in his cloſet, - 
id upon him that plows in the field: yea, they + 
t go down unto the ſea in ſhips ought to go up 
to heaven in their hearts, and not only to con- 
ſe with the clouds, which they often do, but a- 
ve them too. A hand full ag earth, and a heart 
Il of heaven, may well [ſtand together: for as this 
ty juſtles out no honeſt buſineſs, ſo neither ſhould 
elf be juſtled out by any. And as this high and 
cellent duty agrees to all ages, and times, and 
rſons, ſo it agrees to all conditions too: poor 
n think that rich men may well do it, and rin 
en think that poor men had need to do it; pro- 
rity thinks it hath · better things to mind than Aa 
op, and adverſity knows it hath worſe. things, but 8 
A ng | 
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him, and poverty hath enough to do to bear up un. 
der its own burden; learning knows how, but will 

not; + ignorance 'fays it would, but knows not hoy, 
But, notwithſtanding all this huMing,, .the obligation 

to this duty ceaſes not: none'ſo high as to be abo 
it, none ſo mean as to be below it; for rich and 
r, high and low, learned and unlearned, prince 
and peaſant, though they are divided anongft them- 
ſelves by punctilios and leſſer differences, yet they 
are united in one univerſal being, meet in'one and 
the ſame centre, agree in the common capacity of 
reaſonable creatures. As religion hath an intereſ 
and a coneernment in the whole of the converſation, 
according to that of the apoſtle, Phil. iii. 20. Our 
« converſation is in heaven;“ fo alſo hath it a room 

in the eonverſation of every man in every capacity! 
no relation, condition, action, change is exemptet 
from the powerful influence thereof: So the apoſtt 
deſcribes himſelf, by his living in all good conſci. 
6. ence before Gow” all along, Acts xxiii. I. and by 
bis exerciſing himſelf in this thing, * to have al. 
eye a conſcience void of offence towards Gov 

<- and towards men, Acts xiv. 16. 
Now the 5th ſtep in order would be that «1 
is more eſpecially the duty of Gop's people to 
c ſtudy to converſe witli him aright in the way of hi: 
<-judgments.:” Which is the doctrine itſelf, which 
| 1 muſt not come to confirm, till J have ewe d, ac 
cording to my promiſe, in the 2d place, what i 
3 "122 Win for: the ſoul to converſe with Cop, and Bow it 
„ comes to converſe-with him.“ 
Nor to name thoſe too low and improper notion 
«+ that men ordinarily have of this high and ſpiritud 
| matter, converſing with Gop, to ſpeak properly 0 
Ws is 4. act of the ſoul, whereby it en 
* oy tertai 


c tertains b into kiel, Ds ul backs. 


c again to him; receives impreſſions from him, 
W. nd gives up itſelf again to him; is firſt filled with 
ion im, and then empties itſelf into him. - You _ 


onceive of it after the ſimilitude of a plant, that 
s influenced by the benign beams of the ſun, and 
thoſe beams ſpreads itſelf, and in the virtue and 


he ſimilitude of a river, that is continually filled 
ith the ocean, and is continually emptying itſelf 
to the ſame; TXvToTs TANWPETHL X; TAVTOTE Kg» 
his ſeems to be our Saviouk's elegant alluſion, 
ohn 4. 14. where he compares a divine and godly. 
rinciple in the ſoul to © a well of water, ſprings: 
g out from God, and continually boiling and bub=-. 
ling up towards him,“ ſpringing up into everla- 
ſting life h or you may conceive of it after the 


age. that it receives : for indeed the brightneſs and 


ine as a light in the world, is nothing but a re 


F men have nothing of their own to glory in: for 
ey behold GoD, but it is in his own light; they 


ach ſtampt his own image upon them : And fo they: 


ve, communion and delight, as David did in an- 


ritudMbis is indeed the trhe and noble converſe and come 5 
ly union with Gop, wherein the life of a godly mam 
it en atinitely-:advance® above the life of all other wen 2 


rta 


U * 


ower of them grows up towards heaven: or after 


ailitude of glaſs, . which receives the image of 
im that looks into it, and reflects the. ſelf-ſame i- 


eauty of holineſs, | wherewith a godly ſoul, doth, 


ion of that light and brightneſs wherewith the 3 
ATHER of lights ſhines into it. And fo the beſt 


ve him with a love which he hath ſhed abroad in 
ir hearts; they are therefore like him, becauſe hne 


FP 


uſt needs acknowledge, concerning all their acts of... $ E Me 


her caſe, * Of thine own we offer unto thee $3 7 1:50 
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and indeed doth nearly reſenible the life of a 
Their life is deſcribed in the holy ſcriptures by 3 
ſeeing of Gov, a beholding of him face to face: 
which we muſt not underſtand of a naked idle ſpe- 
.culation, but of a real aſſimilation, ariſing from the 
divine impreſſions made upon them; a beholding 0 
him, ſo as to be changed into his image. And ſuc 
is a godly man's life, ſpiritual life, his life of co 
verſe with Gor, conſiſting in a Parricipation of 
Gov and of his grace, and a holy reciprocation or 
reflection of affections to him: which are indeed 
two diſtin& acts, tho' originally ſpringing from the 
Fame fountain: far the love wherewith the ſoul love 
God, is itſelf an efflux from him; for by lovin 


us, he inſpires a Jove into us; and by influence 


from Gop, we become Gon:like. Bug this con 
verſe with Gop is not only by che gpreſſions o 
goo Ineſs from God, and 2 ws of love a 
delight towards him, but is alſo ſeen in the variou 
acts of the ſoul, according to the various impreſſ 
ons which Gov makes upon the ſoul, and ſuitabl 
"tv the various occaſions of life: fo we converſe wit 
Gov by acts of fear, reverence, joy, conſiden 
: {elf-reſignation, and the = : 


Now. becauſe we are in the body, and 0 canno 
converſe with -Gop ſo purely, - ſpiritually and imm 
diately, as the angels i in heaven do, therefore it hat 

pleaſed Gop to appoint unto man ways and me: 
it, converſing with him, wherein he hath oc 
to communicate himſelf to the ſoul, and ſo to dra 

rth reciprocal acts of love, fear;” reverence, con 

Midence, reſignation, dependence, and delight out 
"he ſame ſoul towards himſelf. Now - theſe way 
1 means * e to three _ Do 


— 


e ibo. indeed the rar - al 
Gr{t may be contracted into one. i 
1ſt, I wrt, ſpeak a word or e e 1 
lch as che word and ſacraments, for I ſhall name 
no more but thoſe wwO. The preaching of the word 
is a way in which Go doth uſually meet = foul, - 
Fo communicate life, 1 Pet. i. 23, light, Pſal. xix,- 
warmth, Luke xxtii. 32. growth, 1 pet: the 2. 
And the foul- doth anſwer” theſe impreſſions, as in 
water face anſwereth to- face, by the acts of faith, 
love, joy, meek neſs, and holy reſdlution. So al- 
ſo the adminiſtration of the ſacraments is 2 v 
wherein Gop meets the ſoul, and commu 
is love, ſweetneſs, fulneſs, goodneſs, ſtrength and 
vigour, to the ſoul ;- and it reflects upon him in the : 
acts of hol 1 complacency: and e, den, 
and dependence. 

1 DvT1Es, theſe are alſo. ways. of 8 | 
vith Gop; ſuch- as confeſſion; petition, thankſgi-- wi 
ring, conference, ſinging, meditation, obſervation 
In all which GOD impreſſes ſomething of himfelk 
upon the foul, and draws anſwerable affections of 
> ſoul unto. himſelf, as might appear in the parti- 
ular explication of them; but that would be too * 
nuch a digreſſion. Only 1 will here note by the 
ay the miſtake of many low ſpirited Chriſtians, 
#ho know no other converſe with Gop than the 
dare performance of theſe things: this they count the 
rery top-ſtone of a- Chriſtian's perfections, the very 
lower of the ſpiritual life. But alas! this is a groſt 0 
iſtake: There i is, ſure, ſomething more fweet, fin 
FOury, - ſatisfactory i in the ſpiritual life, than the -dry = II 
luty; there is marrow in the bone, or elſe a holy _— 
oul would'not covet it with ſo much fer our. Con: b : 
erſe with G0oD in . is a ſpiritual, 'favoury,  _ 
. „ bGlling -.- '' vt 


y 


* 


him, nor bare thinking of Gop that advances the 


lüht, and the empty places thereof filled with his 
divine love, and the low and languifhing affeQions 


4. Then doth the ſoul converſe with Gov in me 
ditation and prayer, when the Sriztr or Gov 


it with the kiſſes of his mouth; and the ſhaking 
foul _ itſelf — ſettled, the doubting 


the ſoul converſe with Gop in duties, when the 


inſinustions of his almighty grace; when Gov 
| draws, and the ſout runs: He puts in his finger by 
the hole of the door, and the very bowels of the 


_” ne to WO Pfr. ON 


Ming enjoyment, diſtin from the duties hens 
© ſelves. This muſt needs be, except we will attow 
td wicket and hypoeritical men the” fame dainties 


rhat the moſt fanctiſied ſouls ſeed upon, and ſay chat 


the children's bread is commen to the dogs as well 
as them. The ſoul doth not converſe with Gov in; 


duties barely when it prays, or meditates ; for even 


godly ſouls themſelves do many times find Vttle conf 
_ verſe with Gop in theſe, viz. wheñ the ſuſpends 


the influences of his graces, or their hearts are clog- 
ged or cloyed with earthly objects, or otherwiſe in- 
diſpoſed and ſhut up againſt him. It is not ſpeak- 
ing/to Gop that brings the ſoul really nigh unts 


ſoul into the excellent ſtate of feeling converſe: with 


him: even prayer itſelf may prove many times ani 
empty ſound, © vox & præterea nihil; and medi- 


tation, that moſt excellent and genuine offspring o 
the ſoul, may prove a poor, dry and ſapleſs ſpecu- 


; It is not enough to ſet up the fails, but 
there muſt he alſo wind to fil them. But then doth 
dark places thereof become filled with his divine 


thereof are raviſhed and revived with the powerful 


ſoul are moved for him, as it is deſcribed, Song v. 
moves upon the face of the waters, when he [kiſſe: 


fon 


q mr OOTY LEFT * 
be 3 2 ny N 2 
WL Oe” l * 


d -— 7 . EA I: Ex, . - «X 8 4 
6 n E 
. ke RN IO * f Mo. es, IT hy k 
FL - N 4 n 
* 
2. e 6% hs . * 7 


for eſtabliſhed; the, frozen heart Manda: 9 bar KY f 
nummed 88 varied; the ſcant and contracte 
ed capacity of it enlarged and wonderfully viden d, S 


and its ſlow and ſluggiſh motions quickned into a 
lively and chearful compliance with, and purſuit of 
the ſupreme and ſelf-ſufficient Good: when the ſoul 
finds its legs to run after. that glorious object which 
is preſented to it, lifts up its hands to lay hold u- 
pon the ſtrength, the falneſs, the faithfulneſs; the 
Cuxisr of 60D; and bearing up itſelf upon the 
wings of faith and love, flies out ts ſeek its reſt 
and happineſs; and no longer envies the birds of 
the altar, for itſelf enters into the holy of holies, 
and thro' the arms of its MEDIA Tron throws itſelf 


into the very heart of GOD. In a word, and that 


ſhall be the word of Gop, then doth a ſoul con- 
verſe with. GoD in duties, when with open face 
«© beholding the glory of Gon, it doth not only 
admire it, but - itſelf is changed into the ſame 
image, from glory to glory,” 1 1. e. from _ 
to grace, 2 Cor. iii. 

3dly, Proviozd. theſe are Socher w * 
wherein the ſoub converſes with Go. No- by 
Providences we mean in general the whole work 

of Gov in governing the world, and all things 

* therein,” And ſo. indeed a religinns enlarged 
Sq a mind free'd from particular pinching cares, 
low via ſelfiſh ends, converſes with God in behold- 
ing and obſerving God's ſettled courſe of governing 
the world. The whole heavens, earth, and ſea, and 
the admirable order kept up in them, do teach the 
knowledge of Gor, and draw up the contemplative. 
foul. into an obſervation and admiration of him iir 
them, and the pious ſoul longs to find ſome. impre- 
_ made upon itſelf by all theſe, and to bes ect, 

_— Wh 
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] with Cop theredws It is not content with a bar 


1 ation, but its meditation of God in theſe is 

: to it, as David's were, Pſal. civ. 34. Parti» 
y, Gov's Providence towards mankind; as it 
doth moſt livelily expreſs his infinite love, Juſtice 
and wiſdom, fo we ought te converſe with him 
therein, and in all the' changes of any kind that be- 
fal man in the world, that befal all the kingdoms 
of the world, the four great monarchies of it, and 
all other ſubordinate dominions, more eſpecially in 
all the mutations that befal the church of Gov in 
the world, and all men of all ſects and forts there- 
in, but moſt eſpecially ourſelves. Labour to con 
verſe with that infinite mind, wiſdom and under- 
ſtanding that ordains and orders all the changes tha 
befal yourſelves. Now, our converſing with God in 
the ſeveral changes that befal us in the world, is in 
general by endeavouring to ſerve the Providence o 
God in every change. The Providence of Gop 
ſerves itſelf even upon wicked men, and upon all 
creatures that do leaſt underſtand it; but a. godly 
man only knows how 'to. ſerve the Providence o 
Gov in the things that befal him: he hath no pri. 
vate ſelfiſh intereſt of bis own, but counts it his in- 
tereſt chearfully and faithfully to ſerve the will q 

GoD, to be what Gop would have him be, 
pe without that which GOD would have him s 
Want, and to do what Gop would have him do. 
Every wicked foul in the world fets up ſome trade 
for himſelf, and drives on ſome particular ſelfeinte- 
reſt diſtin from Gon : but a godly ſoul counts it 
his greateſt honour and happinef: s to be nothing jn 
himſelf, nor for himſelf, but is wholly at the beck 
of his Creator; and, looking upon all his intereſt: 
as being bound up in God, is ſolicitous n 
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eie We ſerve the will of Gop in his generation. 
So the life of holy David is deſcribed; Acts xiii. 
36. David in his generation having ſerved, the 
de will of GoD;? i. e. the Providence of Gon, 
ſay the Dutch annotat. tranſlating the words in this 
order. A good man eying nothing but the great 
and bleſſed Gop in the world, and knowing that 
he was not made for himſelf, but for a higher good, 
is only ambitious to- be ſubſervient to that infinite 
and ſovereign Being; herein imitating his bleſſed 
SAVIOUR, who lived not to do his own will, but 
the will of him that ſent him, John vi. 38. and a- 
gain, to. ſeek the glory of him that ſent him, John 
vii. 18. In a word, he leoks upon himſelf, not 
as in himſelf, but in Gov,. and labours to become 
dg Ts TH Tcyos, Wholly Gop's, and to live in the 
world _ an inſtrument im the hands of him that 
worketh all things according to the counſel of his 
own will. That in general, for the converling with 
GoD in all · kind of changes in general. 

Now theſe changes are reduced to rwe heads, pro- | 


ſperity and Adverſity. In the firſt of theſe it is our 


duty to converſe with Gop, and not with the crea- 
ture comforts which we do enjoy from him, as one 


might ſhew at large. But I am to ſpeak of the lat- 


ter, and to: ſhew how we ought to converſe with 
God in that: but firſt I muſt demonſtrate, that it 
is aur duty to do it, which was the 3d thing I. pra- : 
miſed, viz, © To ſhew that it is the duty of God's: 
” « people to ſtudy to converſe with him aright in the 
Wo; y of his judgments, in à time of affliction.“ 
And here, I hope, I need not be at pains to prove 
by Scripture, that beſides the general buſineſs of, a 
Chriſtian's life, ſome particular and more eſpecial 


nn are required « him in an Ro 
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of it, and ſo paſs on. It is eſpecially the duty of 


c 2 . 


therefore we ſhould then eſpecially labour to purſue 


after, and converſe with phyſicians; - bodily wants 


the news that he longs to hear. Call upon the poor 

pined beggar to ſeek relief from Gor, te converſe 

with him; alas! he finds ſuch a faintneſs in hö rea 
limbs, fuch a gnawing of hunger, ſuch a reſtleſs ap- 

petite within himſelf, that he can groan out nothing, 

but, Oh that one would give me bread to eat! In taug 

- word, the ſoul is more naturally addicted to mindiſſafte 
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all in grant it ſure: beſides, by that time T'ſhalf 
have declared what they are, I ſhall not need to 


prove that they are. Therefore, for the preſent, I 
ſhall content myſelf-to give in three or four reaſons 


God's people to ſtudy to converſe with him * 
in the time of afflictions: 
1ſt, Bzcavss „ then eſpecially it is hard to do 
it.” We are then very apt to be taken off from it, 


it, and perform it. We are then in eminent danger 
to be taken off ſrom it, and that by theſe means: 
1. © Ov ſenſes do ſet us on work to converſe 
„ with outward means,” which whilſt we attend 
upon too eagerly, we neglect and forget Goy. This 
might appear by an induction of particular afflictions; 
but that would he too long. I will only inſtance 
in one or two for explication. The fickneſs and 
painedneſs of the bedy calls ont the mind to ſeel 


call us to ſeek after bodily ſupplies: and ſo al 
kind of diſtreſſes call out the ſoul to ſeek creature 


relief. Call upon the fick and Jangaiſhing patient; MiſWor 
440 call upon, and hang upon divine help, to com Not 
'verſe with Gop; alas! he hath enough to do te rea 
attend upon his [pains and pangs : tell him of eaſe, ver 


of recovery, and he can hearken to you, for that's 


2 body to which it-is joined, ora the Gop that 
Joins 


« ? 


4 len fo the” Plague, at. 
oined it to ckat body. Hence you may G 


to eo things by the way, viz. 1. The reaſon hy 
10 few perſons repent in time of ſickneſs ; the ſenſe 
ns 


ſon why ſo few poor people; who are evermore con- 
fitting with the neceſſities of the body, do not at 
all mind the concernments of their ſouls: The 


hearts than all the words and works of Gop, S0 
at as health is the beſt time for repentance, fo it 
ſeemeth that the beſt _—_ to teach the. yu. is to 
grape thinks, - : 
© THE corruptions of the bored are then 

moſt apt to make war againſt | heaven,” This is 
e opinion of him who knows the temper of man 
oo well, Job i. 1 1. © Put forth thine hand againſt 
him, and he will curſe thee to thy face.” And 
am perſwaded that the devil acts much by this 
pbſcrvation ; which makes him endeavour all he can 
to make many good men poor, thinking thereby to 
make them leſs good, tho' the wife and merciful 
Gop wonderfully prevents him. For indeed the | 
ſoul is ſo naturally tender of the body, that it is 
loth Gop himſelf ſhould touch it; if he do, it is 


> toß ready to fret and ſtorm, and fly in his face. Con- 
eaſe, Wſverſe with Gop ! faith the wicked king, why ** this 
nat evil is from the Lox p.; what ſhould I wait upon 
poor BF the LoD any longer! * 2 Kings vi. 33. There 


are many corruptions of the ſoul that are moſt 
ready to clamour againſt God in a time of affliction, 
s fear, anger, unbelief, yea; and ſinful ſelf. love 
: nd creature-love, an affection that can never be 
, to converſe with Gop, yet will go crying 
after him, when he takes away any: darling from it, 
as Phaltiel went crying after his wiſe, or rather 
r | crying 


of ſickneſs drowns the ſenſe of fin, 2. The re 


xigencies and ſtraits of the body ery louder in their 
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8 crying againſt him; as Micah cried againſt the mef 

4 2 of Dan, . ſaying, 6c Ve have taken away my ods 

| „and are gone aways and whas have 1 more d 
Judges xvili. 24. 

N — do en come dtrongel. 

& from without,” Then it is the devil's, time to 

- play his game: What, put up this reproach ! wha T 

wiu.ill you fit down with this loſs! up and reveng 

* thyſelf. He that knows ſo.well the temyer-of man's 


| heart ſo ready to curſe Gop when: Jn; ek 0 
, bim, Job ii. 5. will not fail to touch the | DI 


and tempt it to curſe him indeed, Job ü. 9 at 
* Curſe. Gop and die. 01 
Tur 24 reaſon why we onght eſpecially | to Rudy ut 
to converſe with Gop in the time of afflictions, i 
— that is a time wherein we are moſt apt t or 
„think ourſelves excuſed from this duty, as if i 
were allowed us in our extremity to forget Gon, 
and mind ourſelves only: and that not only in re 
ſpect of thoſe bodily ſtraits and diſtreſſes, which 
named under the laſt head, but in reſpect of our own 
paſſions. - When the afflicting hand of God is upon]Wd : 
us, preſſing and grieving us, and taking our beloved 
_ comforts from us, we are apt to indulge our ow! 
private and ſelfiſh paſſions, care, fear, ſorrow, com. 


plainings, &c. yea, to think we are in ſome ſenſe o b 
allowed to indulge them. How. . willingly do ve hit 
ſufſer ourſelves to he drawn into a converſe: with! 1 
ourſelves, - to be contracted, as it were, into our 
felves, and ſuffer ourſelves: to be carried down the ug! 
ſtream of our own paſſions, which at other time 3 

we ſhould think it were our duty to reſiſt! Even cl 


the heart in naturals draws home to it in à time 0 
danger the blood that was diſperſed abroad in the n p. 
n it were to · defend itſelf: ä h 
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nd we are apt to think ourſelves exeuſeable too in 


reſſed Gl, as he did Jonah, Doſt thou well to be 
areful, fearful, ſorrowful, querulous, becauſe of 
eſe eflitiont, loſſes, diſtreſſes that that are 

ee? it would go nigh to give him the ſame anſwer, 
do well to be ſorrowful, yea, and to refuſe to be 
omforted. There ſeems to be allowed us ſome 


ow far they are lawful, I will not now diſpute. 
ut ſure T am, that if ſuch be allowed ns, they muſt 
ot be wild extravagants, wandring without the 


aid the reins upon the neck of the ſoul, and given 
leave to indulge. itſelf in what paſſions it would 
or a. certain time, as the daughter of Jephthah was 
lowed to go whither ſhe would, wailing upon the 
ountains for two months. We are never allows 
d any paſſions or affections, ſure, that do not com- 


bmiſſion thereunto : But whatever they are, I find, 


it many paſſionate outrages; and indeed the beſt 
f men are too prone to ſuſpend and interrupt that 
vely and feeling converſe with Gop, which they 
ught to maintain eyen when they ſmart molt.” 

3. Bxcavse then is a time when there is ord 
eſpecial uſe for, and need of ſuch converſe with 
Gop.” And that, 1. To give reſt to the foul. 
n proſperity men forget Gop, and yet make a 


ere formerly beſtowed here and rho to ere | 
em - all about- itſelf in a time of fore affliction. 


> doing: ſo that if Gov himfelf ſhould aſk a di- 


atural affections in caſe of extreme affliction; which 


ounds of religion and conſcience, as if Gop had 


ly with the will of Gep, and conſiſt with our 


hat under the pretence of thoſe, ſome men are apt 
o be carried unto ſtrange inordinacies, and com- 


d ſeme kind of reſt in their 1 155 
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| friends, employments ; j ſome take comfort in 
cups and companions, and indeed all are apt to: Gag 


a contentment in creature-enj joyments. But, in 
time of great affliction, all theſe are gone, or a 


: leaſt have no favour in them; and where ſhall th 
weary ſoul find reſt then? Then there's no ſh, 


of reſt but in Go alone: when all other le. 
fail, then either catch hold of God or fall. Ther 
is now nothing left to give any ſettlement .or con 
tentment to the ſoul but Gop alone : and in hin 
there is eaſe to the ſick, reſt to the weary, ſettle. 
ment to the ſhaking, contentment to the trouble 
Chriſtian, Therefore converſe with Gop in the 
day of greateſt affliction ; which is the ſame cou 
ſel in effect with that of our SAV10UR, Mat, xj 
28. Come unto me, all ye that labour and: 
« heavy laden, and I will give you reſt,” 2. Ther 
is need of it, te give relief to the body alſo. 
And ſo converſing with God, in a right mannes 
is the beſt policy, the. ſureſt way to recovery, and 


| relief. See. what a ſpeedy cure there is in it, Pſa] 


Xxxiv. 5, 6. They looked unto him, and wen 


„Jightned, and their faces were not aſnamed.: Thi 


& poor man cried, and the Loxp heard him, and 
& ſaved him out of all his troubles.” In vain i 
converſing with friends, phyſicians, | counſellors; 
in 'vain is all creature converſe without this: no 
reſt to the ſoul, no caſe to the Holy; in time 
afflition, without converſe with GOD. 80 thats 
man in affliction eſtranged from Go, ſtraggling ol 


from Go, is altogether miſerable :. In a word 


ſeparate a ſoul from God, in proſperity his enjoy 
ments are low, and in adverſity the want of them 
is very bitter. So that there is good reaſon why a 
Chriſtian ſhould ſtudy to converſe with Gop in the 
way 
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yy of lis "judgments; —-Birt che great art is' to 
how how. This therefore I now come to in the 
Ath PLACE, to ee eee "MW: how we are 
to converſe With Gn in eee © Now there 

two ways of explaining this? 

1. By ſhewing with what arributes of Gov we 
e to converſe; «© |) | 
2, By What acts of the” foul; But Tihall bring 
th theſe into one. 

1ſt, WE ought woech ber with the abſolute and 
limited sovereignty of. Gop, whereby he, as a 
e and ſupreme Agent, doth what he n; and 
ne can ſay untd him, What*doſt thou ?” Dan. 
35. This Job oſten eyes and owns: particular- 

Job ix. 12. © He taketh away, none can hin- 
der him, and who can ſay unto him, What | 
Joſt thou? This we mult alſo eye often, and 
in heartily, this we may well argue from Gon's 
eating of us: he that made ns thus without any 
nſtraint, can he not, may he not make us other- 
ſe, and alter us without reſtraint? So Job argues, 
p. i. 21. We may alſo argue it from the ſubor- 
ate ſovereignty, and inferior ſupremacy of men: 


en a monarch among men doth whatſoever he 


aſes, and who may ſay unto him, What doſt 
thou?“ Ecelef. viii. 3, 4. Yea, a very cen- 
ion hath a kind of ſovereignty in his ſphere, 
er as many as are under him, he faith unto one 

„Go and he goeth; and to another, Do this, | 
ind he doth it, Mat. viil./ 9. And ſhall we not 
n acknowledge a Sovereign Power, and. indepèn- 


t abſolute Authority in the great and bleſſed Gop, e 


r the whole creation, the workmanſhip of his 
n hands? So the good centurien argues, and 
rs, in the place laſt n hs as the apoſtle 

= ES C faith 


26. 4 ee t the ns, 
ſaith, in one place, “ We have fathers. of _"_ 
who uſe us at "their, pleaſure, and we do not gan 
ſay their authority : we. do not {ay to our: 95 
What begerteſt chou? nor to pur mother, Why 
* haſt thou brought forth? Iſa. xv. 10. Nay, 
theſe. ſimilitudes will not teach you, I. will fayt 
you, as God to the prophet, Ariſe, go down 
the potters houſe; there I will cauſe you y 
learn this leſſon: he maketh or marrgth- his veſſel 
of clay as oft as he pleaſeth; and, are not ye i 
the hand of the Loxp, as the clay i is in the handy 
the potter? Jer, xviii. 6. I ſpeak the more to thi 
in as much as Ifind, that however men give Go 
good words, and confeſs his dominion over the 
and theirs, yet when it comes to it, that he to 
_ them in any of their darling comforts, they a 
ready to | clamour againſt him in their hearts, as 
he did them ſome wrong, if not to curſe him to 
face. Certainly there is ſome atheiſtical opinion 
propriety, that in ſome degree or other is apt 
ſteal into the moſt devout minds: And ſure I an 
we do not only barely offend, but we do ourſely 
much hurt; we wound our own peace, we fhal 
the ſettledneſs of gur own hearts, we put ourſely 
into briars: in a word, we both leſſen our creat 
comforts, and multiply our griefs, and aggraya 
our ſorrows, by calling things our own; if wel 
not taken them to be our on, it would not ha 
troubled us to part wich them, 

Be ſure therefore to eye and own the abſok 
nd unlimited Sovereignty of GOD: But that's 6 
all: it is not enough to believe it; we muſt conve 
with it otherwiſe than by thinking of it, or aſſent 

to it. Then do we converſe with the Sovereign 
| 155 Gon; | | 
« = 


bene 1 the | 
45 wu the powerful ſenſe — 
queetelivg,* yea murmurings, yea even dif- 
putings in the foul.” “ We may indeed modeſtly 
ontend with men concerning their dealings vith us; 


arth ; but it muſt not ſay to the Potter, why haſt 

ou made me thus ? A pacate and quiet frame of 
ob is a real converling with the Sovereignty of 
80 did Aaron when he held his peace, Levit. 


emly to GoD, ob i. ule, © 171 ih tid 1 

2. © Wurn the ſenſe of ir doth Gippraſs, ſel 
will.“ "This is an unruly luſt in the ſoul, 5% 
Ins IN, a giant · like ſpirit warring againſt hea- 
en, ad bee bate continually. This is that which 
aintains a means and tuum, even with Gon him- 
f, that ſeks vp"iarereſts': (as the Jews ſet up prin- 


woſition to him. This is the: foditions tions party in 


g intereſt; which this proud rival hath ſet up, is 


„ it 18. ready t 


ink it hath: 


all of a pics, alt i order, and at reſt. If this 


ir and ſweet eorreſpo 
een Gop and his exedture ! for certainly this is the 
nah that raiſes the ſtorm, and makes the great 
eps of the ſoul that it Saua reſt, but do per- 
wally rell and toſs; yea and caſt out mire and 
. But alas 1 e ho 

| og RC. 


_ V4 — 3 


e potſheard may ſtrive with the pottheards: of the | 


wy and Job; when he attributed ri, . 8 


;, Hoſea vin, 4.) but not by Go, yea indeed in 


e bed, that is always crying out, we will not 
we this man atom ogra agrees | 


uched of Gop, and ſmitten and-blaſted from vo 

fret and ſtorm, yea; and to 
Ito be angry. I this ff of the 
ond- woman were caſt out, Abraham s family would 


adiſeiplin'dland perverſe ſpirit were quits baniſled, 
what 2 calm day would it be in the ſoul! what 
would there be be- 


28 Alelconie to. the Plague. 


. 


_ own, diſtinct from Gob, and the grand intereſt. 
rheir ſouls, which Go himſelf muſt not touch 


ſo underſtand that he lives and moves in GOD alone 


have nothing of his -. diſtinct from Gop, | , 


60, to live to him and for. him, to- enjoy x 


this ſimilitude is too low: a gadly ſoul ſhould ca 
to Gon, in ibe ſeuſe of his Sovereignty, and 


LY , when its — W 


- is 


4 


not quite laid, no not in the moſt ſpiritua?' mat 
the beſt of men are ready to. nouviſh and hateh y 
ſome darling, ſome private intereſt or other. of tha 


ſome gourd or other that the cold wind muſt ng 
blow upon. He is a; bleſſed man indeed, who dat 


and is ſo overpowered with the ſenſe of the inſini 
goodneſs and holineſs of i GoD, and the abſol 
perfection of his divine will, as that he reckons | 
his greateſt perfection to be nothing in himſelf, ni 


ta 


t] 


only ſtudies to be great in Gp, to be filled v 


things as in and- under him, who counts it his or 
intereſt to quit all ſelf-intereſt, | and paxticular en 
and to be freely at the diſpoſal of the higheſt min 
conformable to the higheſt good, cheerfully cc 
pliant with the uncreated will. Potiphar had | 
ob all to Joſeph, in the ſenſe of his g 

faithfulneſs,. that he knew not ought: he had, p 
ce the bread that he did eat, Gen. xxxix. 6. ; 


mit all its intereſt, its life and livelihood, and. 


know ought that he hath, no not his own lie, 
deſpiſe it in compariſon of uncreated life, as 
ſpeaks, Job ix. 21. - Methinks the — 
God ſpeaks ſuch language to the ſoul and in it, Mf 
Eli to Samuel, My ſon, bide nothing Seam: n 
% keep nothing back of all chat thou haſt: 4 
the pious ſoul ſhould not with fooliſh Rochel,,ighs 
any ſelfiſh intereſt, E 
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e hank but (with allafion to Amos 10. when. 
1 235 to ferret out all e Na 15 _ 
Is there any ſuch yet with thee'! 2” ſhould Ws 

3 to anſwer boldly, No, there is "none; 'Blefſed | 
the man that is in ſuch a caſe; bleſſed is the 
an whoſe only intereſt it is to ſerve the will of the 
op! Well, improve the infinite Sovereignty of 
op to this end, and work it upon and into yqur 
n hearts, that all ſelf. will may ſtoop to it; and 
t the main intereſt of your ſouls be ſo planted and 
tabliſned in your ſouls, that no other intereſt may 
able to grow by it: Charm your own ſell-will 
ith ſuch ſevere reproofs as this is, either deny thy 
If, O my ſoul, or: deny thy ſelf to be a creature; 
ther be wholly at GoD's command, or call him 
Js thy Sovereign. - ; Ns, 
3. © Wu the ſenſe of it K6th beget reverence” 

in the ſoul towards.Gop,” We ought not only 

be ſubject to the rod of. Gor, but even to re- 

rence him when he correcteth with it: and ſo not 

ly to accept of the rod, but to kiſs it too: And 

rely, if the fathers of our fleſh correct us, and 

we give them reverence, Heb. xii; 9. much — 
dre ought we to reverence tlie ſovereign FATHER {Mi 


— 


na rh of fleſh and ſpirit: This is x: devout act ff 
d oi foul; whereby it. looks up and adores the in- 
>: ite and. ſovereign Majeſty, and thinks equitable 
d honourable thoughts of him, even wien he is 


the way of his judgments. And theſe are the  - 
oper acts of a ſoul converſing with Gop's: Sove=-. . 
ignty in the time of. afflitions... When we are 5 
nt before him, , ſubject unto. lim, and reverencing 
1 then do we really and truly converſe with 
as our almighty and ablolute Sovereign. But 
ob's. e e tho' it it may ſlence, : 


93 
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will ſearce Ktisfy; 3 ſuch a 4 8 and rebelli 100 
paſs are our natures grown to Therefore, 
Adly, CoxvxxskE with the perfect and infinite 
Righteouſneſs of Gop in the time of afflitions; 
that divine ion whereby he renders to every 
man what 1s juſt and due, and no more. Thy 
are to eye and own, and ſincerely to acknoy- 
Lage, even in the time of our greateſt extremity 
after. the example of Daniel, chap. ix, 14. © Th 
15 Loxzp our Gop is iabtecas in all his works; 
and of the godly Levites, Neh. ix. 33. © * 
« . art juſt in all that is brought upon us, thou h: 
&« gone right.” Argue with Abraham, Gen. xvii 
25. © Shall not the Judge of all the earth do right? 
Can Righteouſneſs itſelf err in judgment ? ſhall 
timber ſay unto the rule, why haſt thou meaſun 
me thus; or to the lane.” thou art crooked? © Ar 
« not my ways equal? faith the Loxp,” Ez 
Xvili. 25. Are not the Lord's ways equal? let you 
ſouls ſay fo too. Be ye firmly perſwaded of the in 
finite and incorruptible Righteouſneſs and equity d 
| Gop. But that's not all: we do not then converk 
- with the Righteouſneſs ' of Gop, when we de b. 
Bieve it, or acknowledge it: a very Pharaoh may l 
ber 2 to make ſuch a confeſſion, Exod. ix. 27 
« The Lens is righteous, and 1 and my people ar 
« wicked.” But then do we converſe with the Rig 
teouſneſs of Gon, in general, when the ſenſe of 
doth give a rational ſatisfaction to the foul. An 
indeed, whereas the Sovereignty of God is enoup 
„vo flence, yet his Righteoufneſs had need to be call 
in to adminiſter ſatisfaction: the former is ſufficie 
to ſtop the mouth, but there is need of the lati 
to ſettle the heart. And indeed, methinks it is 
- heart-ſettling conſideration : for, how can the inter 
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f the creature be better ecure than in che hands 
f a righteous GoD? where car we venture all we 
finite have better than in ſuch a certain and ſteady bottom? 
ons; o/ can we better truſt ourſelves, than on ſuch 
-veryfirm and even ground? We will truſt ourſelves far 


Thu im an upright and righteous man: and if we hear 


now f the miſcarriage of any intereſt of ours at any 
mityſ i ime, it doth mightily calm and ſatisfy our hearts 
we are aſſured that it was in the hands of a : jult 

ks "nd upright perſon : much more rational and ſteady 
TholfMWtisfaction may the infinite Righteouſneſs of Go» 
dminifter even in the time of the greateſt affſiction, 
it be duly wrought into the” _— But more 
ht Warticularly, | 

1. © THz powerful ſenſe of the Righteouſneſs 
of Go ſhould make ns ſenſible and ſerious.” 
t becomes us ſeriouſly to ponder, . duly te weigh, 
Ezü nd in good earneſt to lay to heart, all that is done 
o us by a righteous Gop. We uſe lightly to paſs 
he p, and lightly to eſteem the words or actions of 
ity ¶ ain man: but it is not for nothing that the righteous: 55 
ver 0D afflicts any man, in any meaſure, at any time. 
o bell he voice of 'Gop, tho? it be not always articulate, 
ay Met is always fignificant, Will a lion roar for no- 


k. 2 hing? Surely, every action of the righteous Go > 


ath a meaning in it : a hair falls not from our head, 

aor a ſparrow ta the ground without, him ; mach 
eſs, ſure, do greater changes befal us without him. 

und in all things he is infinitely righteous. Oh 
nOu⁰ Do. doth this call us to ſenſibleneſs and ſeriouſneſs! 

| ow ought all the powers of the ſoul to be awaken- 
ficienſWed to attention, when the righteous Gen utters his 
lreadful voice; and the whole frame of the heart 
Ind life to be compoſed under his heavy hand! Now, 
Coun one * ſay 8 it is mad: 


one 


— 


it 1s 
nter 


one e would reckon mille to be a kind of prophane 
neſs, and judge that fooliſh- jeſtings do almoſt border 
upon blaſphemy, formerly not convenient, now no 
lawful; for indeed a vain, frothy, light, triflin 
ſpirit, in the day of affliction, is in a ſenſe a blaß 
- pheming of the An. of Gop.. As a con. 


1 Ne itſelf had. taught the heatheniſh mariners t 


ordering theſe lots; he doth ordinarily ſhew un 


|; Conſcience, mean, is Gop's vicegerent in the ſoul! 


peak out, and ſpeak the truth in the time of afflid 
on. I believe they hit the nail. upon the head, w 
cried out. one to another, © Verily we are Nil 


_ cries, Verily. I am guilty concerning my maſtc 
concerning my people 3 ꝑuilty concerning my wit 
concerning my children, concerning my eſtate, 
time, my; talents; and-it may be..all: true. I be 
lieve the. heathen was in the right, who look'd upa 
his hands and feet, and cried out, Judges i. 
4 As I have done, ſo Gov hath requited me; Men t 


8 e * S377 * 
. 2 ** 
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le" of.. thing. :--.- . 
2. Ir ſhould put us. upon . 


enquire where. the fault was in a ſtorm, Jonah i.) 
Much more may the knowledge of Gop's infinite 
Righteouſneſs teach us: ſo may the holy word to 
that word in Lam. ii. 40. Let us ſearch and. 

our ways,” &c. and many others. Now doth 
faculties of the godly ſonl, being awakened, begit 
to caſt lots upon themſelves, to find out the guil 
party: and cerjainly Gop hath- a great hand | 


man his ſin, even by the verdict of his own hean re 
and tho', tis true, this judge is oft- times corrupt np 


ed and bribed, or. at leaſt over- ruled in proſperit 
yet Go inſtructs it to, ſpeak good ſenſe, and 1 


concerning our brother, Gen. xlii. 21. Anoth chi 


and the Babyloniſh monarch hart upon a W 2 firm ope 


— 
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: 4 Weleome fe: n. n 
er he was come to his night wits again, "Pai: 40 


afallibility indeed, but he enables them to 


r that frame, or that action which ſtands; convicted 


j the court of heaven. 8 125 139 ”y "1 207 


ſormation; an heart broken, and a.copverl 
healed of its breaches. By humiliation, I mean 
heart broken purely, properly, and ſpiritually. for 
I do not mean by it, an heart broken for loſs 
s nd afflictions, and bowing down itſelf. heavily 
der the burden of its diſtreſſes; no: nor a heart 
oken for ſin, as viewing it only in the 
ſects, and bitter fruits of it, which 1 doubt not is 
ze humiliation of moſt. Many may ſay concer- 


rruptWng their humiliation: (to uſe the prophet's words 
eri a different ſenſe, Zach. xiii. 6.). Theſe are the 


wounds with which L was wounded i in the houſe 


ſs of my health, the loſs of my goods; 1th 
ars that yon ſee, theſe groans that you heat, 
dthing but the ſcar. which the fore hath. left. 

and the wails which the rod. hath made. 1 doubt 
r very ſorrow. for. ſin, in a time of affliction, ad- 
its of a mixture of carnal. ſelf and paſſion, and ſo. 
ſin too. But I.mean, a pure, ſpiritual, proper 


LEW SE. 


operon and vm of hav, Bt i in his joy 


——* Thoſe that walk in pride, he is able to 
abaſe.”.'G op hath not given to our. faculties any 


ood gueffes; and I am verily perſwaded; doth many = 
mes lay the hand upon the right ſore, and order 

is ſecret lottery from heaven: ſo that that faculty, 
the court of conſcience, is ſeldom. held guiltleſs | 


4 «IT, ſhould work. us, to do, and, res Fo 


of my friends,” by the. loſs of my friends, = 


rrow | and hatred, of. 73 . which IL. know may 


# 3 
n 


2 33 # 2 fo" oP Plague. | 
had an eye to the « recompence of reward, Hd 


eyes, or at leaſt the fonntain of his heart, woll 


ed us of our comforts, ſtript us of our orm 


hate it; and 15, confequently, that there is * 
ching better than Gov, for which we would loy 


ſes in the world, | poſſibly be e. e dreket 


tion. He that breaks off his ſins doth beſt ak 
appear that his heart is broken for them. If jt 


«vers? Oh my friends ! if the duſt be laid, if 
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xi. 26. and ſo a Chriſtian, in his forrow, may hoy | 
reſpect to the retompence of his fin,” I mean his 
flictions, but it is not primarily and principal 
cauſed by theſe: for tho“ theſe dreadful ſhow: 
from beben ſhould ceaſe, yet the ſtream of h K 


not ceaſe iſſuing forth bitter waters; tho” the Ripl 
teoufneſs of Gor do ſerve to give vent to godly { 
row, yet it is the goodneſs and holinefs' "of 60 
that gives it. Do we {brrow for ſir becauſe it ** 


then, fure, we think there is ſomething in the wo 
worſe than fin; for which we ſhould bewail it, 


4 Alas! bow apt are we to run into p 2Qit 
Blaſphemy before we are aware?” In a v0 #, to d 
cide” this: Lay our afffictions, Toffes, diſt 


draw up this water of of god ſorrow, but they m 
not be the ciſtern to receive and kold ie. Serb 
and ſpirituat humiliation is a real converſing vi 
the Righteouſneſs of Gon: to meet Gon is ind 

to fill down before him, and to e 2 eq 
Pte h down under kim: the truth of which t 
r is beſt evidencetd 1 commentati 
e life of a Chriſtian; this doth beſt declare i 
nature, and interpret the meaning of heart | 


would know whether there has been rain in tl 
Hight, look upon the ground, and that will diſd 


once fe 


ment 


— joys, contentments, pleaſures, 
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nts, be laid, you may. conglude your ſorrow was 
N ſent, into your ſouls: from heaven. 


ok, you. may conclude he hath ſome right ſenſe 


Ng complaint made, Iſa. ix. 1 3. The people 
y { turneth not to him that ſmiteth _ them, "M6. 
"6 Mat which happened to Moſes when he. bad been 

the mount with Gop, Exod. xxxiv. 29. ſhould 
o be the condition of every good Iſraelite, when 
hath been with Gop in the valley, the vale of 


I . nyerſation ſhould a that he had been wh 
4 % o; the ſmell of this fire ſhould paſs upon hi 

py ents, his whole outward man: the ſpirit . c 

o Morning ſhould be demonſtrated by the Te of 
nme rning. If Gop from heaven ſet fire on the 
er Winding corn of our worldly comforts, we muſt 
er him from within, and ſet fire on the ſtubble 
Servi our worldly luſts, and corruptions. Let me 
ange our Saviouk's words therefore a little, Mat. 


g wi 

inde 1 3- and exhort you earneſtly ; thou Chriſtian, 
ich en thou faſteſt, when thou humbleſt thy ſoul for 5 
= Ws waſh thy face” alſo, cleanſe thy outward 
ta crfation. from all ſinful pollution, that thou 
are i yſt appear to be humbled indeed: And this ſhall 


umi accounted as a true and real converſing with the 
3dly, Converse: with the Faithfulneſs - 


1 dif | promiſes, . and therefore it may be you will 


„ if nk ſtrange that I ſhould ſpeak of this in a dif; 
wee of allitions, as not having place there. gt | 


- 6 2 
. 
> 
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Ir you ſee. a boy both ſobbing and minding his 


his maſter's - ſeverity. Converſion to God is 
5 ve moſt proper and real converſing with him in 'the 
wou of his judgments: ſo he himſelf interprets, in 


rs, an afflicted ſtate ; his face ſhould ſhine, his 


phteouſneſs of God in the time of affliction. SY 


D. This attribute of Gop hath reſpe&: to | 


n 


G 
IT FBI TY T4 9 
. N A +7 
1 * 2 
Aa 


AY 


* wellen: to Py Plus 


all.” very one will readily acknowledge, f h 
God's Sovereignty and Righteouſneſs do y 0 
pear” in his judgments, but how his — 
be exerciſed therein they ſee not. What'?” Tai 
in puniſhing, in plaguing, in viſiting, in afffic 
diſtrefing his creature, how can that be? Ma 
will be ready 1 to think rather, that Gop is not fai 
ful at ſuch a time, when he denies what he had pn 
miſed to give, takes away what he had promiſed 
fa ntinue ; ; when he, plagues David. every mornin 
en he "had promiſed him that the plague ſho 
not come nigh his dwelling ; ; when he brings Ah 
jah to the grave, to whom he had promiſed that) 
days ſhould be long upon the land, and Job to f 
; dunghiH, to whom all the Promiſes were made bo 
of the life that now is, and of that which is 
come. Ts this faithfulneſs ? doth Gp fulſil 
promiſes by fraſtrating them ? Notwithſtanding 
this, it ſeems that the Faithfulneſs of Gon hi 
place in the afflictions of his people: for ſo fii 
David expreſly, Pſal. cxix. 75. I know that 
« Faithfulneſs thou haſt afflicted me,” if inde 
Faithſulneſs be taken properly in that place. N 
ther indeed need it En ſo ſtrange as ſome m 
make it: for Gov hath promiſed his coveriant-p 
ple, to viſit their iniquity with a rod, Pſal. IxxI 
32. © the rod of a man,” a fatherly chaſtiſema 
as it is explained, 2 Sam. vii. 1.4. where this ſea 
to be made a branch of the covenant, and is und: 
þ om by many as a promiſe. ' But if that be nat 
hin pdt I am ſure there is one in Pfal. B 
No good: thing will he withhold from d th 
VR walk uprightly, ” "And if no good thil 
then no correction neither; for that i is often go 
and profitable for the people of God in this wor 
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of man, cannot well be accompliſhed without 
as might appear in many particulars; 3 but it is 
needſul to run out into them. Gop will take 
bre care of his own people than of the reft of 
world, and will rather correct them than not 
ace them. It is their main happineſs that he 
es care for, and he will in kindneſs take out of 
way whatever hinders it, and give whatever 
y promote it. God's thoughts are not as our 


Wy, friends, &c. than we do; We are apt to 
fare Cop by ourſelves and our own affections, 
hat Mich is the ground of our miſtake in this buſineſs : we 


to Md the things that pleaſe our fleſſ, our ſenſes, our 
Je by etite, -our fancy; but Gon minds the things that 
h 15 ern our ſouls, and their true happineſs. The ſaints 
wit | much dearer to Gop, and much more beloved 
*. him, than they are to themſelves; and there - 
D b. 


| 1 he will not give them what's Freer, but what's 
ſo fit: he will give them what makes for their real 
that eternal happineſs, whether they would have 


love, and will not deny them any thing that 
me mgruly good for them, tho' they cry out under 
ant- nor allow them any thing that is really hurt- 
| tho” they cry after it. So will a wiſe fath-r 
earth do by his children, to the beſt of his 
nis ſea and power ; much more will Gop then, qui 
is und nam patrium amorem gerit in ſuos, whoſe ' 
be naſſhhels are inſinitely larger and ſtronger than thoſe 
l. hi father. Now then, labour to converſe with 
om the Faithfulneſs of God in the time of afflictions, 
od thil h is by ſtudy ing the covenant and the pro- 
ſten ges of it, and your * condition, and com- 
us wot D parin 8 


N pughts : he judges otherwiſe of health, riches, Hi. 8 


r not. He loves them with a ſtrong and power- 


| 7 Welcome | 4% ah rigs 1 | 
r many excellent ends, which, conſidering the na- 
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paring 1 oo 2 . g | how, coul 
nant and agreeable they are, each interpretin 
other; as alſo by perſwading your hearts of th 


vour, and by ſtudying to reconcile the hand a 
heart of GOD together. But eſpecially conver 
with it practically, by a holy eſtabliſhment and ſe 
tlement of heart under all afflictions: for, when 
as afflictions in themſelves are apt to beget a few, 
fulneſs, deſpondency, or at leaſt fluctuation in th 
Joul, the lively ſenſe of Gop's faithfulneſs in i 
fitting them will ſettle and ſuſtain it; it is a fin 
and conſiſtent. thing, upon which the ſhaking foi 
may ſettle ſafely, and centre itſelf boldly, | | 
4thly, CoxversE with the Holineſs and u 
| Fpotted Purity of Gop. He is angry, and 
not; he corrects for ſin, without fin :. © Fury | 
< not in me, ſaith the Lox D, Iſa. xxvii. 4. There 
no paſſionate, malicious temper in the pure and he 
God, no revengeful appetite to feed upon the blo. 
of his creature: he is of purer eyes than to bebe ar: 
the leaſt iniquity, and of a purer nature than a+; 
way to miſcarry in any of his dealings or diſpe 
fations. Converſe then with this infinite holine 
of Gop: keep up pure, equitable, honoura 
thoughts of him in your hearts; take heed 
fancying to your ſelves a Goo gullty of paſſion 
partiality, or carried away with ſuch weak and ni 
ed aſſections as we our ſelves are: but more prad 
cally, converſe with God's holineſs in the time 
afflictions, by laying even little ſins greatly to heat 
little ſins, compared with infinite Holineſs and] 
rity, ought to be matter of great and ſerious { 
row to. a ſenſible ſoul. Again, take heed: of 
oy n under nn of n 0 
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od in the leaſt, This, I know, is the great du- 
y and care of every tender -hearted Chriſtian at all 
imes : but I conceive we ought more eſpecially to 
reſs it upon our hearts in the time of affliftion, - 
ecauſe we are then moſt apt to indulge ſome kind 
f human paſſions, which we call natural affections, : 
s if we had a licence to care, and fear, and grieve, 
ad complain, not only in an extraordinary, but e- 
n in an irregular manner. Oh | let the ſenſe of 
op's infinite Purity and perfect Holineſs check and 
we thoſe very natural affections, be they what they 
il, if they offer to exceed their bounds, and o- 
flow their banks. But this I touch'd upon be- 
dre under another head, amongſt the reaſons of 
ze doctrine: Therefore, ” 
5thly, ConversE with the almighty Power of 
op. That Gop is infinite and almighty in Pow- 
, I need not undertake to demonſtrate: no man 
th read a leaf in ſcripture, nor indeed turned over 
e leaf in the book of the creatures, who hath not 
arn'd this. I need not, ſure, turn you to any | 
an articular 9 work of Gop: they that inſtance 
his letting loofe the virtues of the creatures, in 
e caſe of the univerſal deluge, or binding up of 
cir influences, as in the caſe of the three captive 
ws, Daniel and Jonah, - when- he kept the fire 
om burning, and forbad the lions to eat one; and 
e fiſh to digeſt another prophet, whom he had eaten, 
ake but a poor gueſs at Almightineſs, but a faint eſſay 


nothing is an higherargument of divine Power, than 

command of the greateſt that is already created. 

ye Gow duly in the notion of a Creator, yea, of 
reator of your en ſouls and bodies, and you 


deſcribe-it, The creation of the leaſt creature out 


ve OR to ſill you with everlaſting admiration, Be 
2 2 


> aaa ab. 
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1 s filled, Pſal. cxxxix. 14. Lam 12 
1 ; fully and woaderfally made,” Rut it „ 
=: nough to eye, or acknowledge, or admire; em 
yet do more, if we will rightly converſe with th 
'Almightineſs of Gor, viz. by the 9 of Ren 
rence and Dependence. 
1. REvVERENCE that almighty and ton Go 
„ in your hearts, who can bring quidlibet ex qu 
; - Hbet, any thing out of any thing, yea out of 1 
thing, yea any thing to nothing in a moment. | 
verence that power of Gop, that can pour conteny 
upon princes, that can bring Job, the greateſt ( 
all the men of the caſt, to ly in the aſhes, and mu 
| this. bed in the dunghill- that can ſend home Naa 
. empty, who went out full and flouriſhing. Hath 
done ſo by you, debafed you when you were hig 
tumbled you down from the clouds, and rolled V 

in the duſt, emptied you when yon were full, 
thered you when you were freſh and flouri hin 
let not Gop loſe the glory of his almighty Powe 

reverence that glorious hand of Goo. 

2. Rest upon the ſame almighty Gon,“ 
can alſo bring up the ſame Job frem the dunghi 
and ſet him with princes, and fill empty Naomi u 
aa famous offspring, throwing into her _ one 
the anceſtors of the MxssiAH. according to 
feſh. The fame power that cauſed your ſun ta 
Th down at mid-day, when you leaſt ſuſpected, can 
ſo cauſe it to riſe at midnight, when. you leaſt 90 
Lycll not upon creature probabilities or im probe 
ies, but lift up thyſelf, believing foul, and be 
Fred, that Gop can do what he will, and he 
o what is good for them that love him, accord 
_ [td the dictates of unſeaschable Wiſfom and Coen 
neſs: thou that art rolled. in the ls * ariſe 
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> thither, and are able to advance thee: Ag L 


own down to the ground: in a. ſeeming diſplea- 
, yet: clinging. to the ſame hand, and will not 
it go, till at length he riſe up again. by it: a fit 
blem of a child of Gop, whom his heavenly Fa- 
xr ſeems as if he had caſt eff. The wounding 
d of God is apt to amaze indeed, and to beget 


ne hand that wounds, can alſo-heal ; he that breaks 
, can alſo make. up all our breaches : let this beget 
nfidence and dependence. GoD never wounds 
per than, that he can eaſily bind up the wound 
ain; never throws his people ſo low, as that they 
puld be out of his reach. Take heed therefore of 


wit: a recompence, I ſay; for that Gop,. who 
2 recover the ſetting fan, and exalt it in its beau 


clothe the forlorn and naked trees with leaves 
ſe light. to: ariſe' to- them that ſit EN n_ 
the ſhadow of death, Iſa. iv. 2... 


m tar who: could give unte Amaziah much more 


hron. xxv. g. who could turn again the captivity 
Job, and. give him double fon what he had taken 


ple“ glad according to the days wherein he hath 
afllicted them, and the years wherein they have 


d Coen evil,” Pſal. xc. I Ha can recompenſe and 
ariſe fore to his penitent pespiz, the fruits which the 


N , 


elk upon thoſe almighty arms thitbrodghe! ; 
ve ſeen a child - thrown off by his father, and 


aſternation and aſtoniſhment : but remember, the 


ed yt ſeemly deſpendencies :: caſt not away your conſi- 
ll; ee, which ſhall. have a recompence, if ye main- 


and brightneſs,” and doth ſo every morning, who 


| fruits, who can recover the verdure, of the wi- 1 - 
ring graſs, and doth. ſo every year, he can alſo 


n that which he parted with, at: his command, 


m him, Job ult. 10. he can ſurely make his 


an 46 eaſily make © the parched ground to becom 


Yo XXX. 7. as you find both elegantly Joined tt 
| gether, Pſal. cvii.. 33, 35. He turneth wa 


not therefore with the captive Jews, Ezek. xxxvi 
11. “Our bones are dried, and our hope is loft 


cc. for Gon can cauſe even thoſe © dry bones n 
_* Se” Say not with that low ſpirited court ha 


Job xii. 15. and with the three worthies, 0 


dy at the ſame time, then is our condition indeed. 


altho' you be ſorely ſhaken by bim, yet are! 
8 off from: him. Thus you ſhall 1 
al Almig 
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"pr the caterpillars have conſumed, \aecordin 
to his promiſe, Joel ii. 25. He can recompenſe y 
his people the comforts of health and libery 
which ſickneſs hath conſumed; the comforts 
friends and relations, which the grave hath devou 
ed. He who hath made the ſprings dry, Jen. li. 3 


a pool,” and ** the thirty land fprings of water 


< ſprings into dry grounds, & fic viciſſim.“ 


2 King, vii. 19.. „ If the Loxp ſhevld make vi 


© dows in heaven,” miglit ſuch plenty be in in 


Samaria ? for he did accompliſh it, and yet not rai 
it from heaven neither. But. fay with Job. rathe 
© Thavgh he flky me, yet will I truſt in hin 


Gon whom we ſerve is: able to deliver us out 
© thine hand, O king,” Dan. iii. 17. ſo, he Wa 
able to deliver us out of thine hand, O enemy, 
priſon, O fickneſs, yea, out of thine hand- O. gra 
If we deſpond and be dejected both in mind and 


and ſtiameful: nay, we do more reproach Gop! 
fuch a. temper in our affliction, than he reproache 
us in afflicting us. Make it appear, Chriſtia 
that tho Gop have caſt you down, yet you 
believe that he hath not caſt you off; and that y! 
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tation. I 
6thly,: Convenee: hi the infinite ind; e 4 
zle Wiſdom of Gos, eſpecially with the Wiſdam 
God in reference to his judgments, and our af - 
tions. He js infinitely. wiſe in reference to our 
Hlictions: For, 1. He knows what, and what 
anner, and what meaſure of correction we ſtand 
need of. 2. When, and how beſt te deliver us. 
How to make the beſt uſe of all for our good: 
1. © HE knows. what, and what: manner, and. 
what meaſare of correction we ſtand in need of. 
e is that wiſe phyſician, who knows what humour 
moſt predominant in the fouls of his ſervants, and: 
hat is the moſt proper medicine to purge it out; 
here the moſt. corrupt blood is ſettled, and at what : | 
in to: let it out. He is: infinitely knowing of the- ©: 
rious tempers and diſtempers of his ſervants, and 
apply himſelf ſuitably to them all. And as to 
> meaſure and degree, he is alla infinitely wiſe, 
d exact: He weighs out the afflictions of his- 
pple to a grain for: quantity, and meaſures them 
4 day and hour for duration. He did not miſs; of 
time, no not one day. in four hundred. and thirty 
ars, Exod. xii. 41. ſo: many years of bondage 
determined upon the people, and after thoſe + 
ars were expired, the very next day, the hoſts of. 
> Loxp went up out of Egypt. And as for 
alure, he obſerves a certain proportion, as von 
y ſee in that full text, Iſa. xxviii 27, 28. As 
husbandman. uſes different vrays of purging and 
anſing, different ſorts of grain; beating the fitches. 
2 a ſtaff, and cummin with a: rod, . becauſe they :* 2 
a Henker ſort of grain, and will not endure je 
Luke, ook _— the _m_ corn, — 1 
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mn A Welcome to the Plagie. 
threſhing will not ſuffice, and he is loth to break 


all to pieces with turning his cart- wheels upon 
An elegant fimilitude, whereby Gop inſinuateth hi 
different ways of correcting his people, and obſe 


ving a ſuitableneſs to their ſtrength and tempa 


when leſs would not do, and more: would overdo 
he muſt correc ſo far as to bruiſe, but will be ſug 
not to break and ſpoil. He that faith unte-theprou 
ow of the ſwelling ſea, Hitherto ſhall 
come, and no further, Job xxxvill. 1 1. hat 
the ſame command over theſe metaphorical wart 
thoſe floods of affliftion, which he lets looſe uro 


his people, and they cannot go an inch further the 


he hath appointed: he ſaith, Hitherto ſhall. th 


| ſickneſs, this mortality, this perſecution go, a 
no further: and even theſe ſtorms, and this fea ob 


him. Now we converſe with this inſtance of divi 
Wiſdom, not only when we et it, and ach 


D ledge it, but, 


. Wurn! it begets in us a friend} wa ch 
ege 


4 ritable temper towards fecond cauſes: When 


are at peace with the whole creation, even with en 


mies themſelves, and in perfect charity with: th 
very plagues and ſickneſſes that do arreſt us, ra 


admiring and delighting in their ſubſerviency to Gc 


than at all maligning their ſevere influences upon 


A good man is ſo much in love with the pure u 
holy, and perfect will of Gop, that he deſires a 

to fall in love with, at leaſt he is at peace with eve 
thing that executes it, that ſerves the will of 
heavenly FATHER + he ſees no reaſon in the wo 
to fall out with, and fret againſt any man, or: 


thing that is a means to affſict him, but views tht 


all as inſtruments in the hand of GoD, read 


i! 


oo ot Bb 9 * 3 ct * mr MOTO "OY 25 __ * | "IM 
is notion is z charitably « ſeated. rowande: them all 
bſerve a little, and admire, how David was recon: | ea 


ed to the rod, becauſe it was in the hand of his Fathee, 
ad ſeems to kiſs ie for: the relation that it. had to tze 4 
vine will, 2 Sam. xvi. 11. Let him alone, and e 
let him curſe, for the Lox D hath bidden him. 
his gracious ſoul is ſo wonderfully in love with 
e will of Gop, that he could almoſt find in his \ 4 
art to be reconciled to fin itſelf, if it do accom- _ 
iſn it, and to be friends with the wrath of man, 
it work the righteouſneſs of Gon, And if David 
n be ſo charitably affected towards a curſing Shi- 
ei, viewing him as an inſtrument in the hand of 
0D, methinks we may be almoſt in love with any 
ng under that notion, and much rather. ſay con- 
ning a poor harmleſs ſickneſs, let it alone, fo 

it put us to pain, for God hath ſent it. To this 
aſe may a devout ſoul draw. the words of our SA- 
oux concerning the woman in Mat. xxvi.. 10. 
Why trouble ye the woman ? ſhe hath wrought 

a good work upon me: Why do ye interrupt 

d diſturb this diſeaſe ? why do ye fret pie this 
ſecutor? why do ye repine at this priſon ? it ex- 

tes the will of my GOD upan me. What tho” 

ſe men pour aut thein venom in ſuch abundance ? 

at tha” this diſeaſe ſpend its influences upon my 

ly ſo plentifully ? there's no waſte in all this; 
re's need of juſt ſo much; Gov doth not laviſh 


res 4 
th erat his arrows in vain, nor ſhoot at rovers, as 
Hof athan did, who couzened his lad, making him 


ieve he ſhot at a mark, when he fhot at none 


my ſoul overpowered with bak of GoD's inſinte f 
5 ** iſdom in appointing,. meaſuring, timing all. a. 


i003, vill eabily be reconciled to a poor ** I ” 
| : e 2 
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-- fob creature, which | is ſet on, and taken off at b 


8042.) © Wren it begets in us a holy ac noquicfi 
. and reſting in Gop,” which is oppoſed to a lay 
and diſorderly haſtening towards deliverance, T 


plaiſters to ly on, and do not offer to pluck d 


: to be delivered from under his hand, but compo 


„ Lox, for thy ſervant heare 


+. Wiſdom about the time or manner of my deing 
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pleaſure. 


do we indeed own and honour the {kill of our dl 
rurgeon, when we do quietly ſuffer the corre 


off, notwithſtanding the ſmart they put us to. 
farely he who believes the infinite Wiſdom of 6. 
who knows what, and what manner and meaſure 
correction we ſtand in need of, will not make hi 


himſelf quietly, as young Samuel laid himſelf doy 
and when he was called, anſwered 3 « Spe 


A Soul, ſenſible of Goy's infinite Wilde 
ahis partieulae, argues thus, Who am I, poor w 
. hallow creature, that I ſhould- contend with ink 


the world ? why did not I alſo undertake to appt 
him the time and place of my being born ? fl 
ſay it is too much, when infinite Wiſdom 
it is not enough ?' Ceaſe, wrangling ſoul, and be 
reſt, ſor the LoRD deals wiſely. with thee, Sud 


ſouf® ſd converſing with the all-wiſe Gov, ali 

| ffeely refer all to him, venture all with him; if ho 
ſmite him on the one cheek, he dare turn to him. 
ether ; if he take away his coat, he dare offer | bu 
his cloak alſe; if he takes away his liberty, he t 


truſt him with his life too; if he ſmite him in { 
of his comforts, he dare turn to him the reſt t. 
for he knows that infinite Wiſdom cannot enn 
N nor en in his e . wel 
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to come, are equally preſent: in one ſingle act 
underſtanding, . he doth wonderfully comprehend. 
cauſes and events, ſickneſſes and cures, af- 
ions and deliverances. Let the atheiſtical world 
, theſe are they that are forſaken, whom no man 


heir manner is to blaſpheme : ſtill the promiſe 
ds unrepealed in both teſtaments, I will never 


er ſo extreme and deſperate, ſtill the apoltle's 
d holds good, 2 Pet. ii. 9. The Lorp know- 
Fn how to deliver the godly out of temptations.” 


dd. xiv. And this way and time of God's de- 


that would be a digreſſion. In the general, be 
ed that God's way is the beſt way of delive- 
e, and his time is alſo the beſt time. He that 
as a refiner of ſilver knows how, and when to 
out the metal, that it be-purified, . and not hurt. 
I might enter into a large diſcourſe, and ew 


NJ i how the judgment of man is ordinauily: decei=; 
o bim and his expectations diſappointed, which he 

er built upon creature probabilities, when in the 
„be In time the purpoſe of Cop takes place in a far 
n in Her and more conformable deliverance of his 
reſt IH nts; but it may ſuffice to have hinted it only. 


us duty is to converſe with this inſtance of 
ne Wiſdom by the exerciſes of patience and 
1 G0 ſcem to tarry long, Pe wait pa- 


2. & Cop knoweth: when, and. how beſt * 
liver us.” This neceſſarily ſollows upon the for- 
To him all times, and all things paſt, preſent, 


eth ſor; there is no hope for them in their Goo, 


eave you, nor forſake you; tho' the caſe be 


all paſſages be blockt up, he will rather make a 
in the ſea, than his people ſhall not eſcape, 


ing, is the moſt excellent, ſuitable, and cer- 
as might abundantly appear in many particulars : ; 


ttienly 


fixing of your deliverance to fd or 
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or removing it. You have heard of the patien 
= LoRD,” James v. 11. Be you patient, and y 


have accompliſn · d by your own art or induſ 


the treafures of wiſdom and knowledge. As t 
and when beſt to deliver us, may ſettle our hea 


' thro” impatience; fo it may bear up our he: 


his advantage, Philip. i. 19. Job's captivity to 
dound 5 his far * tins Job ult. Joſe 
N ban 
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tiently for his appearance; for he will appear 


the moſt acceptable time, and * in the end ye u | 
6 conſider it, and acknowledge it. Take heed 


limiting the Holy One of Iſrael, as that murmuri 
generation did, Pſal. Ixxviii. 41. Take heed; 


and ſeries of cauſes which you have laid in ya 
own heads, and of engaging Gon to ad by ya 
method: if Gop be a wiſe agent, tis fit he ſha 
be a free agent too. Bear up, Chriſtian ſoul, fi 
not when thou art rebuked of him; Caſt i 
& burden upon the Lox D, and he will, in « 
time, find out a way either of leſſening | 


« of Job, and you have ſeen the end of f 
ſhall ſee it too; a better end than ever you co 


In the mean time, cheriſh in your hearts a lin 
hope of an happy iſſue: for your lives and co 
forts are all hid in him, in whom alſo are hid 


conſideration of infinite Wiſdom, / in knowing hd 
that they do not riſe up as a foam upon the wat 


that they do not fiak within us, as a ſtone int 

waters thro' deſperation. - 

3. © Gop knoweth how to make the beſt * 
<.. all for our good.” 1 fay, of all, both of the 

fliction, the manner and meaſure of it, of buy 

lay, and of the ſeaſon which he chuſes to 

us in. He can make Paul's impriſonment tum 
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niſhment, to make him great, and Manaſſeh's to 
e him good. This 4s a large theme, and there - 
e dare not riſſe into it particularly: take all in 
word from the apoſtle, Rom. viii. 28. A'l | 
things do work together for good to them that 
love GOD.“ Whatever the premiſſes be, the 
y viſe Gep knows how to draw a happy: con- 
fon from them. Get a firm belief of this ra- 
ated in your hearts, and converſe with the Wife 
of Gop in this inſtance of it by the great 
ce of ſelf·reſignation. The Sovereignty of God 
j well work us into a teſjgnation of our inte- 
and comforts, and concernments to him; 
"his infinite Wiſdom of Gop ought in reaſon: 
work us into a reſignation even of our very 
s unto him. Oh! this debaſing of ſelf-will, this 
reſignation is a noble and ingenuous act of a pi - 
ſoul (for ſo I dare call him in whom it is found) 
reby it honeurs Gop greatly in all that comes 
nit! A godly ſoul conſidering itſelf ignorant 
any things, burdened with many corruptions, 
clogg'd with an animal body, ſenſes, appetite, 
y, which are always calling for things incon- 
ent, if not unlawful, doth conclude it would 
be good for it to be at its own finding, or 
g, or carving; and duly eying that inſinite 
d and underſtanding, who in a wonderful unac- 
table manner, orders all things, and all events 
e beſt and certain iſſue, is ſo maſtered by, and — 
d enamoured with the ſenſe of it, that ge pe 
unces his own wiſdem, and throws out his own, | = 


orous will, and complies readily! with the all- 


| "8 1 


60D. This is truly to converſe with the LT. 4 
ty to Mom of Gor, when we do out of choice refer: | i 
Joſeſſlves to it, and roll ourſelves upon it. E- 
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not a proper converſing with it; but when 4 

: me is wrought into the ſoul, * the lively ſen 
of it doth ſo over;power the heart, that the vi 
is prepared to cloſe readily with ſuch methods » 
God ſhall pleaſe to uſe to accompliſh his own end 
then do we properly and feelingly converſe vit 
Gop, under the notion of the all-wiſe Gop. Bi 
this of ſelf-reſignation J ſpoke ſomething to undy 
the firſt head; and much of that which is ſpoke 
there, may be indifferently applied hither, Ther 
fore, 
r Converse. with the n Goode, 
Love, and Mercy of Gop. Gov is infinitely : 
unchangeably loving and merciful to his ren 
he is good, faith the pſalmiſt, and he is love, {ai 
the apoſtle, 1 John iv. 8. "Thoſe dreadful and ten 
fying apprehenſions which men have of the bleſk 
and good Gop, as if he were ſome auſtere 1 
Lurly majeſty, given to paſſion and revenge, 
apt to deſtroy that chearful and ingenuous conyel 
with him, which the creature ſhould porno nl 
its Creator at all times. But then are we. 
prone to entertain thoſe apprehenſions, and to he 
our ſuch unſeemly notions: of him, when hey 
pears in the way of his judgments, when we t 
a view. of him in the ruins of our comforts, 1 
| blood of our friends, the ſpoil of our goods, 
in the diſtreſſes of our lives. We are apt to fr: 
notions of Gop according to what we find int 
| own diſpoſition, to fancy a Gon fike unto o 
felves : and therefore we cannot eye an” affiidt 
Gov, but we preſently conclude an angry C0 
as tho” the eternal and pure Being were ſubjec 
Paſſions and changes, as we are. Theſe _— 
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.nhinged preſently, and almoſt afraid to bebold tube 


ice of love itſelf, but flies and hides it ſelf; as 


Adam. in the garden, or if che foul de converſs == 


vith GoD at all, it is as a city that is beſieged 


onverſes with che enemy without, viz. ſending out 
o ſeek peace, and to obtain a ceſſation of arms. 
ind ſo a ſoul may beſtow much upon Gop, ſur- 
ender up the caſtle, give him all that he hath al- 
oſt, not for any love that he bears to him, but as 
oaſh gave Hazael a preſent of gold arid precĩ- 
us things, to hire him to depart from him, 2 Kings 
ü. 18 Oh! then they will up and do any thing, 


-2, circumciſe their lives, as Zipporãh circumciſed 


e Exod. iv. 25. to eſcape the hands of an 


gry GoD. | Every one will converſe with Gop 
3 an enemy in time of extremity, hang out flag 
rr peace, ſend. preſents, pay a homage, ſend am- 
aſſadors to entreat his face: but few know how 

converfe with the Goodneſs. and Mercy of 


op, with him as their dear and only friend in a 


e of affliction, freely and chearfully. Now there 


ms to be a double account to be given of mens 


ot converſing with the ee ack nee of 
op in the time of afflictions >: L557 3 001298 - 
1.4 Manr cannce believe the-Merey ghul Binds 


neſs of God, when he is in the way of his 


jtdgments.” If it be fo, why am I thus? cries 


poor ſoul, ſtruggling under its burden, and 
welling in pangs to be delivered of its griefs. 


hus unbelievingly argues Gideon, who was other- 

e famous for ith, in in the time of 3 

ge under the Midianites, Judges vi. 13. 

angel _ heaven was ſent to aſſure. him of the the 
| n 15 
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good-will of Gop towards him, he could not e 
tertain the news, nor believe the report; ' becauſe 
the anguiſh of his ſoul, but cries out, Oh n 
lord, if the Loxp. de with us, why is all di 
evil befallen us?“ no, the I.oRD hath forſalt 
us, ſor he hath dase us into the hands of 4 
Midianites. The fad foul is ready to cry concen 
ing CHr1sT's gracious preſence, as the two liſte 
concerning his perſonal preſence, John xi. 21, 
% Lox, if thou hadſt been here, my brother k 
<< not died: Lox, if thou hadſt been here, 
thou hadſt loved me, if thou hadſt any delight 
me, my brother had not died, my huſband, f 
wiſe, my children had not died; I had not 
thus plagued, afflited, wounded,. tormented, 3 
am, Hence we have- thoſe many complaints "oft 
afflicted ſoul; up and down the pſalms ;- © Hath 
Lon forgotten to be gracious?” is his me 
<<. clean gone? hath. he ſhut up his. tender men 
Ke - anger? and many ſuch like. The ſmart 
our ſenſes is apt to pervert the judgment of ( 
minds, and the ſenſe of bodily nee 
ſtroy all ſenſe of the inſinite and 
Goodneſs and Love of Goo. Now this a] 
ſeems to ariſe from theſe two cauſes, . viz. orf 1 
furing of Gon and his divine diſpoſitions, by « 
_ ſelves and human paſſions and affections, as I. 
ted before: and our meaſuring the love of 
too much by the proportion that he gives us 
ny: png Wo to him in a day of 
„ who was went to judge of divine Love 
the things that are before him, as: Solomon « 
the things of this world, Eecleſ. i ix. 1. Thi 
ay, is the temper, the infirmity of many. in 
time of afflictions, tho“ indęed there be no re 


5 * Ih COSI 
% = = 
9 WF, Fa * 25 * 


A Welcome to . Y oY 8 


pr it: for why ſhould. ve include harſhly con- 
-rning Job upon the dumghill, any more than 
7e would conclude charitably concerning Ahab on 
xe throne ? Beſides, the Scripture teaches expreſly, 
dat the Love of Gop doth ſtand with correction, 
Al. IXxxix. 33. I will vifit his miquity, but 
my loving-kindneſs will 1 not take from him.” 
ay, it ſeems as if it could not well ſtand without 
| Heb. xii. 6. Whom the Loxp loveth, he 
chaſtneth, and ſcourgeth every ſon wc he : 
receiveth.”” 
2. OTHERS do indeed believe the Goodneſs Py 
ercy of Gop to them in a time of affliction, © but 
either they cannot, or dare not, or will not con- 
verſe witli” it, nor take comfort in it. They | 
member GoD with the pſalmiſt; Pſal. Ixxvii. 3. 
e. the Goodneſs, Bounty, Mercy of Gov, (faith 
ollerns) and yet at the ſame time are troubled; 
hearts are unquiet, fluctuating, wege with 
them: The ſoul is ſo impreſſed with the ſenſe of 
, which it hath contracted from the confideration 
its ſufferings; that it dare not preſume to meddle- 
th Merey, 3 but tho' this Mercy of Go de its 
n, yet it is ready to think that it is a duty to 
ſake its own merties, as tho” it heard Gop chid-- 
it in the words of Jehu to Joram's ſcout, . 
ings ix. 18. What haſt thou ty do with 
peace? What haſt thou” to de with 'mercy'? 
turn ye behind me.“ An afflicted foul hath much 
d to believe it to be a dity to converſe with the 
odneſs and Love of Gop in a time” of afflition. 
afily agrees to converſe with the Juſtice, Holi- 
„ and Power of Gop indeed; but thinks 
very improper | and unſeaſonable, "if not unſafe, 
onverſe. with his Mercy. It is ready to cry with 
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Solomon preſently, 4 In fy day of proſperi 10 
« joice, but in the day of adverſity conſider; f 
with the apoſtle, © If any be afflicted, let hi 
pray; if he be merry, let him fog. pfalm: 
. with the Goodneſs of Gop ſeems 1 
to be a duty of this ſeaſon. I confeſs this is a hig 
and hard —— Every ſmatterer in religion yi 
Cry out in his affliction, © Thou art juſt and ry 
K 4 teous, O Lord:” but, Thou art good. a 
i 6 merciful ; bleſſed be the name of. the Lon 
+ is the voice of a Job only, Job i. 21. But it i 
duty, tho' a hard one, and affording much Pleaſ 
and contentment to them that are exerciſed theri 
That the Kindneſs and Benignity of Gow 40 
not fail, that his Love is not broken off from 
people, no, nor ſuſpended neither, when he, affi 
them moſt, is moſt certain: for, tho' he wa 
changes in nad upon us, yet himſelf is eternally. 
© unchangeably the fame, Jer. i. 17. and tho' t 
N of his dealings towards his people ſeem to be m. 

1 | and ſevere, yet, if we judge rightly of them, t 
= .are all mercy and truth towards them that hed 
_ covenant, Pſal. xxv. 10. And that the people 
Cop ought to converſe with this divine Lovet 
Mercy, even in their greateſt afflictions, is. as cl: 
*F © this purpoſe 1 might alledge the fore-quote 
.ample of holy Job, and 47 enforce this doch 
from the apoſtle wor ds, Philip. 1 iv. 4. and Ja 
i. 2. Count it all joy when ye fall into d 


* 


85 temptations; ;” and from many good reaſon ne 

ä "x it were needful. I know indeed that it is al e 
+ , thing to keep up a right frame towards, and offi vir 
verſe rightly with the Righteouſneſs ani Goode 

of Gop at the ſame time; the one frame is n i 
to jultle out che other, 5 Sorrow is apt to coe p. 


25 viene to ; the I} ? 

e Wart, and deſtroy the large and chearſul temper | 
f it : and joy dilates and enlarges it, and is ready 
> make it forget its grief. But tho' it be hard, 
et it is poſſible : theſe two may well conſiſt in the 
ame ſoul, according to that in Pfal, ij. 11. —“ Re- 
joice nich trembling.” | 

Bur how muſt we converſe with the Lave 
nd Mercy | of Gov in the time of afflictions? 1 
ave partly prevented myſelf in this already, | but 1 
all ſpeak a little more diſtinctly of it. We do not 
en converſe with the Goodneſs and Mercy of Gop,, 
hen we barely think of it, or acknowledge it; but 
I. © WHEN we believe and apply it, and take- 
to ourſelves the comforts of it: when we look 
ro' the clouds that are round about us, and quite 
over us, and by the eye of faith behold the ſoun- 
ain and Father of light > when we can look beyond 
e frowns that are in his face, and the rod that is 
2 his hand, and ſee the good-will that dwells in the 
art of Gov towards us: More eſpecially, 
2. Wuxx we do not only ſee and believe it, 


m, f 

cepl t alſo © draw virtue and influences down from it 

dope into our ſouls, ta eſtabliſh, ſettle and ſatisfy 
| them.” Not ſo much when we ſee it, as when 


e taſte it; when we feel the ſun of righteouſneſs 

arm us, tho it does not dazzle us, and tho* we 
not perceive it to ſhine upon us, yet we find' it 
) ſhine in us. We do then converſe with the Love 
d Mercy of Gop in an affficted ſtate, when the 
e doth bear us up, not only from utter ſinking, 
it even from inordinate ſorrowing ; when we draw 
virtue from it into our ſouls to ſuſtain them, yea, 
d to cheriſh them too. Thus Job comforts him 
f in his living REDEEMER, Job xix. 25. and 
in the Mercy of _ eyen when be 

\ Was 
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was ready to. ſlip, Pfal. xciv. 18,, 19. 415. he 
© multitude of my thoughts — * me thy con 
« forts delight my ſoul.” In-a word, we converf 
with divine goodneſs, when we are really warmed yit 
it, and with almighty Love; when we rejoice in i 
| and can with holy venturouſneſs, and humble ca 
5 fidence, throw. ourſelves into the very boſom of it 
when we receive impreſſions of it frem the Srian 
of Gobp, and are thereby moulded finto a temps 
ſuitable to it, and. becoming it: For then inde 
do we moſt happily converſe with the Love 
Goodneſs of Gop, when we for our part do el 
pon it; when we, being aſſured of an intereſt in 
| 3 and good. Gop, do render up ourſelves: 
unto him, in the moſt beautiful and becoming af 
Cions of love, joy, confidence, and. holy delight 
This is an excellent frame; and ſure: I am, it. 
much for our. intereſt thus to converſe with Gov i 
the time of our afflictions. It: is a high way 
glorifying God, and bringing much credit to rd 
gion. And indeed, he who keeps up this-ſrame « 
- be afflited but in part: he eſcapes the greater h 
af the evil; for tho” it be never ſo ſtormy a ti 
without him, a ſtorm upon his houſe, upon 
goods, upon his relations, yea upon his on boi 
vet it is a calm day within, in the ſoul there 
. proce en tranquillity.. , 
„ Ls TT r, and indeed e too, we 
| to converſe with the infinite ſelf-ſufficient Fulnel| 
Son, in a day of the greateſt extremity : that 
= as if I ſhould fay, not with any one ſingle attribu 
bdut with the very. Godhead. of Gop, the imme 
1 8 perfection of Go,. the Allneſs of the Deity. 0 
how ſeaſonably doth: this bleſſed object preſent] 
Kell to the foul 1 ina time of e loſſes, 10 
— | J 
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th moſt appear! for upon theſe two doth our 


ll you bow apt we are to live-beſide-GoD,: when 
e have our fill of creature delights :. whilſt we can 


alities, been N we are night emptied: of. 
ature” enjoyments, and the emptineſs of them 


way onverfing with Gop much depend. I need not 


17 tertain our hearts with a created ſweetneſs, we 
run olichly forget and negleck the ſupreme Good. And 
1 ſond and unreaſonable is this affection, that no 

5 Fl arnings, no precepts will ſerve the turn; Gop is 
os rced to break that off from us, from which we 
ive ould not be broken. Sure I am, the bleſſed and 
f in duntiful Gop envies not his ſervants any of their 


eature comforts or delights; but he loves them, as 
aid before, with a ſtrong and powerful love, and will 


ings, in the everlaſting-enjoyment of which they 


er we are afflicted in any kind, we are emptied of 
ne created good; as poverty is nothing but tho 
ſence of riches, ſickneſs the want of eaſe, of or- 
r, of health in the conſtitution, reſtraint is the 


or liberty, &c; So then it appears, that in a 


„e. of affliction Gov is emptying us of creature 
joyment : for indeed affliction itſelf. is little on 


dd that then the e of the creature doth 
ft appear, I ſuppoſe all will grant. The fick 
on looks upon his decayed-ſtrength, and wither- 


"BS th of the Scripture, © — All fleſh is graſs.” Anr 
er caſts: about his eyes with Samſon, and ſees 
aps upon heaps, and cries. out, like one that feels 


pt ſuffer them to live fo much to-their loſſes as they 
„ when they ſpend:noble affections upon tranſitory 


uld never be happy. No, afflictions are a nega- 
e, if we ſpeak properly, even as ſin is: and, when 


thing elſe but ſueh an emptying or deprivation. 


members, and is feelingly convinced of the 
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the weight of his own words, Childhood 
“ youth are vanity; or, alas! how ſoon is f 
deſire of ones eyes taken away with a ſtroke ! A 
other {tes his goods carried away before his f. 
and his houſe on fire before his eyes, and then crie 
ont, that he hath a real proof of the vanity 
thoſe things, which Solomon had long ago obſer 
| a, Prov. xxiii. 5. Riches take themſelves v 
+: and fly away as an eagle. towards haves 
Whilſt we fee the creatures ſtand, we will not h 
lieve but they are ſtable; whilſt we fee them fi 
and flouriſhing, we cannot rightly lay to heart t 
withering nature of them: but when we fee the 
cat down, we then conclude they were but flowen 
when we ſee them flitting, we conclude they a 
ſhadows; when Gop pours them out upon t 
ground, we are then convinced that they were u 
ſtable as waters: to ſhew us what the beſt of o 
creature enjoyments are, Gop is forced to t 
them quite away, that they may be no more:. 
Now then in ſuch a caſe, at ſuch a time, o 
verſe with the infinite ſelf. ſufcient Fulneſs of Gol 
Oh! now it is ſeaſonable, now it is your duy 
nay now it will be your greateſt policy. If ü 
channel, that creature channel be- ſtopt, in whit 
your affections were wont to run too freely, tu 
the ſtream of them into their proper channel 
which they may run freely, and neither ever m 
with obſtruction, nor ever overflow. Let yi 
foul grow up into acquaintance- and union v1 
Gop- by creature - breaches and diſappointment 
More particularly, converſe with the Telf- ſuffic 
Fulneſs cf Gp, 4 
1. By the act of creature denial: The oxieg d 
85 an gas abſolute, uncreated Fulneſs in a n 
5 md 
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W thly- things; even as the beholding of the ſun in 
Ari glory dazzles the eye to all things below. Go 


omes ſo great in the eye of the ſoul, that it 


fe 
ene not ſee the poor motes of worldly comforts 
ity Me a ſoul a feeling taſte of the infinite ſweetneſs 


| fulneſs of the fountain, and its thirſt after the 
r puddles of the world is preſently abated, if 
wen. perſectly quenched, according to that of out 
10UR, John iv. 14. Whoſoever ſhall drink 

m fa pf the water that I ſhall give him, ſhall ne- 
ut M rer thirſt,” that is, not after any other thing. 


e the 

wen. © They ſhall not thirſt,” who do enjoy theſe _ 
ey Iings of water. When this fountain is opened 
on e eye of the ſoul, and the ſoul begins to taſte ' 

ere uit, it longs to drink deeper of that indeed; but 

of or all other waters, waters of the ciſtern, the 

o looks upon them as not being, or at leaſt as 

„ We bitter, waters of Marah in compariſon. We 

e, o then truly converſe with the infinite, ſelt · ſuffi - 

LC t Fulneſs of Gop, when we look upon all crea- 


r dun good with a noble diſdain, are content to part 
1 it ; or if we do ſtill enjoy it, are reſolved 
wi njoy it only in Goy, and ſo look upon it, and 
it, only as a beam from the Father of lights; 


. fi 
unel drop of the infinite fountain of all perfections. 


er mme, is it not a poor and low thing that many 
et yu eſſors do, who acknowledge and magnify: the 
pecated Goodneſs, the Fulneſs of GOD, and yet 
men he fame time do. covet and court the creature 
ſuffice all eagerneſs, and their worldlineſs is appa- 
too hard for their religion? Methinks I hear 
eying WP {peaking to ſuch ſeeming friends, as Dalilah 
Samſon, Judges. Xvi. 15. How _— 
Js 
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e unto which is that goſpel promiſe, Iſa. xlix. 
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' a A Welcome to the Plague. | 
% fay, 1 love thee, when thy heart is not u 
me?“ To theſe mens hearts, methinks our 8 
| vious's dectrine ſhould ftrike cold, Matth. vi. 3 
«© Where your treaſure is, there will your hean] 


6 alſo:” And thoſe words of his beloved apoſ 
1 John ii. 15. If any man love the world, 
* love of the Faruk is not in him.” Lt 
man pretend and profeſs what he will, Rand in wa 
magnify the Fulneſs and Sufficieney of Go 
much as he will, if in the mean time his ſoul 
bound up in the creature, ſuch a man's religion 
vain; nay, indeed his profeſſion of Go becon 
a real reproaching of him, and a blaſphemy agi 
reaſon it ſelf. Let your low efteem of all. crea 
good in compariſon of the ſupreme good, 
readineſs to quit your title to every creature · 
fort, and in the mean time your care to live be 
it, witneſs the true and honourable eſteem, thet 


and feeling ſenſe that you have in e 
the infinite and ſelf-ſufficient Fulneſs of Gop: I 


however men may make a ſniſt to cheat _ 
God is not truly great in the ſoul, till all 
things become as nothing; neither doth the 
rightly : converſe with his infinite Fulneſs, fo | 
as any thing ſtands in a ee to it, or con 
tition with it. 

2. ConveRsE with: the ſelf-fafficient Fulnek 
God' by the grace of faith, I mean by that ad 
it, whereby we do intereſt. ourſelves, and as it u 
wrap up our own ſouls in- this fulneſs, and n 
it our own. And herein there is no danger of 
humble ſoul's being too bold or venturous; for 
proclamation i is full, and the invitation free, Ifa 
1. Jo. vii, 37. Rev: xXii. 17, **---Whoſoever 1 


F let him take the water of life freely,” What 
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4 ſays of the ſoul in regard of the divine original 
it, may ſure be better ſaid of a godly foul, in 
dect of the Divine Nature, and qualities of it, 
lum divina delectant, nec ut alienis intereſt, ſed 
t ſuis ;** it doth not converſe with things divine, 
vith another's, but as its own: And indeed we 
ot truly and comfortably converſe with the in- 
e Perfection and Fulneſs of God, if we have 
itle to it: but then we converſe with Gop, when 
converſe with our own Gos, not another's ; 
en the ſoul is able to ſay, All the fulneſs of Pow- 
Wiſdom, Goodneſs, is all mine in my head 
sr JEsus, for in him all this fulneſs dwells, 
ii. 9. and he dwelleth in me; in him are hid 
theſe treaſures, Col. ii. 3. and © my life alſo is 
id with CarisT in Gop,” as theirs was in 
iii. 3. You ſee then, that a foul cannot con- 
e with the infinite Fulneſs and Self- ſufficieney of 
d, but by Cuxls r; for it is in and by him that 
receive of divine Fulneſs, John i. 16. Hence 
that of the devout father, Tolle meum, tolle 
deum;“ to which I may add, © Tolle Jesum, 
t tollis meum. The fulneſs of a fountain is 
ing to me, except it be mine, There is bread 
gh in my FaTHER's houſe, fays the poor pro- 
; but for all that I periſh with hunger: So is 
living waters evermore in this uncreated life, 
infinite ſpring of all Perfection; yet many ſouls 
hoak'd with thirſt, becauſe the fountain is not 
s: it is a fountain ſealed, as Solomon ſpeaks” 
nother caſe; © The well is deep, and they 
* nothing to draw with,” as the woman ſaid 
erning another well, John iv. Therefore be 
you get an intereſt in the Fulneſs and Suf- 
ncy of God, or as Solomon ſpeaks in another 
| caſe, 
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_ = Fountain, yea drink abundantly, ye beloved of ( 


the ſupreme and ſelf-ſufficient Good, ſpreading 


it. But he who lives upon uncreated Fulnef 


h vo Prov. v. 15 © Drink waters out of 
. 4 own wel.” * 3 : ; 
3. Converst with the ſelf-ſufficient Fulad 

Gon, by delighting yourſelves in it: Drink of 


Canticles v. 1. yea, ly down' by it, Pſal. xxii 
yea, bathe yourſelyes wholly in it: Enter j 
< the joy of your Lox,” ly down in his bo 
ſpread yourſelves in his Love and Fulneſs. 
beloved diſciple leaning upon the breaſt of his Ly 
at ſupper, was but a dark ſhadow, a poor ſcant 
' ſemblance of a beloved ſoul, which by 'the ly 
acts of joy, confidence, and delight, — itſelf d 
in the boſom of Jesus, and doth not feed 1 
him, but feed upon him, and his All-ſufficiency. 
do we converſe indeed feelingly and comfortably: 
the infinite Fulneſs, when the ſoul is ſwallow 
in it, doth reſt in it, is filled with it, and 
upon it. Oh the noble and free · born ſpirit of 
religion, that diſdaining the purſuit .of Joy 
Created things, is carried out with delight to 
and dwell, and live upon uncreated Fulnels ! Wm 
38 aſoul raiſed to its Juſt altitude, to the very lt 
of its being, when it can ſpend all its powers 


Atretching itſelf upon Gop with Full content 
and wrapping up itſelf entirely in him. Th 
the ſoul's way of living above loſſes; and} 
ſo lives, tho he may often be a loſer, yet ſbal! 
be at a loſs. He, who feeds upon created gov 

or ſweetneſs, may ſoon eat himſelf out of all; 
ſtock will be ſpent, and, which is worſe the 
vill be dried up, that hath nothing elſe to nc 


he ſ 


oye at a "loſs, tho" he 19 80 never ſo much oi. 
real 
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ature : for wlio will value the ſpilling of à diflr 
water, who hath a well of living water at his 


or, from whence-he had that, and can have more 
of ood, tho“ not the fame. Nay, to ſpeak pro- 
f 0 ly, this is the only way to loſe nothing: for how 
xi he be properly ſaid'to loſe any thing, who poſe 


illed with the Fulneſs of Gop, Be ſure, there» 
„that in the want, in the loſs of all things, you 


kuk ili, 17, 18, 


lov Wl word of : exhortation; 3 | 
I | „% ConvtrsE not with cerat e-comfe ts,” 
$ 


0 I may well call them. Tho! they be never 


vers igh in the opinion of them who have them, and 5 


r ſo large as to the proportion that any one 
te nuf of them, they are low in compariſon of that 


ad be cant as to any real happin neſs or ſatisfaction 
they can poſibiy give 
ſenſual fouls that — up theirrreſt and haf 


ſe te; not filled, but for the preſent glutted- witty. 
to n There are many unlaw ful, and hurtful ways 
Fulnel e ſoul's converſing with”: created comforts ; 1 
uch Wc run 28 them all, as not; intending any 
” os large: 


4 Beleoms 7 ah he i 683 


bs all things? And ſo doth he, I am ſure, who - 


upon the fountain-fulneſs,- delight yourſelf in 8 
Lonp, after the example of the © prophet LY 


ed i avs gone thro? the Joftrinal part of my a 
ee upon theſe words, which was the thing I 
ably ly intended; Many inferences might be drawn 
owe. it: but 1 ſhall content myſelf to forbid,” and 

| « "WM" i vere to remove out of the way; ſome things 

t of 


hinder this great duty, and fo _ 809 * with- f 


oor, low, and ſcant enjoyments of this world; 


and ſupreme good for which the ſoul was made, 
:- for-indeed thoſe unf! 
in them, are not properly fatisfied, but far« 
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large diſcourſe upon | theſe heads. Converſe 1 
with them, fondly delighting in them, and dot 
upon them; eſpecially take heed of this when 00 
is ſhaking his rod over any of them. Dothi G 
ariſe and begin to plead with you in judgment, 
ing his hand upon any of theſe, and threatning| 
Fake them from you? Oh then hands off! to 
them not. What an unſeemly, and indeed m 
ſtrous fight is it to ſee a creature pulling aud y 
ging againſt his Creator, and maiftaining his 
poſed right againſt heaven itſelf! Is it for a hem 
born ſoul to ſtand gazing and doating upon, 
paſſionately weeping over created friends, c 

iberty, corporal health, houſes made with ha 
things below Gov, yea and below itſelf too? N 
not too much upon them, value them only in G 
and refer them freely to him. If you can ſay, 
have any thing of your own, make much of it, 
ſpare not; but give unto Gop the things that 
God's, and by that time you have done ſo, It 
you need not doat upon what is left. We a 
indeed at all times to enjoy all our creature 

forts with hearts looſed from them; but if form 
our hearts have been too _ / Joined to ti 
it is time now to looſen them. 

2. © Converse not with creature canſe 
“ time of affliction. This is a ſtrange kin 
atheiſtieal temper, into which we are very pron 
fall: I ſpeak properly, when I ſay fall; for i 
indeed a falling down from Gop in our * hearts 
whoſe infinite Efſence all creature cauſes are lapt 
and in whoſe hand the ſeveral ſucceſſes and en 
of them all do ly. Let a beaſt, that judges 
ſenſe, kick at the poor thorn that pricks him: 
let rational ſouls fix * the — 5 
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ſe ue | Agent, who in an infinite and-powerful - 

dotifMitul manner, uſes what creature he will, for what 

ne will, and ſends it of an errand- which. it- 

H ( knows not. Why do we run hunting poor 

nt, k ridg e-inſtruments upon the mountains of con- 

ning e ? ſhall the noble faculties of an immortal 

toi l ſpend themſelves upon ſuch an inquifition ? or 

d u: juſt to purſue an innocent creature out of 

ud f&ath for being an inſtrument in the hand of Gop ; 

118 quarrel with the ſword, becauſe it. ſuffered. itſelf 

hem be drawn; or beat the air, becauſe. it is infe&- 3 — 

on, I This were indeed to go out with the king gf . 

5 „ with much warlike preparation, to catch __ 

| ba I deny not but that wiſe men may look inta 

1? Þ on cauſes, and make many profitable obſervations 

in n them, both for preſent and future; and all men 

ay, and ought to learn many wholeſom leſſons even 

it, n the inſtrument that afflicts them. But ſure * 

that a godly man will not dwell upon. theſe; 

not fix here, but readily reſolve all LEE an 

re a er cauſe, and ſo falls to converſe with that: 

re Mh leſs will he blame or murmur at a poor harm 

form arrow, that flew no further than it was ſnot, 

to M pierced no deeper than it was bidden. Vea, 
te ſecond — — were a ſinful cauſe, a rational 

nes Wt, and fo conſequently: acted by malicious and 

ki principles, yet a godly ſoul knows how to 

a juguiſh upon him, and his. action; he hates him 

for i inner, but comports well enough with him, 

all Gov's inſtrument ;_ and tho' he condemns his 5 

e ht en as it varies from God's. command, yet he 

nd e roves of it as being ordered by Gop's hand 

adge — David hated curſing as much as any 

bim: , yet did he ſo eye the hand of Gop in.every 

} and - and comply with. it oo, that there wass 2 
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656 A Welcome tb the Plagne. 
time when he faid. concerning Shimei, * 80 let l 
« curſe.” Concerning this I hinted amen 

fore under another head: Therefore, 
3. © ConvERsE not with creature · cures, xt 
« ture relief,” Theſe may indeed be look d- 
after, and ſafely made uſe of when they are foi 
| nay, I will add further, that they are to be ſouy 
diligently, and uſed carefully. Tlieſe who ky 
the infinite-Sovereignty, Power and-Wiſdom of Gy 
will not ty him to means, much leſs to theſe or th 
particular means: But; on the other hand, th 
that underſtand Gos uſual and ordinate way 
acting and governing, and upholding the world; y 
not ty him up from means, no; nor expect tut 
ſhould appear: for their relief immediately and m 
; culouſly :. tho? if any one have a miraculeus 5 
truly grounded upon ſome fſpecith and 2 
promiſe, I will not contend with him ; only T1 
deſire to ſee his miraculous faitli juſtified: by: fa 
miraculous works, which I conecive do always m 
it, But tlie converſe with creature cures, wid 
forbid, is the immoderate ſeeking of them, or i 
inordinate uſing of them. To ſeek after means 
9 unlawful, can never become lawful : 
I ſpeak not of theſe. For, altho” ſome are cn 
to that height of atheiſm and abjuration- of Ga 
as to retain the devil himſelf for a counſel in a ti 
of ſtraits, as Saul: did; and contract with. the pri 
of death for the preſervation. of life in time 
. Keknieſs, as Ahaziah did: and 1 doubt very 1 
go fall into acquaintance with that evil ſpirit 
receive aſſiſtance from him before they be welkawi 
by medling with unphyfical, unſcriptural, um 
rantabfe cures : yet the greateſt danger is not 
in licitis-) Ie omnes; the greateſt dan 
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-of miſcarrying about things in themſelves-lawtul : : 
d that is chiefly by thoſe two. ways which I named 5 
t now. Take heed therefore of immoderate ſeek- .. 
ig after created helps: be not anxious, perplexad, — 
rmented im mind by a paſſionate deſire of any of 
eſe, . Oh: what a raging and unquenchable thirſt 
ave many men After creature cures ! they will move 
aver and earth, and almoſt hell too (with her in: 
de poet) but they will find out relief... Give me- a 
yſician, or I die, ſays one; give me trading, good 
arkets, a plentiful: crap, or I am undone, ſays 


way iother. What man! is thy life lapt up in a pill, 
ld; incorporated. into-a potion ? is thy main haps» - 
that Wncſs in the abundance of theſe-things here below? 


r wilt thou ſay to the wind, blow. here in this 
arter,, and nowhere elſe ;;ty up the ſupreme and 
ee Agent to a form and method of work ing? Let 
ot ſuch a prophane diſpoſition be fonnd a- 
ongſt us; Again, if you have found out hopeful. 
eature cures; take heed of uſing them in an in- 
dinate manner, laying ſtreſs upon them; looking Y 
rneſtly on them, as tho'-they by their own power 
d proper virtue — make the lame to walk, or- | 
je ſick to recover. Eye not, much leſs depend 
on the virtue of any created means, as diſtintr 
om GOD: but acknowledge the power, and virtue, 
ad goodneſs of every created being, to be tjge 
per, and. Virtue, and Goodneſs of Gop in that 
eature; and ſo conſequently uſe it in ſubordination 
dd ſubſerviency to the ſupreme Cauſe; who. can at 
eaſure let looſe or ue the mee virtues 
every ſuch means. | 
4. © ConveRsE..not* witty creature tofſes-1 in a 
time of affliction,” The - ſinful ſoul that hath- . 
OI from COIN ä | 
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ture, is always intemperate and reſtleſs: if it| 
diſappointed in its converſe with creature cut 
and ſees that for all theſe his comforts are cut of 
health, liberty, friends, are periſhed ; then he fa 
to converſe with his loſſes, and ſpends the pow 
of his ſoul in diſcontents, and many. diſmal paſ 
ons. Oh then! alas, I am undone ! © What ſb 
I do for the hundred talents?” I am the on 
© man that hath ſeen affliftion ; no. ſorrow like u 
„„ to my ſorrow:” I ſhall go ſoftly all my day 
ſor the joy of my heart is periſhed, the delight, 
my eyes is cut off, Thus Rachel weeps for hy 
children, and will not be comforted ; Rizpah x 
tends the carcaſſes of her ſons, and wil not be pa 
ted from them, 2 Sam. xxx, It is a ſtrange thi 
that a ſoul ſhould live upon its loſſes; and yet ho 
many do ſo? Their very ſoul cleaves. to the dul 
where their creature comforts are interred ; wh 
| fouls are ſo much bound up in the creature, th 
they will needs live and die together with then 
If Gop ſmite the gourd, and make it to witha 
Jonah droops, and will needs die toe, Jonah iy, 
9. If Joſeph be miſſing a while, Jacob will n 
be comforted ; no, he will go down into the gra 
unto his "Wag mourning, Gen. xxxvii. 35. Wh 
would have thought to have heard ſuch words, fr 
ſuch wiſe men, as a prophet and a patriarch ? ( 
the ſtrange and unbounded power which this u 
. ſeemly ereature- love hath obtained over the beltt 
men! which makes me call him a happy man, a 
molt more than a man, a compeer of angels, nl 
| hath learn'd to converſe with Gop alone. Wd 
converſe not with creature loſſes; let not your ſo 
take up its lodging by the carcaſſes of your creat! 
Rn, with. . dwell not upon the Jon 
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ning of Cop, and to ſome higher good, and 


„ who live upon their loſſes, who dwell upon 
dark fide of the diſpenſation; for every fark 
ovidence hath one bright fide, wherein 4 
| may take mn if *. de not anti 


nſelf. | & 


pre than men, Gal. i. 16. And indeed, if we 
fer with men only for eounſel, and repair to 
n only for comfort in a time of afliction, we ſhoot 
ort of the mark. But by fleſh and blood the ſcrip- 
e elſewhere often means man in this his animal 
te, as he is in. his corruptible, mortal body, as 


s ſenſe 1 ſpeak, when I fay, converſe not with 


ified reaſon, and not with brutiſh' appetite; 


ſenſual appetite diſtaſtes : an enlightned mind 
judge that to make for the . intereſt of the ſoul, 


h ! (WG its eternal happy ſtate, which ſenſe judges kuet- | 
is to the intereſt of the body, and its animal ſtate. - 
belt Mis not poſſible there ſhould be any order, nor con- 


uently any peace or reſt in that ſoul, where the in- 
tor faculties domineer over. the ſaperior,. and fen- 
ve powers lord it over the intellectual, and where 


into the throne to determine-caſes, and Bebe rea · 


1 muſt ſtoop and bow before it. * 
| | BER 


ad of the! ladder, Ahead voided; Prey ns 
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bre excellent attainment. They live to their 
godly | 
to k 


. Converss not with fleſh and blood.” By | 
and blood, I ſuppoſe the apoſtle meags no 


Cor. xv. 50. and many other places. And in 
and blood. Judge not according to your ſen- 
; let not your own. ſenſual appetite determine 

at is good or evil, ſweet or bitter: Conſult with 


nfer with faith, and not with fancy. Rectifed a 
ſon will judge that to be really good, which | 


ging appetite and extravagant fancy muſt clamber 
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Bx admoniſhed-to fly converſe with all theſe 
you would converſe rightly, purely, properly, < 
fortably with Gop, which is the higheſt office q 
attainment of created nature, Conſider. what 1! 
faid concerning this excellent and high employma 
and awaken your ſouls, and all.the powers of the 
to meet the LoD Gop, and - with him 
| naw in the way of his K Converſe 1 i 
with God'in K n in h 
855 — with Gop in his attribu andi labo 

to do it not ſpeculatively, — but real 
practically, according as I have directed in the forty 
ing diſcourſe. Religion is not an empty, airy, notia 
ching; it is not a matter of thinking, nor of tl 
ing: but it hath a real exiſtence in the ſoul, x 

doth as really diſtinguiſh, tho! not ſpecifically, of 
man from another, as reaſon diſtinguiſhes: all ny 
from beaſts, Converſe with Gop is ſer out 
ſeripture, by living and walking, and the like, 

me inculcate this thing therefore again, and: preſs] 
upon you, and I ſhalt finiſh all. As the way 


1 — glorifying GopD in the world is not by a ms 
thinking of him, or entertaining ſome” notion 


his glory into our heads, but conſiſts in a real p 
ticipation of his image, in a Gop- like diſpoſiti 


and holy conyerſation, | necording to that of 0 


| Saviovs, John xv. 8. Herein is my Father glot 
© fied,” 8&c, ſo the way of converſing with Gov 
his ſeveral attributes is not -a thinking often v 
ourſelves,” and telling one another that Gop is ji 
wiſe, merciful, &c, tho" this be good; but it is 
drinking in che virtue and value of theſe divine fe x 
fections, a working of them into: thei ſoul ; a 
on the other hand, the ſoul's rendring of 1 
75 Gon in thoſe: acts of grace Which ful with f 
| n 


% %Y by Hog 2 


4 12 to 2 8 


ributes, as in water face anſwereth BY 1 = 
t call bare performance of duties a converſing 
h GoD..: Prayer and meditation, & c. are excel. 
t means, in and by which our foul converſes 
1 GOD; but communion with God is properly 1 
ewhat more ſpiritual, real, powerful and divine, 

hin Wording as I deſcribed it juſt now. As, for ex- | 
ple, the ſoul .receives .the impreſſions of divine x2 
in ereignty into it, and gives up itſelf unto GO > 
the grace of ſelf-denial, and humble ſubjection:: 

real ſou! receives the communications of divine Ful- 


oro; and Perfection, and entertains the ſame with | 

ot cht and complacency, and, as it were, grows 
f tl in it; even as the communications of the | 24 
1, nes of the fun are anſwered with life, and 2 


mth, and growth in the plants of the earth. So. 
vul's converſing with the attributes of God is 
an empty notion of them, or a dry diſcourſe 


. cerning them, but a reception of impreſſions 1 

reh them, and a reciprocation to them: the ef- 1 
ray es of theſe from Gop are ſuch as do beget re 
ions in man towards God, This is to knoW > 
ion is r, to grow up in him into all things, accor - 
Into that in 1 John iii. 6. Whoſoever 4 5 2 


bath not ſeen him, neither n him. 
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WE ARE ABSENT , FROM THE LORD. . 
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| "LO apoſtle having in the firſt verſe of 
this chapter laid down the doctrine of eter- 
nal glory which ſhall follow upon this tran- 
ſitory ſtate of believers, ſhews in the fol- 
= — — how he himſelf longed within himſelſ, 
groaned after that happy ſtate: and then pro- 
s to give a double ground of this his confident. 
ectgzon; one in ver. 5. therefore is the apoſtle 
fident concerning the putting off of this mortal 4 
y, berauſe Gop:. had wrought. and formed him- * 
this ſtate of glory, and already given him an 5 
jeſt of it, even his Holy Sriair; the other 5 
ad of the confidence ys ſettledneſs of his mind 5 


£4 wit . 
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As to his defires of a. change, is taken from his n 

| ſent ſtate in the body, which was but poor and u 
comfortable, in compariſon of that glorious (tat 
this in the words of the text, Therefore we u 
*c..always- confident, knowing that whilſt wen 
< at home in the body, we are abſent from 
# Lord.” For I do not take the words ve x 
% confident” concerning the apoſtle's reſolvedng 


Vith a. quiet and ſober mind, to ſuffer any kind 


perſecution or affliction whatever ; 5 ' but © we 

«© always confident,” i. e. we do witlr-corifidend 
expect, or at leaſt, We are always well fatish 
contented, well r e in our minds, concern 
our departure out of this life: for the apoſtle 1 

ſpeaking, not of afflitions or perſecutions in t 
Former verſes, but indeed of death, which he ei 
a diſſolving of the earthly houſe of this taberna 


ver. I, and a being clothed upon with our houſe wi fu 


is from heaven, ver. 2, 4. Yea, and thus the ap 
ſtle explains himſelf, - verſe 8. - where he tells 
what he means by this his confidence, We : 

% confident and willing rather to be abſent fr 
ce the body: where the latter words are exegeti 
to the former: q. d. It is better to be with 
Loxp than in this mortal body; but we cannot 
with the Lozp whilſt we are in this body, it key 
us from him, therefore we have the confidence 

part with it. It is the reaſon of the apoſtle's c 
Hdence and willingneſs to part with the body 2 
am to ſpeak. of; and the reaſon is, becauſe 

dy keeps him from bis Lond, hilft wes 
"&© at home in the body, we are abſent from 
% Loxp.” The words ae a metaphor, and # 
to be tranſlated thus, We indwelling in the | 


0 4 y, do dwell out from the Lon p:“ which 


A Farewell to. Life. 5 
inflation renders; woll, taking. little notice of the 
zetaphor, ** whilſt we are at. home in the body, we | 

are abſent from the Load; tho”. i i SE 4 
ey had left out that word « at home it would | "0 
ave been as well, and fo- have — the meta- 2 
bor altogether, as we may haply hint hereaſter. 
he words are 2 reaſon of the apoſtle's willingneſs 
be diſſolyed, and contain a kind of an accuſation 
the body, and. ſo ſeem to lay a blame upon it, 
xd upon this animal life, which muſt be remem- 
ed. Now, for the former phraſe of being at 
home in the body,” it is eaſily underſtood, and 
nerally, I think, agreed upon; to be no more 
an whilſt we carry about with us this corruptible 
h; whilſt we live this naturaÞ animal life: it on- 
ſignifies man in his compounded, animal ſtate, 
war, 6 ,, and doth not at all allude to his 
ful, unregenerate, or carnal- ſtate. But the lat: 
phraſe, * abſent from the LoD,“ is capable of 
double ok, both good and true, and I: think 
th fit enough to the context and driſt of the apa» 
. 1 der int mid apo d 
er. 
1. « Waruer we am in the body, we are ab 4 
ſent from the Lok, ji. e. © from the bodily - 
preſenco of the LoD in heaven, abſent from 
als r Jxsus and his glory: And ſo the words 
the ſame in ſenſe_ with 1 Cor, xv. 50. © Fleſh 
and blood: canngt inherit the kingdom of Gov g. 
by fleſn and. chere muſt needs be meant 
in this animal. corruptible- ſtate; And ſo the 
ile accuſes this kind of life in the body, and 
it were blames it ſor ſtanding between him and 
glorined Loxb, and fo, conſequently, between 
nd. the glory _ * * this 2 


n 
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doth well agree with what went before, and 
What follows. The apoſtle hath a great mind 
depart: for whilſt he is in the body, he is abſe 
from his perfect happineſs; for this is the conſumm 
tion of a Chriſtian's happineſs, to be with f 
Lox, to be admitted to a deholding of his infyj 
glory, as appears by our Sa viovn's earneſt pry 
er for this, John xvii. 24. FATHER, I will d 

« they alſo whom thou haſt giver-me, be with i 
< where 1 am, that they may behold my gloy! 
Beſides, if we ſhall ſee him as he is, we muſt d 
needs be made like unto him, 1 John i Hi, 2. e 
bow can we be fit to live for ever in his preſen 
Now are we kept from this ſeeing and beholding 

the Loop in glory, by this animal life: it ſim 
| between us and the crown, between us and « 
Maſter's joy, between us and the perſect enjoyme 
of Go. To be with the LoRD, is a ſtate of je 
fect freedom from fin, No unclean _ ſhall 
. can enter into heaven, Rev. xxi. 27. A perk 
freedom from all manner of aMlitions, Rev, x 
4. “ There ſhall be no more ſorrow, nor cryi 
nor pain, and & axguy, vifo 741 aiwvea, all te 
5 ſhall be wiped away from their eyes: A f 
of freedom from all - temptations to fin; for 
tempting devil, and all tempting luſts ſhall bet 
out for ever: a ſlate of perfect peace without thel 
diſturbance from within, or from without; of p 
ſect joy, that ſhall neither have ęnd nor abaten 1 
and of perfect holireſs, when the whole ſoul i 
be enlarged and raiſed to know, and love, and: 
joy the blefſed Gop as much as ereated natur 
capable. T his is the happy ſtate of ſeeing Gt 
of being with the Lox n: and it is oùr corrupt 
body, this animal life that interpoſes between 
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"ry ſo that the apoſtle is confident, and rather 


ind ling to depart and be with the Loan, than ſtay 
able _ be without him. o 
umn 


© WriLST we are at home-in: the e 5 
care abſent from the Loa withoutany reference 
the world to come; and ie may be fitly tranſ- 
ts « diſtant from the Loxzp, eſtranged from Gop.“ 
his agrees well with the context, and ſcope of- the 
oſtle alſo. And thus the words are alſo a good 


glory ound of the apoſtle's reſolution and willingneſs 
uſt ii die, J. d. I am willing to be abſent 2 this: 
„ay; for whilſt I am in it, I find myſelf to-be at 


great diſtance from GoD. And: indeed: the word 
Mugs fignifies properly: to be at a diſtance, or 


ind off critick, without any | myſtery (as he ſpeaks) of 
oyme 12 that even believers themſelves ſtand at 

dm Gop in this life. And in this ſenſe J ſhall 
uſe to proſecute the words. In: which. ſenſe the 
elle blames this body and animal life, becauſe it 
ey, eps us ata diſtance from Gon: is a clog, a ſnare, 
tter,. a pinion: to the ſouk And ſo the words 
agree in ſenſe with thoſe of our Savroux,. Mat. 

A Hi. 41. The ſpirit is willing, but the fleſh iss 
weak: where by the. fleſh muſt needs be under-- 
od the body, if we conſider the context, viz. 
occaſion upon which the words were ſpoken, 
of pt ſleepineſs: of the apoſtles, or if we conſider: the 
ppriety: of ſpeech according to the ſtyle of the 


temen 
ou! e Teſtament. True indeed, the corruption of 
and ure is ſometimes called fleſh ; but: according to- 


be eſtranged: ſo I find ĩt interpreted by a Ban- N 


ature t way of ſpeaking, our Savioun would rather 


e ſaid, that the ſpirit was willing, but the fleſh 
rupt s ſtrong; as he ſaith elſewhere, that the ſtrong 
ween n armed kept the houſe. 

ä | Nom 


| Farewell to Life. 
Now to explain this doctrine a little! J 
c even the godly themſelves, whilſt they are in i 
E body, are at a diſtance from the LOA D:“ It m 
be 2 that the godly ſoul is nigh unto G0 
even whilſt it ſojourns in this mortal body, 4 
tottering fleſh, All ſouls are involved in the apoſt 
of Adam, and are fallen down from Gon, have al 
ſtraggled from their Gop, and are funk into 
ald the ereature: Gop opened away ſor their 
turn by the Blood of Jxsus; for we owe it u 
Cuxtsr's death, not only that Gon is reconci 
to us, pardoning our ſins, but that any of 
natures become reconciled t# Gop, by accepting 
Him as our Gop, and loving him as the chic 
| , Good, © Now there is a double being brought i 
to Cop by CayrisT. The firſt is more gene 
external, and; as. I may. fay, rational: thus | 
partition-wall being broken down, the Gentiles t 
were converted from their idolatry to a profeſſion 
God and CHrIsT, and admitted to a communi 
with the viſible church, are upon that account | 
to be brethren' to the reſt of Gop's children, 1 
v. 11. and as to the church, they are ſaid to 
within it, ver. 12, tho' at the ſame time they wt 
fornicators, covetous, drunkards; and as to Gt 
they are ſaid to be made nigh, Epheſ. u. 13, 
profeſſing of God is ſaid to be a being nigh to hi 
and even an external performance is ſaid to | 
drawing nigh to him; and fo Nadab and Ab. 
even in the offering of ſtrange fire, are ſaid toh 
drawn nigh to Gop, Levit. x. 3. And this, f 
it de a privilege, yet is not that henourable pt 
lege of the truly godly ſouls, who are by Cyr 
Jz8vs raiſed up to Gon in their hearts, and 
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A Farewell id Life... 
aciled to him in their natures, and: united to him 


their affetions,. and ſo: are made nigh unto. him. 
a more eſpecial and ſpiritual manner. Thus all 


ſul and wicked ſouls, notwithſtanding all their 


poſt nged from the life of Gov, Enmity and diſ- 
e u ilitude are the moſt real diſtance from Gop ; and. 


10 Hy Gop-like ſouls only are nigh unto- him, they 
cir ell in him, and he dwelleth in them as in his moſt. 


per temple, As to any kind of appoſition, no» 
can draw nigh to Gor, nor by any local acceſ- 


xf , for fo all men are alike nigh to him who is 
tin ry where, and the worſt as well as the beſt of. 
chien do live and move in him. But they are really” 
ht ih unto Gov, who do enjoy him ;. and- they only- 


oy him, whoſe natures are conformable to him. 
us a way of love, goodneſs, and Gap-like perfecti- 


les g. We do not enjoy Gop by any groſs and. 
ſion Wernal' conjunction with him, but we enjoy him, 


| are nigh unto him by an internal union; hen 


and derives a divine life into them, and thro? 
em.” And ſo a godly ſoul only is really and: 
pily nigh unto: Gop,. Thus the apoſtle Paul, I 
eve, was as nigh unto Gop as any man in the 
Id, who: did not only live and move in Gon, 
all men do (tho' few underſtand it) but Gop did 
1 live, and as it were breathe in him: the v ay 
that he lived was © by faith in the Sox of Cop, 

. li. 20. Fon tho' he walked in the fleſh, yet 


this gracious ſoul, even as "all other believers, 
reaſon of his creatureſhip, for of that he doth 
finite: 


ffeſſion and performances, are far from GO), 


a divine Sr I informeth and acteth our:ſouls,. 


a walk after the fleſh, 2 Cor X. 3: "And: 


at a diſtance Som God; and that not ſo much 


_ (lo the very angels of Cop are at an in- 


„ 


469, -: e 6 . 


Finite. diſtance from God) but by reaſon of] 
mortal body, and animal life, which hindreq 
from being ſo nigh to-GoD,, as his ſoul was capd 
to be, —“ whilſt we are in the body, we are4 
« ſent from the Lonp;“ i. e. at a e diſtu 
from Go. : 
1ſt, WE are diſtant be Gov. © as fo l 
8 knowledge | which we ſhalt have of bim 1 
loſophical divines ſpeak of a threefold: knowley 
I. „r Tawoians an eſſential knowledge of Gi 
This is that unſpeakable. light, whereby the din 
Nature comprehends its own eſfence ; wherein 6 
ſeeth himſelf. 2. zr tmiciunr, by ſcience. NH 
man is capable of in this life, But this kind 
knowing of Gop by way of ſcienee, is but a 
and dry thing, common to good and bad, men 
devils: and is indeed the perfection: of the ler 
more than of the godly : And this kind of k 
edge of God, the glorified ſoub will red 
4 but like a fable, or a parable, when it ſhall 
once ſwallowed up in Go, feaſting upon th 
4 itſelf, and ſeeing God in the pure rays off 
« own Grviniry;" 3. ler vary, or by intuit 
This man cannot attain to- in this life, in its g 
fection, becauſe it ariſes from a Blisful union v 
Gop himſelf, which in this animal ſtate is in 
fect. This in the Platonick phraſe is 2 220 
vos, A contact of GoD, and in Scripture-lang 
a beholding of God face to face, which we ar 
capable of in this animal concreys ſtate. 80 


te anſwer of Gop to Moſes be underſtood, v 


he beſought Gop to ſhew him his glory, E 
xxxiii. 18. i. e. to imprint a diſtinct idea o 
Divine. e 22 his wind, ver. 20. . 
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can — Rve; * i. e. no- man; _— e6r> 

tible ſtate and nal life, -is capabie⸗ of ſeelng | 
as 1 am, to apprehend my divine Eſſence; to 
my face. The viſion of Gop is not in this 
„but in the other; ſo that a man muſt die before 
can thus know GoD: This is the expoſition of 
iſh doctors, and our learned countrymen do 
rove it alſo, This bleſſed knowledge of God 
are at a diſtance from whilſt we are in this body 
the apoſtle declares plainly, 1 Cor: xiii. 1 2. 
Now we ſee darkly as through a glaſs,” but the 
will come when we ſhalt ſee as we are ſeen, and 
Was we are known. New our body principals 
inders the operation of our minds, when they 
exerciſe themſelves about the nature of Gov, 
| it preſents | its fancies, and groſs i imaginations 
e ſoul ; ſo it becomes, as it were, a-vail | 
face of the ſoul, draws'a cloud, and caſts a 
over its eyes, that it cannot difcern diſtinctly, 
judge properly aud fpiritually. And with allu- 
to this, that paſſage of the apoſtle is proper 
fi gnificant, «we ſee as through a glaſs,” © which 
laſs is indeed continually ſullied and darkned 
hilſt we look into it by the breathing of our 
ima} fancies and imaginations upon it,” Not 
7 thoſe ſtinking: foggs of pride and ſelf. love; 
other ſinful corruptions, that do ariſe out of 

ſoul itſelf, hinder our right perceptions of Gon; 
the earth ſends out vapours out of itſelf, which 
and interpoſe between itſelf and the ſun)” but 
1 the animal fancy eaſts in its phantaſms and ima- 
ations as a miſt before the eye-of the ſoul; , which 
ugh divine Grace hath been ſomewhavenlightned, 
cleared from its inbred ſinful humours; Tho? 
amm IE N 
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"ot it aa ſee ; yet chat 4 
but that the fancy, by preſenting, i its bas 
ginations, doth alſo caſt a miſt before it, t 
cannot ſee. well, nor judge rightly; and F 
either held in-groſs ignorance, or lapſes int: er 
But in the regeneration, this ſenſe either ſhall 
be, or ſhall be pure and ſpiritual z. 
0 '2dly, WuritsT we are in the body, we — 
ſtant from Gop, as to that ſexvice which 
. © ought- to perform to him in the w 
herein it were endleſs' to run thorow. al thok 
ward duties which we owe unto GoD in the be 
and to ſhew how. the body becomes a hindr 
either to them, or in them. Tho” the ſoul be made 
: ling and forward, by a divine principle implante 
m, yet the body remains-a body, a weak and ſſag 
inſtrument; and ſo it will be whilſt it is ani 
it will go down-into- the duſt a weak body, 1 
xv, 43. What man ever had a more willing 
chearful heart than Moſes the friend. of GD! 
his hands were heavy, and ready to hang: do 
Exod. xvii; 12. Shall I inſtance in tlie excel 
duty of preaching and hearing; wherein the ſi 
of the moſt ſpiritual preacher are ſoon. exhaukk 
the tongue of the learned is ready to cleave 
the roof of his mouth, the head is ſeized 
dizzineſs, the heart with pantings, the organs 
ſpeech with wearineſs, and the knees with tr 
bling, and the ears of the moſt devout hearers 
heavineſs, the eyes with ſleepineſs, and the wi 
body in a ſhort time with weakneſs ? Shall 1 inf 
F1 the noble duty of prayer; wherein the pious 
goes out to GopD, but can ſcarce get its. bod) 
. azcompany it; and there the fancy diſtracts, 
1 ſenſes divert, and indeed alk the ennegs are m 


A Exrevell nfs OW. |} 
il play the truants, if not the traitors too? eſpe- 
„ r gr te tarbarnwy 
ienly environed with a rude rout of fluggilt 
ſo ours ariſing from the ſtomach, and being ns 
ener able to defend itſelf againſt them, fall down 
hall in the midſt of them: inſomuch that the poor 
is ready to wiſh ſometimes with the ſorrow- 
are WY prophet, © Oh that T had in the wilderneſs a 
ich odging place, that I might leave my members, 
and go from them, for they are all an aſſembly 
dſe f treacherous ſervants; or wiſh that it were like 
e bells avrovur, who could leave his raw diſciples 
adap, and go and pray apart, and come again unto 
aden? Shall 1 inſtance in that high duty of ſu- 
ante ing martyrdom, bearing perſecutions for Gop? 
; e on my body, cries the holy ſoul, come on - 


he ſtake; come my head, lay down thy ſelf 
this block; come my body, compoſe thy ſelf 

is dark dungeon; come my feet, fit your ſelves 

0! WF theſe ſtocks'; come my hands, draw on theſe 

g drs; theſe iron bracelets ; come, come drink the 
excel that my FATHER gives thee. But oh how it 

ge ſpi ws to the ſtake ! what ſhaking, ſhivering, 
hauf bling, and reluctancy may you ſee in the whole 
leave ture of it! The head hangs down, the eyes 
over, the lips quiver, the ſhoulders pull back, 
roans bands tremble, the knees knock together, and 
whole fabrick is ready to tumble down, for 
of falling, Either to this (as ſome interpret) 
chat duty of prayer (as others) doth that 
inſuf ur Saviour refer, Mark xiv. 3g. © The ſpirit 
ious deed is willing, but the fleſh is weak.” It 
the ſpirit of the weakeſt Chriſtian is ſtrong, tho® 
acts, body (as we have ſeen) of the ſtrongeſt faint 
ak, tho" indeed it is not tt" 
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that is in e body that I am to 1 8 te, 
the influence. that the body hath upon the foi 
Weaken that; for, whilſt the ſoul ſympathizes y 


| 8 body, attends to it, ſpares it, pities it, 
85 Wy "2 becomes almoſt ill affected to the 5 —4 


I am not ſo much blaming the body, beca 


had need by reaſon of its ſiothfulneſs to be h 


on to duty, but becauſe by its influences, it d 
on the ſoul alſo from them; for ſo we find it 
woful experience, that if the bolly do leey 
ſoul cannot wake, it cannot hear without the 
vor ſee without the eyes: ſo that the 
wearineſs at length ends in the ſoul's nuryillinn 
and the weakneſs of. ic one grows to de the 
of the other 

' , 2dly, Waals, we are in the body, we an 

diſtance from Gop, as to communion with hi 


we are eſtranged * fellowſhip with him, wi 


is indeed to be abſent from-the Lox D. Oh! 


many weary and uncomſortable days do poor ſi 
live, at a great diſtance from their Gop, their 


their happineſs, whilſt they are in their wo! 
pilgrimage, in their cage of fleſh ! Oh ! how 
ny days do they forget Gop, and are apt to tl 


that Gop , hath. forgotten them too !! how do | 


live ſometimes, as it were, without ob 1a 
world, their ſouls being ſurſeited wich carnal 
ſures, benummed with fears, frozen with {elf-i 
choaked with cares, ſtifled with griefs, and ſeen 
have no more feeling of Gos, their life, th 
body in the duſt hath of the ſoul its life! ( 
what a heavy yoke doth: the poor ſoul draw u 
when it-plows and harrows' to the fleſh, and cu 
lift up its head to heaven! Oh! how is our it 
courſe with. God obſtructed, our beholding of 


U 
DY 
hi 
ar 
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ured, our entertaining of him prevented, our 
ment of him diſturbed and violated, our love 
him deadned, and his love to us damped ; ours 
ired infirm, ad his. rendred infenſible, and all 
this make-bate mortal fleſh! Alas ! what uncer · 

ties and viciſſitudes, what changing and toſſings, 

ings and windings, are our poor pilgrim fouls 

exerciſed with ! what breakings and piecings, 
aciliations and fallings out, cloſing and parting, 
g and felling, what ups and downs, what for- 
s and backwards, doth the poor diſtreſſed ſoul. 
rience in this animal ſtate ! The flouriſhing foul. 
ers, the lofty ſoul languiſhes, the vigorous: ſoul 
s, the nimble ſoul flaggs, the devout: foul 
dns, the lively ſoul fickens, and is ready to 
up the ghoſt; and ſhe that was a while ago 
g and glorying in the arms of her Loxp a- 


andi lies embracing a dunghill, and hath almoſt for- 
1 FE" that ever ſhe was happy: her peace is viola- 
or her reſt is diſturbed, her converſe with heaven 


apted, her incomes from Gop are few and 
lible, her outgoings to him are few and lazy, 
the rivers of her divine pleaſures are almoſt - 
up. And all this, whilſt ſhe is in this body: 
ndeed a great part of it by reaſon of this body 
hich ſhe is; the animal body keeps us diſtant 
the Long that we cannot converſe with him, 
| him, enjoy him, live upon him and unto him. 


irawing down the ſoul, when it would raiſe up 
in contemplation of, and communion with the k 

d God. And fo, N 
Tax Neceſſities of the bady ade the fout's x 
union with the LoRD. Not that the neceſſi- 
the body are ſimply in themſelves to be bla- 
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body being fitted only for this animal ſtate, is 
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1 5 the caring for thiſs doth io — 
Gul in this ſtate, that it cannot attend uren | 

without diſtraction. Oh! how much doth the n 

xy caring for meat and drink, food and: phyſick, | 

the ordering-of temporal affairs, eſtrange from ei 


munion and converſe with GOD! ſo that the þ 


like poor Martha, is cumbred with TIER | 
buſied with much ſerving in this houfe, and c. 
attend ſo devoutly and entirely as it ought W 
Lok. If the body be pinched with pain, theþ 
cannot be at reſt, but muſt needs look out for 
lief; if the body be pinched with hunger and thy 
the foul can take no reſt till it have found ou 
Aupply for it; if the one be ſick, the other is| 
if the one be hungry. or thirſty, the other ſeem 
'Janguiſh.: like Hippocrates his twins that Jaught 

_ £ried, lived and died together. 

_ Iv is a wonderful myſtery, and a rare fe 
| how the ſoul comes to ſympathize with the b 
and to have not only a knowledge, but, as it n 
a feeling of its neceſſities; how theſe come ti 
conveyed to the foul, and how it comes to bel 
affected with them. But we find it ſo: and ind 
to ſpeak truth, it ſeems neceſſary for the mint 
ing of this animal ſtate that it ſhould be fo, 
the ſoul ſhould be, as it were, hungry, weary, | 
and ſleep too together with the bod. For if 
<<. ſon} ſhould not know what it is to be hun 
& thirſty, cold, or ſick, or weary, but by 2 
ce. ratiocination; - or a hy ſyllogiſtical infere 
c without any more eſpecial feeling of theſe ne 
« ſities, it would ſoon ſuffer the body to lan 
e and decay, and commit it wholly to all ch 
cc. and caſualties; neither would our own bod 


L avy more to us than the body of a plant ors 


£ v l — 
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ſtar; which Po EASE 
| clearneſs, . and contemplate. with as much con- 
tentment, as we do our own.” Bat, in the 
jcan time, the ſoul is diverted from its main em 
Joyment, | turned aſide from its communion with 


xdies to eat, and drink, and put on, which is 
wiul and needful, as our: Saviour implies, Mat. 
32. as by nling itſelf into the body, being 
ſionately — inordinately affected with its wants, 
d ſo being ſinfully thoughtful, ag our SAVIOUR 
imates in the thous chanme, ver. 31. | 

2. Taz Paſſions of the body hinder the ſoul's 


creſt and influence chat this body hath in and o- 
r the ſoul; that it fills it wich deſires, pleaſures, 


iefs, joys, fears, angers, and ſundry paſſions. 


paſſions;, which I dare not ſay are ſinſul in them- 
ves, as they firſt affect our fouls, no more than it 
our fin that we are men: our bleſſed Sa vioux 


ie ti 
ems not to have been free from them, as grief, 
1 ind . Iii. 3. fear, Heb. u. 7, who yet was free 


vm all ſin, 1 Pet. ii. 22. Nay, it ſeems neceſſa- 
S Y' aid before, conſidering the nature of this 
imal life, that the ſoul. ſhould have the 

ons and impreſſions feelingly and -peyerfully 
weyed to it, without which it could not expreſs 
due benevolence to the body that belongs to it: 
d indeed, were it not ſoz we could not properly 
faid, in the apoſtle's phraſe here, to be at home 
the body; the ſoul would rather dwell. in domo 
na quam ſua. But the ſoul being called out to 
wa upon theſe, paſſions, is eaſily enſnared by 
: for it can hardly exerciſe ifelf about them, 
H 2 | - but 


op; not ſo much by providing ſomewhat for our ._ 


mmunion with the Load. So powerful is the 


be body calls out the ſoul to attend upon its ſeve- 
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_— A Farewell to Life. | 
but it flips inſenſibly into a ſinful inordinaey; ( 
for example; The animal ſpirits nimbly playiy 
in the brain, and ſwiftly flying from thence thy 
« the nerves up. and down the whole body, do ni 
the fancy with mirth and chearfulneſs, which 
«« muſt not preſently miſtake for the power 
«« grace, nor condemn for the working of cos 
4 tion: So alſo, when the gall empties its bin 
juice into the liver, and that mingles itſelf yi 
the blood there, it begets fiery ſpirits, which yn 
« ſently fy up into the brain, and cauſe imprl 
% ſions of anger.“ Now, tho' I dare not f 
that the ſoul's firſt fenſating and entertaining 
theſe paſſions is ſinful, yet it is ſadly evident f 
our ſouls being once moved by theſe undiſcipli 
animal ſpirits, are very apt to fit upon and chei 
thoſe paſſions: of grief, fear, mirth, anger; and, 
it were, to work them into itſelf, in an inordin 
manner, and contrary to the diftates of reaſu 
and fo the will- preſently makes thoſe ſinful, wi 
before were but merely human, or, as one d 
them, Col g , the mere bloſſomings 
ſhootings forth of animal life within us. We! 
then, in theſe particulars, that net only the dex 
| ved diſpoſitions of the foul do keep us at a diſt 
from God, but even this body alſo is a great hin 
rance to that knowledge of Gop which we hall 
tain to, that ſervice of God which we might nm 
form, and that ſweet communion with him which ects 
mall enjoy. It is a clog to the ſoul that would 
a miſt to the ſou] that would ſee clearly, a mem 
to the foul that would work, a fnare to the ſoult 
would be free, a fetter to chain it to carthly 
material things, and, as it were; 4 pinion to 
wings of contemplation, More perticularly, it i 
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| raderance 1 to it, as to theſe three things which I 
ave named : as to the ſoul's knowledge of Gov, 
e body is an occaſion of ignorance and error; as 
d its ſerving of GoD, an occaſion of diſtraction 
nd wearineſs, lightneſs and triflingneſs; and, as to 
s communion with Gop, an occaſion of earthly 
fs and ſenſuality. | 
Now this diftance which this body keeps the foul 
from Gop might more particularly appear in an- 
her way of explication, by obſerving the eſpecial 
ievances that ariſe to the ſoul from thoſe three 
eat animal faculties (if I may fo ſpeak) tlie 
nſes, the Appetite, the Fancy. | : 
(1.) Taz Senſes, I mean the' external ſenſes of 
cheilii$c body, {ceing; hearing, &c. Theſe convey paf- 
ns to the ſon], upon which it infiſts and feeds 
th a ſinful Sockels and eagerneſs, Set open the 
reac, and it wilt ſet hard to convey ſome fpecies' to 
wie bool of. earthly objects, that ſhall juſtle the ideas 


ne d Gop out of it. Set open the ear, and it will 
ing the ſou with ſuch a noiſe of earthly tumult, 
Weit the ſecret whiſpers of the divine ſpirit cannot 
e dent oe: The ke 1 may fay of the reſt: Oh! 


eaſily do theſe diſcompoſe the fixed ſoul, di- 
it haet the devout ſoul, caſt a miſt before the con- 
(hall plative ſoul, and hale down the raifed ' foul from 
ght nmunion with heaven to | converſe with earthly 
which ects! Ut vidi ut peri ! is the complaint of many 
uld oi briſtian, as welk as it was of the heathen, The 
| s off moſt men are quite funk into their ſenſes, . 
ſoul i do nothing, but, as it were, lacky to them all- 
thly ir lives; and fo the ſervants: are on horſe-back, 
n to Wi princes go on foot: Though the eye will ne- 
7, it de ſatisfied with ſeeing, nor the ear with hear- 
* forſooth, theſe importunate fuiters mult be 
N ee 


? 


4 or — 2 1 
1 r n 
i =_ = — 8 CO * —— 
. e Wir A 27 CS gy Wont ma 2 — 
ae El * : ——_ det, * ' Fog - 1 1 
o A — 00 — * — 
— n — foe ts 
„ 


— — 


90 | A Farewell to Life. 
ear muſt hear what it will hear; nothing muſt 


_ whine after. Theſe mens ſouls are indeed incary 
ſuwallowed up in their eyes, ears and months, By 


charmed and enſnared by their ſenſes; even th 
C onverſe not only i in the body, but too much it 


- for indeed the worſt of it is, that theſe ſenſes x 


is a faculty of the ſenſitive ſoul, whereby this 
mal man is ſtirred up to deſire 'and_luf after i m 
things which his ſenſes have dictated to him. | 
| bodily luſt following upon the neck of the fom e tt 
becomes a greater ſnare to the ſoul: this red t 
ſuitor comes whining ever and anon to the foulp ea 
every trifle that the eye hath feen, or the ear be irt) 
or the mouth hath taſted; and by its continſſiſrenc: 
coming, and importunate crying, wearies her  goc 


: ing to the mother for every knack and gaw tid 
| Hath ſeen upon the ſtalls, and ſhe, tho” the- cal 
in judgment approve of te requeſt, yet eithe at th 
fond indulgence, or for peace ſake, will condeld 
to 1 it. This is the daughter of then 


gratified ; the eye muſt ſee, what it will for, and i 


bl 


with-held from them, that theſe childiſh ſenſes g 
not only theſe, but even godly ſouls are oft 


it alſo; and it becomes as a Dalilak to lull th 
aſleep, and bind them too. Goed Job found h 
ſenſes ſo treacherous, that he was fain to make 
covenant with them, Job xxxi. I, and well if 
could ſeape ſo too. The words are a metapha 


not capable of any diſcipline, one cannot bi 
them into any cevenant-terms; ſo that whilſt Wor 
have ſenſes, they will be "txeacherous.; ; whillt 
eyes are in our heads, they will be e 1 
forbidden abjects. TA 

(2.) Tae Appetite, the ſenſitive appetite, wi 


an obſervance of it: As the fond child comes FF and 
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eech, thi cries continpally, Give, give. Why 
hat " would. it have? every any thing that it hath: 
den, or heard, or touched, or taſted, any thing: 
hat it ſees: a ſellow-ereature to be poſſeſt of: and. 
> indeed the appetite doth not only enſnare the 
pul: unto drunkenneſs and. gluttony, but . 
ouſneſs, laſciviouſneſs, and all manner. of ſe 

ty. The evil. of the ſenſual appetite appears in 
antonneſs and laſciviouſneſs (whether real, verbal, 
r mental) in- immoderate- and inordinate trading, 
ngroſſing, ſporting, building, attiring, ſleeping, 
ſiting, as well as in eating and drinking. I will. 
aphuſetermine nothing concerning the firſt motions of the 
petite, whereby it ſolicites the will to. fulfil it;. 
ly this, that if it ſolicite to any thing fimply and 
orally evil, it is ſinful. in that firſt act; and that 
all times it ought carefully tobe wateht, . leſt it 
duce to intemperance in things lawful. But con- 
raing the gratifying of the appetite, ſeeing there: 
uſt be in us a ſenſitive appetite, whilſt we are in 
kis Mis animal ſtate, it is to be endeavgured,. as far 
iter Ig may be, that we gratify the appetite, not as it 
2 ſenſitive appetite, but. under. this notion, as 
forme thing that it defires makes for our real good, 
ad tends to the enjoyment of the ſupreme Good: 
eat and drink, not becauſe: we are hungry or 
irſty, becauſe the appetite deſires it, but with re- 
rence to the main end, with reſpect. to the high- 
her I 800d, that the body may be enabled, ſtrengthen- 
mes MF and quickened to. wait upon: the Toml, chearſully 
/ th the actions of a holy life. But this man in his 
e cu imal ſtate, cannot perfectly attain to which ſhews- 
either t the appetite doth. keep us at: a diſtance from. 
dela D. 


the ll 3+ Tus Fancy; this alſo keeps a mum at a diſtance 
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go. Farewell to Life, 
from Gov, and hinders us in the knowledge: 
ſervice of Gop, and interrupts the ſoul's comm 


A working fancy, how much ſoever it"is magnify 


reaſon, is an excellent handmaid to the ſoul in ma 


happineſs, as might appear in many reſpe@ts; I 
only name one: it hath an advantage againſt 


nion with Gop. This is a buſy and petulant faculy, 
or inward ſenſe, and the ſoul doth readily ſenfay 
the paſſions of it, ſo that it doth: frequently hindy 
its mental operations, and becomes a great ſnail -: 


by the wiſdom ef this world, is a mighty ſnare þ 
the ſoul, except it work in a fellowſhip with riph 
reaſon, ang a ſanctiffed heart: I am perſwaded the 
1s no greater. burden in tte world to a ſerious ſal 
eſpecially in hot and dry conſtitutions, where it 
eommonly moſt pregnant; and moſt impatient 
diſcipline. And, I confeſs, I have often wondn 
at the ſoul's readineſs to be ſo ſpeedily affected vii its 
the phantaſins and imaginations of it, and fondnd 
to hug them ſo*dearly. This indeed, if it be Wt o 
far refined, as to preſent ſober and ſolid imaginationian 
to the mind; and to act in ſubſerviency to ſancliſ 


of her functions: but other wife is a ſhare, as ani 


have partly obſerved already, and may obſerve moririt 
if we ſtudy the ſecrets of our own ſouls, and i in; 


mighty myſteries that are within us. And this dpd 
not only ordinarily diſturb, diſtract and hinder ſt w 
ordinary duties, but even when the ſoul is at ins 

higheſt pitch of communion and contemplation, 
aſſays to pull it down to attend to its Jain pla 


taſms; and indeed gives it many a grievous fi E 
1 doubt not to affirm, that this is the moſt per 


dt ay 
littl 
iſtiat 
his G 
nig 


cious enemy, of the three that I named, to the m 


which neither of the other two hath : it infeſts1 


A Farewell t Life. 93 
he ſenſes are lockt up, and the appetite is, for the 
oft part, ſilent from its begging ; but then the 
mncy is as bufy and tumultuous as ever, forming 
nd gathering imaginations, and thoſe are commonly 
ild and ſenſeleſs, if not worſe, The mind, in 
ay of kindneſs aud beneyolence to the body, ſu- 
dends its own actions, whilſt the body takes its 
ſt in the niglit, and then the rude fancy takes its 
portunity to wander at liberty, as being without 
s keeper, and acts to the diſturbance of the body: 
it that's not the worſt; for it becomes ſo tumul- 
ous and impetuous ſometimes, as that it awakens 
| > mind to attend upon its imaginations; and this 
nt ¶ Ne ſout doth condeſcend to in an mordinate man- 
nar, and ſets the ſtamp of finfulneſs upon them, 
] vi its own wounding. And now that J am fpeaking . 
lep as a Mantiſſa to this diſcourſe; I cannot 
be it obſerve how this very thing alſo keeps us at a 
ationMiance from Gop, in this animal ſtate, How is 
act communion with Gop interrupted by this: 
1 mae herein we ceaſe, not only from the actions of 
ny animal life, But commonly from the ackions of 
e mo irituał life too. What a great breach, what a 
interciſion is there made in our converſe with 
us do by this means! Such a poor happineſs it is 
nder t we have in this world, that it is cut off, ant 
as, as it were, not to be one fourth part of ont 
tion, Ie; for indeed a happineſs that is not felt, de- 
n phaſes not the name of happineſs. Some learned 
ous active men have been aſhamed that they have 
ſt pen iht away ſo much of their time, which was all 
he ul little for their ſtudies and exploits : Ah poor 
Wiſtar ! that, as it were, ſleeps away 'fo mach 
ainſt his Gop, being as mach eftranged from him in 
\feſts night, as tho? he had never converſed with 
In 1 | bim. 


5 I : 
— „ 45 — 1 
on . 2 — 


ST 
N 159 
7 y \ 
_ — : 
— "= — Ware. — — 


3 — 
— 


— x 4 


„ = & 3 — — 
TS — E Vo : — — A — 2 = , $448) A 
> ens, 8 tenement -) P —4 5 W „ 
2 2 * * - = 


4 
ed — * * 


— re os 2 
* * 

— 8 — — 
* * 


—— 


. 
” 6 


94 4 eren to Life. 


him in 4 day, and in the morning when he;awnley 
cannot alway find himſelf with him neither; whig 


is enough to make a poor ſaint wiſh, either tha} 
might have no need of ſleep, or that with the 


morous ſpouſe, . Song v. 2. tho' he. ſleep, his hey 


might wake. perpetually. . 
We have ſeen in what ſenſe this mortal | 


| Keeps believers abſent from the Loks, and in u 


reſpects it keeps them at a diſtance from God, a . 
in this life, from the knowledge of Gos, the ſeni 


of Go, and communion with him. Here * 


by way of application, 
1. We may ſee that it was for Pane Ye I 


| bleſſed apoſtle is confident, and willing to dep 


nay, he groans within himſelf, deſiring 
< tality might be ſwallowed”. up of life,” 
ſpeaks, ver. 4. I told you before, that theſew 


did contain the reaſon. or ground thereof; and 


this time 1 hope yon ſee that the reaſan is ; 70 
and the ground is ſufficient. What wall the n 


of this world fay ? will you perſwade us out af. 
life? ſhould any thing in the world make an 


weary. of his life? Præſtat miſerum eſſe, quam! 
eſſe: The apoſtle was ſure beſides himſelf, or 
would never have fallen out with his own life 
elſe he was in a paſſion, and knew not what he fi 

or elſe his life was bitter to him, by reaſon of 
poor afflicted, perſecuted condition that he livel 
and fo he was become deſperate, and cared not 

became of him. No, none of theſe :. the apt 
was in his right wits, and in a ſober mind i 

It was not a paſſion, or a fit of melancholly, 
his judgment and choice upon good delibe t 
and * you find bim in the ſame mindd 


be 
of 
It 11 
lick, 


dere, Philip. i, 23. I defire to depart, and to be 
with Cn Is r, which is far better. —Beſides, he 
ves a reaſon for what he deſires; now we know 
t paſſion is unruly and unreaſonable. Neither 
s the apoſtle beſides himſelf, for he gives a good, 
id and wiſe :reafon, —* Whilſt we are at home 
in the body, &c. He will part with his life, 
er than not be perfectly happy. For, whereas 


e perfection of the creature; the happineſs of 


on ry thing. is its life; A living dog :is better than 
pana dead lion, Eccleſ. ix. 4. But I may ſay to 
00 


ſe, even as our Saviour faid to the woman, 
John iv. 18. concerning her husband; the life 
t we live here, is not our life. The union of 
ſenſitive ſoul with the body is indeed truly and 


s goofperly the life of a beaſt, and its greateſt happineſs, 
it is capable of no higher perfection: But the 


on of the rational ſoul with Gop, is the nobleſt 
2 a2 eection of man, and his higheſt life: ſo that the 


am of a believing ſoul is not deſtroyed at death, bur 


{, or Weed. Neither was the apoſtle weary of his 
life: becauſe of the adverſities of it, The apoſtle 


n of t live, tho' he rather deſired to die. All the 


livel fits he endured with the world never wrung 
not a ſigh from him, as the conflict he had with 
e apiown corruptions did Rom. vii. 24. O wretch-' 
d man,” &c. All the perſecutions in the world 
olly, Mer made him groan fo much, as the burden of 
der zu eſn doth here, and his great diſtance from the 
mind Md. A godly ſoul can converſe with perſecuting 
"ii, and a tempting devil, can handle briers and 


thorns, 


ldlings put ſuch a high” price upon life, and 
nk that nothing ſhould perſwade men out of their 
es: It is true indeed, if we ſpeak properly, life 


of a braver ſpirit, ſure, then any Stoick ; he 
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3 can grapple with any kind of -oppre 

and adverſities in the fleſh without deſpondency, | 
long as it finds itſelf in the boſom of Gon, andj 
the arms of Omnipotence : but when it begins toy 
ſider where it is, how far it is from its \ God, j 
life, and the happy ſtate that Gop hath preparg 
for, then it cannot but groan within itſelf, and 
ready, with Peter, to caſt itſelf out of the ſhip, 
get to its Gop, to land itſelf in eternity, Ne 
indeed, to ſpeak truly, is it only the ſenſe of f 
. Gon, which ſets the godly ſoul a- going: 
tho' it muſt be.confeſſed, that this is a heavy bunt 
upon the ſoul, yet the apoſtle makes no comply 
of this here, Eg only of his diſtance from Gy 


that neceſſary diſtance from God. that the by 
kept him at. 


2. SE here the „ Grit of tre Felig 
Godly ſouls do groan after an unbodied eſtate, 1 
only becauſe of their fins in the body, but evenl 
cauſe of the neceſſary diſtance at which the bo 
keeps them from Gop. We may ſuppoſe a gol 


| ſpul, at ſome time, to have no manner of affich 


in the world to grieve him, no ſin e e 1 
repented of, to trouble him, yet for all this be 

not at perlect reſt; he is burdened, and gros 
within himſelf, becauſe he is at ſuch a diſtance f 


that abſolute Good, whom he longs to know m 
| familiarly, and enjoy more fully than he doth y 
or than is allowed to mortal men: and tho' no y 


elſe ail him, yet the conſideration of this diſta 


makes him cry out, Oh! © when ſhall I come a 


« appear before Gop !” be whofly ſwaHowed up 
him, ſee him as he is, and converſe with him | 
to face, Bare innocency, or freedom from 
cannot ſatisfy that noble and large ſpirit that is 1 
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ly and Gop-like foal; but that ſpirit of true 
oaneſs, being nothing elle but an efflux from Gop 
ſelf, carries the ſoul out after a more intimate. 
on with that Being from whence it came: Gop 
ling in the ſoul, doth by a ſteret mighty power 
the ſoul more and more to himſelf. In a 
d, a godly ſoul that is really touch'd with the 
- of divine ſweetneſs and fulneſs, and impreſs d 
divine goodneſs and holineſs, as the wax is 
the ſtamp of the ſeal, could not be content to 
l for ever in this kind of animal body, nor 
up an eternal reſt in this imperſect mixed ſlate, 
it could converſe with the world without a ſin- 
fullying of itſelf, but muſt needs endeavour till ' 
loſer conjunction with Gop ; and, leaving the 
e of all other objects, pant and breathe not on- 
iter God alone, but after more and more of 
; and not only when it is under the ſenſe of 
but moſt of all when it is under the moſt” 
erſal influences of divine grace and love, cry 
with Paul, Oh! © who will deliver me out 0 
his body ! pou 
SUFFER me from hence to een a Tide; 
poſtulate with Chriſtian ſouls about their un- 
ly temper, Doth this animal life and mortal 
keep us at ſuch a diſtance from our Gop, our 
ou Inc? Why are we then ſo fond of this life 
mixed ſtate? why do we ſo pamper this body ? 
ſo anxiouſly ſtudious to keep it up, ſo dread- * 
afraid of the ruins of it? If we take the a- 
s words in the firſt ſenſe that I named, then 
y aſk with him in the firſt verſe, SALE? we 
t, that 'if 'our earthly: houſe of this tabernacle 
re diſſolved, we have a building of Gov, a 
uſe not made ** bands, eternal in che der. 
I = vens 9 


rom 
at 3s l 
f 


"I - Farewell ! th 2 


dens?“ or ver. 8. Why are we not 0 
ther to be © abſent from the body, 10 to 
Ms preſent with.the Lord ?” If we take them in i 
latter ſenſe, as this animal body is an hinderance | 
the ſoul's knowledge of, and communion with Go, 
then I aſk concerning this, as the apoſtle doth 
cerning rich men, James ii. 6. Why do ye pant 
prize, honour, doat upon this body? Doth » 


this body oppreſs you, diſtract you, burden y 


clog you, hinder you ? doth not this body int 
poſe between the Sun of Righteouſneſs, betyy 


the Father of Lights, and your ſouls that ſhoy 


thine with a light and glory borrowed from hi 
even as .the dark body of the earth interpoſes þ 
tween the ſun and moon, to eclipſe its Jigh 
'why are we nat rather weary, that we are in 
body? Surely there are ſome objections, ſome 
pediments to the ſoul's longing after its hay 

ſtate, which I ſhall come to anon-: but I doubt al 
that there is ſomething that chains the ſoul to i 
animal life, ſome cords in this earthly tabernx 
that tye up the ſoul in it; but I cannot well in 
Line what they ſhould be. Say not, there is fan 
thing of Gop to be enjoyed in this life, vlt 
makes it pleaſant; for, altho* this be true,] 
Jam ſure, Gon gives nothing of himſelf to 
ſoul, thereby to clog it or .cley it. Did Mo 
ſend for ſome cluſters of the land of .Canaan i 

the wilderneſs, think ye, that the people migbt 
and taſte the fruits, and fit ſtiY, and be ſatis 
and ſay, Oh it is enough; we ſee that there 

pleaſant things in that: Jand, we will never come 
it? or, did he not do it rather that they my 
make the more haſte to poſſeſs themſelves of 


wil any. man 0 fag, Away, I will have no more! 


* 
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more cy; T have ſome already ? can a 


1 | ay, Gop hath given me an earneſt, 1 | 
in WY ore? Ne, no.; bat the report that a Chriſtiare - 
„ ars of a reſt remaining, a happy life remaining 


it, and the chariots of divine graces that he ſees 
p hath ſent out into his-foul-to' convey it thither, 

te him cry out, not with Jacob; Gen. xlv. 28. 

t is enough, Joſeph my ſon is yet alive, I will 
go and ſee him before I die:: But oh this is 
enough, this report is not enough; it is not 
hugh that I taſte ſome of the good things of 
land, it is. not enough that J ſee theſe carriages 
t out for me, it is not enough that my ſoul 
an happy and honotrable life prepared for it; 
it indeed Before 1 die, but 1 will alſo die, that 

ay ſee it better, and enjoy it mote, But 


realy ſoul, that chains ir to this preſent animal 
y : but are 1 am, that whatſoever it is, it is 

a weak one. Is there any worldly aecomoda - 
, any creature-toy, thar ſhould in reaſon ſtep 
ween a ſoul and its Gop? is this life ſweet, be- 


dere are creature comforts to be enjoyed? 
BY Wh vill -it' not be a better fe; wen creature com- 
| 


s ſhall not! be” needed? and are the pleaſures of 
body, the comforts of this life, the flattering 
es, or fawning embraces of the creature, fuch a 
hty. contentment to a ſoul, to a ſoul acquainted 
the higheſt Good ? haſt thou, O my foul, any 
full a ſatisfying entertainment in thy pil- 
age, as to make thee loth to go home? wilt 
| hide thy ſelf with Saul among the ſtuff, a- 
g the lumber of the world, when thou art 
ht for, to be crowned ? are the empty ſounds 
ppular applauſe, the breaking bubbles of ſecular 
1 2 greatneſs 


oubt there is ſome earthly tye, even upon the 
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greatneſs, the ſhallow ſtreams of ſenſual pleaſun 
the ſmiling dalliance, and liſping eloquence 
wives and children, the flying ſhadows. of cream 
refreſhments, ; the momentary flouriſhes of yo 
beauty and bravery, are theſe meat for. a ſoul? ; 
theſe the proper object, or the main bappinel | 
ſuch a divine thing, as an immortal ſoul? yi 
are we not rather weary of this body, that mien 
us ſo weary of heavenly employment? why do Mea 
not rather long to part with that life? that parts if 
from our life ? And inſtead of the young apoſtk! ct 
< It is good to be here,” cry out with the fin 
finger, Oh that one would give me the wing 
n dove, that I may fly away and be at reſt. 
Ax now, methinks, by this time, I mighth 
ſomewhat bold, and form my remaining diſcou tie 
into an exhortation- But it may be, you willy 
bear it all at once; therefore I will firſt begin v | 
a dehortation, | to diſſwade from two eyils concern 
your body, viz. Fear and Fondneſs, , W=% 
1. Tak heed of fear for the body. 1 fi mn 
not ſo much of thoſe firſt impreſſions which d 
ſancies and animal ſpirits do make upon our min 
tho' it were to be wiſhed, that the mind did r 
o much as once ſenſate or entertain theſe; but 
thoſe acts of the will, whereby it doth - rect 
allow, cheriſh theſe impreſſions, until the cock 
egg be hatght into a; viper. I ſpeak not ag 
care and circumſpection, no; nor againſt that 
of ſuſpicion, whereby wiſe and prudent perfonsi 
jealous of circumſtances and events, and { 
watch to prevent, remove, or manage bodily ei 
which is called fear: tho' even in theſe there] 
be an extreme, a «© fear where no fear i is,” MPoble 


liu, 5. which is there Adel to the wicked, 


Ie 


elſevtt 


Fi Renu 70 E. 8 
ſeohere' - threatned as a judgment, Lev: Levi oil 36. 

The ſound of a ſhaken leaf wall chaſe them; * 
heut. XXvili. 65. The Logp ſhall: give "thee a 
trembling heart: There is a prudent man 
who! foreſeeth the evil; and hideth himſelf,” Prov. 
But there are alſs many fools. that hide 
nt dvs, tho?” they ſet no evil. But I am not 
xeaking of theſe: there is a vaſt difference between 
we and fear. By fear I mean that trembling, 
\cuating, tormenting* paſſion, that doth not ſuffer 
ge heart to be at reſt, but doth, as it were, un- 


Pl D 

ing "ge it, and-looſe the joints of the ſou}, whether 
ns ; | X | 

Th break out into expreſſions or no: it clouds the 


derſtanding, unſettles the will, diſorders the af- 
ctions, confounds the memory, and is like an 


vill quake in the ſoul, taking it off from its own - 
Wis, deſtroying the conſiſtency: of it, and hurling 


the faculties into confufion :: This, whether it 
eak out into! any unſeemly acts or not, which 


1 monly it doth, is itſelf an unſeemly temper for 
ich viſe man, much more for a godly... I might 


eak as a philoſopher, arid ſhew how unbecoming 


' o 
4 inn, 


ad nan, and how deſtructive to him this paſſion is; 
bu WY much, that whilſt it doth predominate, it almoſt 


bs him of that which is his greateſt glory, even 
aſon itſelf, * But, to ſay no worſe of it, it is 
ry oppoſite, if not contrary, to that noble grace 
faith, whereby the ſteady ſout reſts and lodges in - 
of 'GoD,/ as- in its: center. But, to ſpeak 
the thing in hand, what an unſeemly paſſion is 
s? we would have” the world to believe that we 
e laid up our happineſs in Gop, and that we are 
bled that we are ſo far from him; and yet we 
afraid leſt that ſhould be taken out of the way 
* keeps us at à diſtance ſrom him: we flatter 
13 | du 


| , 


- - our ſelves that we ate in haſte; for heaven; nl f. 
we are dreadfilly afraid leſt our rubs! ſhould be 


houſe of our tabernacle were taken down, we 


Jo afraid it ſhould be taken down? I am loch 


_ godly foul; the further, the worſe I am ſure: 
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ken out of th& way. How do theſe; | 
together? are we perſwaded, that if this e n 


a building not made with hands, eternal in 


Heavens? if not, Why do we yet call our fy he 


Chriſtians ?. But, I think, I may take it for gran or 
we are all ſo perſwaded: and if ſo, Why are y 


ſpeak what I think; yet methinks the entire o 
ardent love which we either do bear, or duch 
bear to the bleſſed Gop, and union 3 comm 
nion with him, ſhould caſt out this fear. 
ſuitable to Scripture, 1 John iv. 18. I wo yr an 
pute how far ſinful fear for the body may ou" 


if any will needs be fo indulgent to his own pal 


ons, and ſo much an enemy to his own peace, Mis 


to encourage himſelf to fear, which is a fir 
thing from the example of Abraham denying 


wife, or Peter denying. his Lord, let him compi it 


the fue, ; and then let me ſee whether he dare Md 
and do likewiſe: but if that will not fright Men 
foam fear, chew upon theſe two — 

(I.) I RAY you ſeriouſly difpute' the 
with yourſelves, how far fear of fickneſs and du hic! 
may conſiſt with that ardent thirſt after union nde 
perfect communion with the On: dau e ſon 
we ought to be poſfeſt. | L 

(2.) Disrur ſeriouſly Sar far it can \ and! oul, 
— ſincerity of a Chriſtian.” Gop hath not leſi up 


ian the dark, as to this matter, I will turn yor {rio 
-a text or two, which, methinks, ſhould ſtrike c 


_ all laviſh robin 3 Prov, xxvill. Wk | 


+ 


* 


ob Xv. 20, 21.1; « The wicked navel wit pi 
all his days, a dreadful | ſound is in his ears: 


hath ſurpriſed the hypocrites,” When I read over 
heſe texts, 1 eannot bur pray, and cry, O my ſoul, 
eme not you into the number of the wicked, and 
e not united into the aſſembly of hypocrites 


ouble act of it, priding, pampering.. 


ody keep us at a. diſtance from our GOD? do we 


hich is moſt lovely? why do we ſtand: fondly gaz- 
ag upon that which keeps us from the bleſſed fight 
Gov? If you aſk me; did ever-any man hate 


firafMilſe man love his own fleſh above him that made 
ing ? did ever any godly ſou] love his body in op- 
compaWoſition to his Gop ? Oh, but it is a comely body! 

id what is a beautiful body; but a fair priſon? A: 


Iver twiſt, or a clog of gold, do as really hinder 
- flight of a bird, and: foreſtal her liberty, as a 
mi ane tied at her heels. Nay, thoſe very excellencies, 


nderances. If we had learned that excellent 
ſon indeed, of enjoying all things only in Gon, 
en the ſeveral beauties and: braveries of the body, 


up to an admiration and': contemplation. of that 
orious and moſt excellent Being, from whom they 
ere communicated :: ſo we might, in ſume ſenſe, 


ol into a glaſs, and behold. the beanie: m— 


They are the words of Eliphaz indeed, bee they 
| lo agree with the words of God himſelf, Ia. xxxiii. 
4. The ſinners in Zion are afraid, fearſulneſs 


2: TAKE heed of fondneſs of the. body +: of a. 


(1.) Taxt heed you pride not yourſelves ii in 
om ny excellencies of the body. Doth this mortal 


ell then to love that which keeps us from that 


is own fleſſi? I will aſte you again, did ever any. 


hich you ſo much admire, are ſo mucli the greater: 


ould be a help to our devotion, they would carry | 
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comely ;. many had been more peaceable, = 


ul; but, ſure I am, it might better have been ſo fe | 
of beautiful Abſolom, or jezabel, wfioſt bodies h 


they that want a beauty in their bodies, will pd 


Thy pampering is, 1. Unſeemly: What! a 
darling of that which keeps us from our Lon 


cannot be happy! 2. Injurious : if you bring 4 | 
this ſervant delicately from a child, you ſhall ha :;. 


his ſon | Adonijah, 1 Kings i. 6. never diſpleaſe 
never feprove it, never deny it; it will do with Mice: 
in time as he did, raiſe ſeditions in your ſout:. 6 
on and pleaſe, and pamper, .and: cocker your bodi 
and it will come to: this at length, that you mi 
deny them nothing; you muſt give whatſoeve 
.whining appetite will crave, go whither your gadd 


But alas] theſe commonly prove the greater Gin | 
many had been more beautifal- within, _— 
been leſs beautiful without; more chaſte, if ( 


at peace too, if they had been leſs able to have quu 
relled and fought, It was ſaid of Galba, who wi 
an ingenuous man, but deformed, that his ſoul dud 


came a ſnare: to their fouls, On the other hand 


haps labour to find an excelleney in their minds fx 
beyond. it; as- the philoſopher adviſed to look oft 
into a glaſs, * at ſi deformis ſis, corigas: for mt 
<1 ſitate merum, &. * 
(2.) Tax heed of | pampering: the: body, 
treating it too gently and delicately. ' Deny it n 
thing that may fit it for the ſervice of Gop and yo 
ſouls, and allow it no more than may do 


carry it gently, and delicately, and tenderly u 
wards that, which whilſt we carry about with us 


him become your ſon at length, yea, your maſt 
If you do by your bodies, as the fond king did WM, 


2 2 * 
*4 N Ann 
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ancy will nue. Doth not the 18 it ſelf ſet 


are gat a ſufficient diſtance from Gop ; but we muſt 
"nIWrange ourſelves. more from him der pleaſuring it, 
i end the time that ſhould be for Gop,; in decking, 
Ju rimming, adorning it! When you cram this, vou 
5 Ned a bird that will pick out your eyes; you w_ * 


ih a traitor, when you gratify this Adonijah. In 
word, is it not enough that we. de all carry 2 
f our boſoms, but we muſt alſo blow it up into a 
ies me? © Nay, my brethren, do not ſo fooliſhly,'? 
hank And naw,. methinks, by this time, I may 0 5 
ee upon an exhortation, - by degrees at. leaſt. }-; na 
iſt, © Watch againſt; the body.“ You-! — 
 ofal.i:d how-the ſenſes; appetite and fancy; become a 
ſom re to the ſoul's living unto, and converſing with 
oo. Now then, if you ſeriouſly deſign communion 
ith heaven, if you place your happineſs in the 
it Mo ledge and enjoyment of that ſupreme and ater⸗- 
God, it becomes you to watch againſt all things 
at may diſtract or divert you from it, or make ybn 
| | ſhort of the glory of Con. Men that live upon 
Lou rthly deſigns, - whoſe great ambition it is te be 
et in the world, do not only uſe the moſt effectua! 
b us 2ans,. and take the molt direct courſes ; to accomy 
ung ch thoſe deſigns, and attain thoſe ends, bst do 
al atinually ſuſpect, and diligently watch agsinſt all 
mae moths that would corrupt, the ruſt that: would 
did ( nſume, the thieves that would plunder- their 
aſures; and, in 4 word, againſt all poſſible, hinde- 
ces, defraudations;: and 22 So will 
ſaſpect and watch ſure, againſt all enemies and 
itors to our ſouls, if we live here upon eternal 
ou. mans, if our ambition be to be great in God alone, 
ad the more eminent the danger is, the more | 
ek we watch. Have you not found by * 
-wal whic4. 


Wk 4 Ie RIEL: „3 rn — i. af E 5 
e ö „ N 2 
1 . $ ee 7 V 

” 4 * 1 Mo 

n . , " * + „ F 
— 7 

4 att #0+ 1 10 
- x V 7 


* a als * 4 _ © 1 
* _ * I 49 $ 7 * St a * - on 30 
cis " © L * 3s. © 4 : „ 55 
- n 1 +59 4 * * * 9 
. : — 3 * 
2 * WT.» 
- 
y -* 


H 106 ＋ Krush to BE. - 


Sich of theſe three have been moſt prejudiat 
your communion with Gop ? if not, you have ng 
been ſo ſtudious to know the ſtate, nor purſue wit” 
happineſs of your own ſouls as you might; if f 
then watch againſt chat moſt of all, which you hay 
found to be moſt injurious. For it ordinarily com 
to paſs, either by the difference of — | jt 
difference of temptations, or different ways of living 
or ſome other thing, that Gop's children are my 

enſnared by ſome one of theſe than anotheri Wa 3 
be-ſure to watch and pray, and ſtrive more eſſ 
rd the more eſpecial enemies of your fouls, 

2dly; © Live above the body; above bodi 
enjoyments, ornaments, excellencies. Tho' t 
Bodily enjoyments be never ſo ſweet, t theſe bo 
ornaments never ſo glorious, yet is not your hy 
pineſs in theſe: Certainly. they live to. their lo 
who'live upon the excellencies of their own fol 
whether natural or ſupernatural; they deprive new | 
ſelves of the infinite glory, fulxefs ant fufficienii * 
that is in the bleſſed Gop, who take up their happiai f. 
in theſe: Much more do they pinch and i 1mpoven ike 
their on ſouls, who: Live upon bodily ornamen 
or excelfencies, wherein many inferiour” creatures| 
encel them; che roſt in beauty, 'rhe ſun in br. 
neſs, the Fon in ſtrevigth, the ſtagg in Fwiftnel 
Be. If a wean were as Tovely as the mori 
4% fair as the moon, clear as the fur,” if af 
were ſull of perſonal grace and majeſty, 4 terri 
& as an army with banners,” yet were not t 
Kippineſs in theſe accompliſhments. N K 
is worſe, theſe ornaments ſtand between us af 
Hppineſs. When you begin therefore at any ii © 
Findly to - admire any of theſe bodily excellenol > 
then think with yourſelyes. Ob, but all cher" © 


le muſt ſtink, and be deformed, theſe fair and 
uriſhing members muſt | wither in the duſt, this 
ive, ſtrong and graceful: body muſt be buried in 
ſprace and weakneſs, befare I can attain to entire 
d perfect happineſs. This. conſideration will * 
ce us to live above the body. | 

3d, « Be content to be unbodied for a time.“ 
it true, chat we can no otherwiſe be happy, no 
terwiſe be preſent with Gon, know him familiar- 
enjoy him perfectly and entirely? cannot we 
to him, except we go thorow the duſt? Be it 
then; be content to be unbodied for a time 
Qccidat modo imperet,” could the heathen ſay 
cerning her ſon; much rather may a Chriſtian 
concerning his. FATHER, Let him flay me, ſo 
foul may but reign with him, which is by his 
puing in it; let him kill me, fo he will but fill 
- let him draw me thro? the duſt of the 

e will but draw me-out of this duſt of the world, 
je will but draw me. nigh unto himſelf, and bring 
into a full and inſeparable conjunction with my 
D! Methinks I need not uſe many arguments 
erſwade a ſoul that is feelingly overpowered, 


glory and fulneſs of his Gop, to be willing 
uit a duſty cabernacle for a time, wherein it is 
ot ſwallowed up, to depart, and to be entirely 
awed up in him. Nay, ſuppoſe a Chriſtian in 
owelt form, whe hath but choſen Gon for 
igheſt good and only happineſs, as every ſincere 

m hath, methinks he ſhould have learn d this 
d, to comply with that infinite, perfect will, 


t make i 1 Aw: 228 a 


ered, rayiſhed with the infinite beauty, good 


governs both him and the whole world: 1 
t conceive a godly ſoul without the . 
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of ſelf-will, 'nor ſuppoſe a ſincere faint vACE at let 
of the habit of ſelf-reſignation. T herefore I wi 
| add no more concerning this, but riſe a ſtep highs 
— Athly, Lons after an unbodied. ſtate,” 40 | 

to depart, and to be with the Loxp, groan witl 
yourſelves to have mortality ſwallowed up of li 
in which temper you find the holy apoſtle. To\ 
content to die is a good temper, a temper ſcarce 
be found, I think, in any wicked man,; not fron 
right principle T am ſure: but, methinks, it is: 
very great thing, in compariſon of what we ſhoi 
labour to attain to. Think on a little: wha} 
. ſtrange kind of cold unconth phraſe it is, fa 
min is content to be happy! men are not ſaid 
be content to be rich, but covetous; not willing! 
be honoured, but ambitions": and "why ſhould 
only be content to be with Gop ? I am perfwal 
there is no ſhew nor ſemblance of ſatisfactory l 
and happineſs for a ſoul, a noble immortal nam 
but only in the ſupreme, eſſential, perfect, abſok 
Good, the bleſſed and eternal Good:: and, hon 
not this noble active being be carried out withy 
hement longings after its proper and full happad 
as well as this earthly luggiſh body is-carried wii... 
reſtleſs appetite after health, ſafety, and liber 
why ſhould a ſoul alone be content to be hay 
_ when all other things in the world do fo arden 
court, and vehemently purſue their reſpective a 
and ſeveral perſections? Certainly, if the bl 
and glorious Gon ſhould diſplay himſelf i in al! 
beauty, and open all his infinite treaſures: of go 
neſs,” Aud ſweetneſs, and fulneſs within the werfen 
a ſoul, it could not but be raviſhed with the obj 
earneſtly preſs. into his preſence, ruere in ampla 
_ with. a holy impatience, throw itſelf intol 


fl 
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ze mount, to keep it from breaking thro' unto the 
nb. What is ſaid of the queen of the ſouth, 
hen ſhe had heard the wiſdom, and ſeen the 
or of Solomon, 2 Chron. ix. 4. would be more 
of a Chriſtian, there would be no more ſpirit 
t in him. Some have therefore obſerved the wiſ- 
mof Gov in engaging the ſoul in ſo dear an uni- 
with the body, that it might care for it, and not 
it it: yea, the heathen obſerved the wiſdom of 
oo in concealing the happy ſtate of a ſeparated 
|, that ſo men might be content to livè out their 
"a vieturoſque Dii celant, ut vivere durent, 
ſelix eſſe mori.” But alas! we ſee but darkly 
thro a glaſs, and our affections towards Gop 
proportionable to our apprehenſions of him; 
4 are dark, and therefore thoſe are dull. And 
| would to Gop they were but indeed proportion- 
e for then we ſhould love him only, if no: 
nell; and defire him entirely, if not ſufficient- 
Conſider what I have. hinted concerning the 
pineſs of the ſoul in the enjoyment of Gop, 
what I have more fully demonſtrated concer- 
g the body's hindering of it, and keeping it at a 
ance; and then argue, is happineſs the main end 
very being ? muſt not this ſoul, then, being a 
le and immortal nature, needs Lok out for ſome 
and noble happineſs, ſuitable to its excellent 
? can that be any where, but in the enjoyment © 
he higheſt and uncreated Good ? and can this 
r be attained whilſt we are in this animal ſtate ? 
why then do we not look out after ſo much en- 
nent of this bleſſed Gop as we are now capa - 
f, and long after a departure hence, that we 
enjoy him ireely and fully, and be eternally 
K happy 


ns: there would be no need of + AER bounds to 15 


_ | aſter immortality, with our apoſtle here, — 
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Happy in him ? Oh! be not only content bai 
ven covetous. 
Bur what! ſhall the foul break the ax 
that The may take her flight? God forbid! 
can he pretend to be a lover of Gop, who is 1 
formed into his will, ſubje& to his ordination, oy 
tent to abide in the ſtation that he hath allow 
him? But, if we may not break it to eſcape, y 
methinks, it may be ſafe enough, with ſubmiſ 
to wiſh it were broken: if we may nbt, with $a 
diſſolve ourſelves, yet, with Paul, we may deſt 
be diſſolved. The perfection that the moſt Chri 
ans artain to is but to deſire to live, and be cont 
to die: Oh! conſider what I have ſaid in this matt 
and invert the order of thoſe words in Journ hen 
Be content to live, deſire to die. 
Bur what! would you have us pray for th 
Anſwer: I ſpeak not of a formal praying either 
one or other. What the apoſtle ſpeaks of 
greateſt of fins, 1 John v. 16. I am ready to 
of this ſtate of freedom from all fin, © I do not. 
< that ye ſhould pray for it.” You will tel 
that David and Hezekiah pray'd for life, and I « 
tell you that Elijah pray'd for death, 1 Kings 1 nt 
4. he was indeed a man ſubject to paſſions, jail... 
v. 17. but I believe this was none of them. 
will not enveigle myſelf in any controverſy: 
thinks the ſad conſideration laid before your Mr 
whilſt we are in the body, we are abſent, din: 
from the Loxp, ſhould wring out an O ure 
e man that I am,” &cc. or an I defire to be 
« ſolved;” or if not words, yet at leaſt ag 


* groan within ourſelves, that OE mig joy: 
ng 2 _ mo 


zur can a foul poſſibly 1 for the deſtruction 
{ the body? Philoſophy indeed tells us that it 
not. Be it ſo: yet I am ſure divinity teach- 
| that a ſoul may long aſter the redemption of 
1 de body, the redemption of it from this kind of 
imal, corruptible, enſnaring condition that it is 
ow in, Rom. viii. 23. — We groan within our- 
ſelves, waiting for the redemption of our body.“ 
milo we cannot wiſh to be unclothed, yet we may 
ng to be clothed upon, ver. 4. of this chapter: 
leaſt, methinks the heathen ſhould not out-do us, 
ho could ſay, Mori nolo, ſed me mortuum eſſe 
00S nihil curo.” 
wu Bor, will all cry, Oh! if we were ſure of i in- 
ct in Caxis r, of pardon of fin, of truth, of 
ace, of eternal life, then we could freely. leave 


eicher Axswzz 1. That i is, you would live to be more 
ply before you die: you are not yet holy enough, 
„ nor never ſhall be till yon die. If you long 
o not ler holineſs, long to be with Gap, for that is a 
te of perfect holineſs. To deſire to live, upon 


d I coletence of being more holy, is a mere fallacy, a 
ing pntradiction. But, it may be, this is not he 
s, jt eaning of the objeftion : T bereſare, 

n. Bl 


2. Axor having af what we would have is not 
d excuſe for not doing what we ſhould do, It is 
ir duty to rejoice. in the Lox, Philip. iv. 4. 
uch our not having of aſſurance doth not exempt 
from ; tho', if we have aſſurance, we might in- 
d rejoice the moe. But, to take off this plea 
once, 

— 3. ou earneſt longings after a full and perfect 
7 mWjoyment of Gop, and fo our breathings after an 
| tortal ſtare, do not depend upon our e 

; ut 
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curious about the ſigns of CurisT's appearing j 


of the love of Gop doth moſt diſcover and fl 
itſelf in the growth of true godlineſs in the fy 


- like unto him, and to be with him, is the ben 


frame of ſoul, than that this ariſes out of afſurang 
If aſſurance be the thing that you. deſire, get yo 
ſouls joined to Gop in an union of affections, \ 
and ends, and then labour and long to be cloſer 


| him, liker to him, perfectly holy and happy in hi 


ſor theſe mighty works which he hath wrong 
theſe divine breathings, theſe holy 2 


knowledge, that powerful ſenſe of your ſtate, 
no, which you call aſſurance, yet know that it Wt! 
your duty to long after immortality. We are m 
to call aſſurance the privilege of ſome few, but i 
' Scripture makes this temper that I am {peaking 
the duty of all believers; which I do the r 
name, becauſe I find few profeſſors of this te 
and indeed but few that are willing to believe 
they ought to be. Our Saviour calls all bebe 
to as much in effect as I do, Luke xxi. 28. I 
up and lift up your heads, for the day of pp. 
“ redemption draweth nigh :” whereby is not me 
a bare poſture and ſpeculation, but joy and long 
are required by that phraſe, fay the Dutch anot 
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but indeed aſſurance rather depends upon that. 
doubt we are commonly miſtaken in the nature Mee. 
aſſufance, and, it may be, are in a wrong mann t 


our ſouls : for certainly a well grounded aſſur 


Now, the love of God, and an earneſt deſire to\ 


=> 


ed 
3 


half of all celiac; Mat. xxil. 37, 38. ſo thut 
rather ſeems that aſſurance ſprings up from th 


and be. ye aſſured. that Cukis 1 is in you of a trut 


F g. g Bow » 


Q 


him, do bear witneſs of him. 
4. WHETHER ever you come to that A 


FE 
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7 Rev. xxii. 17. Conſider further, (which, 
re octhinks, ſhould ſtrike cold to the hearts of cold- 


waiting for. the redemption of our body: — - 

Tim. iv. 8. The Lord ſhall give the. crown 
to them that love his appearing :2'— Tit. it. 13. 
e ſhould live godly in this preſent world, © look- 


n wi} ing for. that bleſſed. hope, and the glorious ap- 


rana pearing of the great Gon, and our Savious 
t rs us CnhNIs T: — 2 Pet. iii.-11, 12. What 
manner. of perſons ought. we to be in all: holy 
converſation and godlineſs, looking for. and haſt» 
in hu ning to the coming of the day of Go 
\ trubſſþde 21. Keep yourſelves in the love of Gon, 
rouge looking for the mercy of our LoxD Ixsus 
a Cas unto eternal life.“ Do all theſe plain 
d pathetical Scriptures ſtand for cyphers in your 
kee: methinks they ſhould not. But not to ſtand 
ate, Ion the proof of it to be a duty, it. matters nor 
at it ether there be an expreſs command. ſor it, or 
re wild : this that I ams-ſpealing of is nos o mach the 
7 of godly perſons, as the very nature, genius 
king d ſpirit indeed of. godlineſs itſelf, Methinks, a god-- 
bl that is-truly tonched with divine Goodneſs, 


eve U with the loadſtone, muſt needs: ſtrive powerfully 
thin itſelf. ro be in conjunction with. it 2: a holy 
il, that after all. its weaxiſom defeats and ſhamefuF 
appointments: in the creature, finds; itſelf penſect- 
ot mal matched with this infinite, full, and perſect ob- 
Jong, muſt certainly and neceſſarily be carried, with- 
d ano any other argument, with fervent longings af- 
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arted profeſſors) that this very temper is made 
ne of the greateſt characters of true and. ſingere 

ints: I do not know of any one oſtner named : 
e Rom. viii. 23. We groan within ourſelves, 


luenced by it, and impreſſed wick. it as the needle 
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ter union to it, and commiinion with it. 
ſpouſe might ſay concerning Cuxis r, as he conc 


ning her, Song vi. 12. © Or ever I was aware, u 


« ſoul made me like the chariots of Amminadabt 
and every godly ſoul may, in ſome degree, ſay vi 
that ſpouſe, Song v. 4, 5. My beloved put in tj 
„hand by the hole of the door, and my boyd 


ce were moved for him : I roſe up,” &c, Tell nd 


friends, how can divine grace, that well of liyi 


| Vater in the ſoul, chuſe but ſpring up into etern 


life ? John iv. 14. 1 doubt not to affirm, 

that which is of Gop in the ſoul muſt needs can 
the ſoul after Gop ; as it belongs to heaven, þ 
will be longing towards heaven, That which is 


2 divine original muſt needs have a divine tend 


cy. that which is of divine extraction will have 
it a divine attraction, and purſue a divine perf 
on, Col. ii, 1. That divine life and ſpirit, l 


runs thro* godly ſouls, doth awaken and exalt, 


ſome meaſure, all the powers of them into an ai 
and chearful ſympathy with that abſolute Good i 


renders them completely bleſſed. Holineſs and 


Tity of heart will be attracting Gap more and m 


d 0o itſelf; and the more pure our ſouls are, and! 
more ſeparate from earthly things, the more « 


reſtly will they endeavour the neareſt union f 
may be with GOD: and ſo, by es (1m 
thinks they muſt needs, in ſome ſenſe, defir 
femoval of that animal life, and dark bet 
ſtands in their way; for they know that that vi 


now letteth wilt let (ſich is the ce 
ture of it) till it be laid in the duſt, till it be u 
out of the way. The thirſty king did but & 


water of the well of Bethlehem, and his champ 


droke thro' the hoſt of the Philiſtines, and fetch 
| . 2 


W 


„ 
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am. xxiii. 15. and will ye not allow the thirſty 
donc ul, if not to break thro” to fetch it, yet at leaſt 
te, mio break out into an Oh ! that one would give mme 
adab WF to drink” of the living water, of the fountain of 
ay wi race, and peace, and love? will ye allow hunger 


> break down ſtone walls? and will ye neither al- 
pw the hungry ſoul to break down theſe mud-walls, 


? or to wiſh within itſelf that they were broken 
uf down? In a word, then, give me leave earneſtly 
teri preſs you to an earneſt preſſing after perfect frui- 
n, mon of, and eternal converſe with Gop; and to 
ds canfiange the apoſtle's words, Heb, xii. 1. Seeing 
en, oe are compaſſed about with ſo great a divine light, 


nd glory, and brightneſs, let us be willing and de- 
rous to lay aſide this weight of fleſh, and this bo- 
y, that ſo eaſily reſiſts us with ſins and ſnares, and 

with eagerneſs to the object that is ſet before 
Amen, Amen, | | 


Draw ME, WE WILL RUN AFTER THEE. 


THE. 
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| HE doctrine of our Logp JESUS CirnsT, 
| and the great things of Chriſtian religion, 
as they were gccounted a ſtrange thing 
by all the world, when they were firſt 
lihed and preached, ſo indeed by none leſs en- 
ained, or rather more oppoſed, than by the 
ſt of men living in that age, viz- Scribes,.Pha- 
s, Sadducees, who were the diſputers of. this 
rorld,” as the apoſtle's phraſe is, I Cor. i. 20. 
g of wonderful obſervation, not only to us 
our day, but even to our, bleſſed Lozp himſelf 
the days of his fleſh, who fetches the cauſe of 
rom- heaven, and adores the infinite Wiſdom 
op in it, Mat. 11. 25. Amongſt other ſet 
utations that the Sadducees held with our Sa vi- 


diſpute againſt the reſurrection of the dead, by 

argument fetcht ab abſurdo, ver. 25. grounded 

n an inſtance of a- woman that had been _ 
rie 


this in this chapter is very famous; where | 
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ried to ſeven huſbands ſucceſſively, Now; 4 
they, if there be a reſurrection, whoſe wife ſl 
jon be then? our Saviour anſwers by deſtroyin 
the ground of their argument, and eng h 
they diſputed upon a falſe ſuppoſition ;, for f 
he, © In the reſurrection there ſhall be no man 
< ing,” but men ſhall be as the angels of C05 
In which words this doctrine is plainl laid don 
(for I ſhall not meddle with the controve 90 
That the glorified faints ſhall be as the an; 
& of Gop in heaven,” The other evangeliſt ! 
down the ſame truth, as you may find, Mark x 
25. Luke xx. 36. In the explication of whi 
point, I will ſhew, I. Negatively, wherein 
faints ſhall not be like the angels. II. Afi 
tively, wherein they ſhall be like unto them, or, 
St. Luke hath it, equal to them. 


* NEGATIVELY. 


1. © Tux glorified ſaints ſhall not be. like 
4 angels in eſſence.” The angelical eſſence, 
the rational ſoul are, and ſhall be different. 
ſhall remain ſouls ſtill, keep their own eſſence: 
eſſence ſhall + dro. ſouls ſhall not 
changed into angelical eſſences, 
2. Tur ſhall not be wholly ſpirits wi 
© bodies,” as the angels. The ſpirits of wy | 
now made perfect, are more like to the ange 
this ſenſe, than they ſhall be after the Teſurredt 
for now they are ſpirits without bodies : But 
faints ſhall have bodies, not ſuch as now, ſoc 
ruptible, ſo crazy, not in any thing deſective, 
needing creature ſupplies ; but incorruptible, f 
ous bodies, in ſome ſenſe ſpiritual d. bodies; which 
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ſcribed by three es I Cor. xv. 42, 43. 
corruptible (ſomewhat more than immortal) glo- 
ous, powerful. Neither doth their having bodies 
y whit abate of their perfection or glory, nor 


5 | nder them inferi ior to the angels: for even the 5 
u orious REDEEMER of the world hath a body, 
: ho is yet ſuperior to the angels; and he ſhall 


ange the vile bodies of the ſaints, and make them 
Le unto his glorious body, Philip. iii. ut. | 
3. © NEITHER have we any ground to believe, 
that the ſaints ſhall be altogether equal to the 
angels in dignity and glory: But rather, that 
man was at firſt made a little lower than the 
gels, ſo that he ſhall never come to be exalted 
ogether ſo high as they; for it ſeems, that the 
tural capacity of an angel is greater than of a man, 
id fo ſhall continue, for they are diſtin kind of 
tures, As a beaſt cannot become fo wiſe and 
telligent as a man, for then he would ceaſe to be 
beaſt ; ſo neither can a man become ſo large and 
pable” as an * for then he would . to 
a man. 


II. AFFIRMATIVELY. | 
Rs rar glorified ſaints ſhall be like the angels of 
DD in heaven, Iſt, In their Qualities ; that is, | 


1, © In being pure and holy.” Whether they 
—— M be equal to them in poſitive holineſs, or no, 
ready not; whether they ſhall underſtand, and 


ow, and love Go, in all degrees, as much as 


. angels: It ſeems rather that they ſhall not, be- 
% ec, as 1 faid before, their capacity ſhall not be be 
le, large, But if in this they be not altogether equal 2 


abi the angels, yet it implies no imperfection; — 


a2 he + ehen Life. 


they ſhall be politively holy as far as thiir 1 Natul 
is capable, and ſo ſhall be perfect in their 
Heb. xii. 23. The ſpirits of juſt men dern 
6 fect: They ſhall in this be like unto the ar 
if not equal to them, yea like unto Gop bimk 
in it; Be ye holy as I am holy,” 1 Pet. i, 1; 
Mat. v. ult. But as to negative holineſs, the ſain 
hall be even equal to the angels of Gop in heave 
i. e. they ſhall have no more ſin, no more corrupiy 
than they have: they ſhall be as perfe&ly freed fg 
all - iniquities, imperfection, and infirmities, as Hi. 
angels. What can be cleaner than that which hy 
no uncleanneſs at all in it? Why, fo clean ſhall { 
the faints be, Rev. xxi. 27. No unclean thi 
46 ſhall enter into heaven,” They ſhall be with 
all kind of ſpot or blemiſh, Epheſ. v. 27. whi 
is a perfect. negative holineſs ; more cannot be 
of the angels in this reſpect. As branches of thi 

2. As the holy angels do reverence the dui 
« Majeſty, Iſa. vi. 2, 3.” they cover their x 
« with their wings, crying, Holy, holy, holy Lot 
* of Hoſts, ſo ſhall the glorified ſaints.  Youn 


f 
d t 


ſee what ſweet harmony they make, conſenting ng, 

- gether to give all the glory of all to Gov, Mo 
| vil. 9, II, 12, The ſaints ſtood and mw 7 E FF 41 
, yation to our Gon who ſitteth upon the þ by 
« and to the Lams ;” the angels ſtood round ow” th 


ſaying, Amen, Amen,” - 
3. ©. In their readinefs to do the will of ty f 
* and execute his commands; therefore the e 1 
* are deſcribed to have wings, Iſa. vi. 2. 
““ twain they did fly.” How Gop ſhall 0 
employ angels or ſaints in the world to com: 
not for us to enquire: but they ſhall be alike t 
to do his will, and ſerve his pleaſure, whaterg 
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all be. Even hilſt the” ſaints are ipal on 
rth, they can cry, Here am I, ſend me, Iſa. 
8. How much more ready 3 be nn 
hen all their fetters are knockt off! | | 
4. Taegy ſhall be as the angels an in chews FOR 
fal and unwearied execution of the will of Go. 
the angels are, and ſo ſhall the ſaints be. The 
irit ſhall be then more willing, and the fleſh ſhall. 
no more weak, as it is now; for when it is raiſed 
zin, it ſhall be in power, 1 Cor. xv. 43. More 
ings of this nature might be added, but I paſs light- 
over them; © becauſe, altho' they be true, yet they 
> not prineipally look'd at in this text: There- 
e I come to the 2d. thing wherein the glorified 
nts ſhall be like unto the angels, and that is, 
Ix their Way of living. They ſhall be like the 
gels, i. e. faith one truly, ig YiAos Bla, 
e Ming like the angels: How is that? our Saviour 
$ 08, neither marrying, nor being given in mar- 
Lee: it is added preſently in Luke xx. 36. © For 
neither can they die any more.” If there be no 
ting Ing, there will be no need of propagation ; if no 
D, R d of propagation, then why ſhould they marry ? - 
angels are lingle, and know no other conjunct- 
but with Gop in a ſpiritual manner; no more 
nd ab | the ſaints. But what great matter is that to 
like the angels in? what perfection is that? 
ef C faints, yea, and ſinners too upon earth, are ſo 
the angels, nay, and the devils too. T bereſore 
muſt know that our Saviour; under this phraſe 
pleaWot marrying, Ne. doth comprehend all manner of 
come, ture . all kind of living upon, and de- 
in thacreature, by a Synecdoche of the 
haterd iq is ordinary in Scripture ; *© I have not given 
on ufury,” faith the prophet, yet the people 
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Sucks: me, aac; xv. 10. i. e. I have haf 
dealing in the world, no negotiation. By one ki 
he underſtands the en Ezek. xxv. 41. vie 
by eating their fruits, and; drinking their milk 
underſtood the poſſeſſing of all that was they 
and in many other places, the 1 Gon o 
this tropical way ef ſpeaking. ; 
Tux angels of Gop neither mary, 
given in marriage, 1. e. they live. not = 
created good, delight not in any created « zomfa 
but live 3 upon Go, converſe with kin, 
themſelves i in him. Eh: bus mall the Forified fi 
live for ever.: their bodies ſhall not need nor 4 
created ſupplies, food, phyſick, raiment, &c. 
things in this animal ſtate they ſtand in nr 
Mat. vi. 32. But that's not all; for their { 
| Fhall not any longer deſire, nor hankar after 
created thing, but, as the angels, ſhall be 70 l 
of Gon, filled with the fulneſs of Gop; all 
powers and faculties of them perfectly refined 
ſpiritualized, abſtracted from all created things, a 
nally rejoicing and delighting themſelves in 
contemplation and participation of the ſupreme 
infinite Good 2 For during this earthly and im 
ſet: ſtate, not only the bodies of good men k 
upon, and are ſuſtained by the oreatures in d 
mon with other men, wy even their ſouls dot 
too much of -woddly contentments, and drink 
deep of earthly | pleaſures, and creature comet 
even the moſt refined ſouls upen earth, tho. 
do not properly feed upon any thing below 
vet do oft dip the end of their rod in this h. 
that lies upon the earth (with Jonathan) do cal 
| 3 eye upon their — ** 
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wing nnn and loving them 
ich a diſtinct love. But in the reſurrection it ſhall 
t be ſo: for the holy ſouls ſhall be perfectly 
formed. to the holy Gong hall feed upon him 
ly, live upon him entirely, be wrapt up in him 
holly, and be ſatisfied in him ſolely and everla- 
e be io4y7/:a%, equal to 
, The creature, altho it does not fill 
S Gub-aJop-Lwdk, yet it hath 
ne room there; but then it ſhall be perfectly caſt 
t, and the ſoul ſhall be filled with all the fulneſs 
God. The creature is now much in ſome godly 
ls, aud ſomething in all of them, but then it 
be nothing at all to them, or in em; but 


ed 5 ſhall be all in all, all things in all of them, 
r che way of the ſaints living, and their g lorified 
ter cis deſcribed; 1'Cor, xv, 28, be J & EO 
och rare & rd, (that God may be all in all. 
all They ſhall inherit all things: But how is that? 
ned 7, ſee the explication of it in the following 
os, rds, Cop will be their Gop, Rev. xxi. 7. He 
in hat overcometh "ſhall inherit all things, and I 
eme will be his God.” © Gow ſhall be unto them in- 


—— 


| of all things. In that ſtate there ſhall be no 
of ſun or moon, Rev. xxi. 23. by which 
lent and uſeful creatures, the whole creation 


5 3 


; do ns to be underſtood ; for they that ſhall live 
Jrink ve the fun and moon, ſhall certainly live above 
omit things that are below theſe; But how then? 
tho' it follows, © The glory of Gop ſhall en- 
ow G ighten them, and the Lams ſhall be their light: 
his h Nev. xxii. 5. And there ſhall be no night there, 
jo cid they need no candle, neither light of the 


nts, han; for the Lonp giveth them light.” All : 
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therefore there ſhall be no night, no want . t 
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ſo the ſaints of heaven neither want nor deſire ay 


thing in compariſon of them. In a word, the ft 


The Angelica Life: | ; 
n is derived into them FIR Gon 3 N 


creature comfort to them; neither ſhall they del 
any thing more of the creature, whether {mall d 
great, whether candle or fun. For explication of f 
their bleſſed life, let me allude to that ef our vj 
VIOUR, Luke xii. 24. The fowls of | 
neither ſow nor reap, yet Gop ſeedeth they 


created good, for they feed upon Gon the ſupre 
and infinite Good: And again, ver. 272. Men 
ä lilies neither tail nor ſpin, and yet Solomon 
all his glery was not arrayed like one of wet 5 
Theſe bleſſed fouls have no reſpect at all to thiy = 
terrene and created; yet are they ſo filled and ali... 
ned with the glory of the infinite Majeſty, that q 
lomon in all his glory was a filthy: and rag 


of the glorified ſaints and angels is ſet. out h. % 
Savioux in the ſame manner, by one and the fu 
deſcription, and that is the ſeeing of Gop : | 
life of angels, is called a continual beholding ro? 
the face of Gop, Mat. xviii. 10. and the ſtan s n 
the ſaints glory and happineſs is alſo a ſeein WM: « 
Go, Mat. v. 8. Heb. xii. 14. Rev. xxii. 4. 
% ſhall fee bis face, and his name ſhall be in t a 
c forcheads. Now tbis phraſe, the ſeeing WW! aff 
Gop, applied - beth te the ſaints and angels, bea 
place their happineſs in Gop alone, excluding ers, 


creature; and it doth import the fulneſs, and<« F heav 


nels, and certainty. of that their bliſs, Win 
Tuus, I have ſhewed you in what ſenſe, n 
FCC are 


nes. nen like -the: er e mu 
grow + 


ne ae 


f 


n 5 2 1 
eaven: PI way of living, viz. upon the bleſ- 2 5 
d Gon alone, ſhall be the fame with x that of %% 
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From the diſcovery of the füture gie of id 
fints, I find myſelf. filled with indignation. -* 

1. RETROOE againſt the carnal conceits that ma- 
y Chriſtians have of heaven. Chriſtians, do 1 call 
em! nay herein they ſeem” rather Mahumetans, 

non ho place heaven in. the füll and laſting en joyment 
ble all creature comforts, nay indeed of ſinful and 
ominable pleaſüres, as one may read in their Ak. 


myſtery 1 in the world. It would be tedious to run 
ro the particular various apprehenſibns of men iix 


her juſt nothing but a glorious name, or ut beſt, 
t a freeneſs from bodily torment: as, nothing of 
Il aſſects them but that dreadful word fire, ſo nothing 


ls, 6 heaven, but the comfortable word reſt' or ſafety... 


ers, it may be, think there is ſomething poſitive” 
nd d heaven, and they dream of an honourable, eaſy, 
aſant life, free ſs ſuch kind of toils, kabours,. 
ns, perfecutions, - reproaches, penuries, which 
are ſubject- to in this. life: this is a true notion, 
much below the nature of that happy. ſtäte : 
ders are Let more highly affected with we” words: 
5 E 3 Res a 0 
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ran, It may be, few Chfiſtians are altögether ſo) 


nat Mnſual; but, ary. I am, tlie far greater ſort of 
ragh ne ſo called, are very groſs and carnal, ar 
he Melt, very low in their conceits of the ſtäte af fu- 
bye happineſs :. heaven is a word." as Tittle under- 


dod as holineſs, and that; I am ſure, is "the great- : 


is matter, and. indeed impoſſible to know them. 
he common ſort of people underſtand by heaven 
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 . 
of glory and glorious, and ſeem to be much abi. 
ed with them, but are like men in a maze or wonders, 
ment, who admire ſomething that they underſuiMc 
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not, and are altogether confqunded in their own fi 
prehenſions of it; as if a man ſhould be. might 
taken with ſuch a fine name as Arabia the happyWſth 
and by a blind fervour of mind ſhould defire- to g 
and viſit it. Others rife yet higher in their api 
henſions of heaven, and Took upon it af a holy ſtain 
but that holineſs. is negative, viz. a perſect feels 
from fin, and all temptations to it: and indeed i 
is a precious conſideration, and that wherein mung 
a weary foul finds much reſt: But yet this amoui er 
not to the life of angels; it is a lower conſideration is 
- heaven, than what our Saviovus here preſents ing 
with. The ſtate of the glorified ſaints, ſhall pf 
only be a ſtate of freedom from temporal pains, fn | 
eternal pains, or a freedom from ſpiritual pains M60! 
imperfettions ; but a ſtate of perfect poſitive Mn 
neſs, pure light, ardent love, ſpiritual liberty, hd 
delights ; when all created good ſhall perfectly vai 
all created love ſhall be ſwallowed up, the ſoul li 
become of a moſt Go p- Ike diſpoſition, ſhining ſa Mor ! 
in the glory that he Thall put upon it, glorying 
nothing bat the bleſſed Gop, FaruER, 80% ndig 
'HoLy Guss r, in his divine image and perſedili 
and Apr up entirely into his infinite fullneſs u 
eternity: Which hath made me ofttimes to nauke 
and indeed to blame the poor low deſcription et 
the kingdom of heaven which I have found in buWaſſio 
"and ſermons, for too dry, yea and profs; once 
_ do deſcribe heaven principally as a place, andy 
ſuch circumſtances of beauty, firmneſs, ſecu 
light and ſplendour, pleaſant ſociety, pood neighdd 
. hood, as they think will moft cpithiend an 6 
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Scripture is pleafed to condefcend ſo far to our weak 
capacities, as to deſcribe that glorious ſtate to us by 


this world; as a kingdom, paradiſe, a glorious city, 
a crown, an inheritance, '8&c. But yet it is not the 


o the nature and excellency of it, and not accord- 
ng to the weaknefs 'of 'our underſtanding, and de- 


xs here; the beholding of Gop, Mat. v. 8. a com- 
nts ng unto the meaſure of the ſtature of the fulneſs 
all Mf Cnais r, Epheſ. iv. 13. Gon's being all things: 
ins, in us, 1 Cor. xv. 28. it is called a knowing | 'of 
ins Cod, and of his Son Jzsvs Carisr, John xvi. 3. 
e Mn a word, which is as high as can be ſpoke, higher: 
ty, Minde ed thin can be perfectly underſtood, it is called 
val being like unto God, 1 John i ut. 21. * We ſhall: 
dul de like unto him.“ But this uſe is not fo much» 
no lor reproof, as it is for information. 
2. HERE is matter of reproof, 'yea and ef jolt 


ndignation againſt the groſs, low, ſenſual, earthly 

: of profeſſors, who yet hope to be the "children 
f the reſurtection, and to be as the angels of Gov 
beaven. What! hope to be like them then, and 
jet altogether unlike them now ! 1 ſpeak not in a 
afſion, but out of a Juſt | indignation that T have 
onceived againſt myſelf, and againſt the generality 


ff covetouſneſs commonly ſo called; there is a fin 
nuch like to it, which is not indeed u fingle ſin, but 
n evil and unſeemly temper, wes? is W 


gabitation. Frue indeed, the Hor r nos in | 


ſuch things as we do beſt underſtand, and are apt to be- ; 
oft taken with; and do moſt enntiry our ſenſes in 


ill of God. that his enlightned people ſhould reſt 
n ſuch low notions of eternal life : for, in other 


places, GoD ſpeaks of the ſtate of glory, according 


ſcribes it at another rate, calling it the life of angels, 


en of faints themſelves. I am not going to ſpeak - 


ns Fhe agel WY 


dedneſs, or minding of earthly things; or if you vill 
becauſe I would not be miſunderſtood, a living pol 
the creature, or a loving. of the creature With z 
diſtin& love: Oh ! the inſenſible ſecrecy, and ins 
ſaperable power of this creature-love.! I: canng 
ſufficiently exclaim againſt. it. Why do: we ſpend 
noble affections upon ſuch low and empty nothing) 
are we called with ſuch a high calling, think yo 
chat our converſation ſhould be. ſo. low? is the ful 
neſs of the fountain yours, and do ye yet delight t 
fit down by, and bathe yourſelves in. the ſhallof 
ſtreams ? is your- life hid with CHRIST in. Cob! 
why then do you/ converſe, as if your life were bound 
up in the creature? have · you laid up- your treafun 
in the bleſſed Go? what do. your hearts then f 
far from it? 1s your happineſs in heaven? why tha 
is not your converſation there too-? Do ye coun 
it your bliſs to ſee CoD? what then mean thok 
fond and wanten glances that ye caſt upon creat 
comforts; and. that unchaſte love.which yon beſot 
upon things below? I mean, not only the © ble 
<< ings of the ſheep, and the lowings of the oxen! 
I ſpeak not of the groſſer ſort of earthly-mindednek 
ſenſuality, or. covetouſneſs ; . but of . that more 
fined and hidden creature love, a loving. of frien 
relations, health, liberty, life, and that; not in-Goy 
but with a love diſtinct from that love wherenil 
we love Gop. To. love all theſe in- Gop, and f 
his ſake, and as- flowing from him,..and partakin 
of him, and with the ſame love: . ID we Joi 
God himſelf, is allowed us: but to love them wil 
2 particular love, as things diſtinct from Gov, t | 
delight in them merely as creatures, and to. folk 
N as. if ſome: : lth or e 55 7 oy 
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ere to be found in them; diſtin from what is i in 
upon Cov, this is a branch of pitual adultery, I had al- 
% ost ſaid idolatry, To taſte a ſweetneſs in the 
reature, and to ſee a beauty and goodneſs in it, is 


len n it, and the goodneſs of Gop which we ought 


ſplendet radiis mariti, the wife ſhines with the 
e ps of her husband; ſo more truly, every creature 

ines but by a borrowed light, and commends un- 
dalla us the goodneſs, and ſweetneſs, and fulneſs of 


God de bleed: Creator. Vor have heard that the glori- 
bonn ed ſouls ſhall live upon Gop alone entirely, 3 


eaſuernally; ; and ſhould not the leſs glorious ſouls, I. 
gen (can gracious ſouls, do ſo too, in ſome degree? yea 


y that jen we who are upon earth, and do yet uſe crea- 


f res, ſhould behold all the ſcattered beams of good- 
Win. eis, ſweetneſs, perfection that are in theſe crea- 
oreat! Ir 8, all. united. and gathered up in 60, and 


re fie) had no- dependence upon him; they love the 


rien orld with a predominant love; they enjoy creature 
+ Gon wforts in a groſs, unſpiritual manner; they dwelt 


erewill don the dark ſide of their mercies, they treaſure 
nd. {ol riches, not only in their cheſts, but in their 
ctakin44t5; they feed upon the creature, not only witle 
re heir bodies, but their very ſouls do feed upon them; 
-m we thus, in a word, they live without: Gop in 


00, e world.” 8 All this is no wonder; fon that 


e 
9 


ur duty; but then it muſt be the ſweetneſs of Goo 


one to taſte and ſee in it. As we ſay, Uxor 


feeding upon them only in Gon, and upon Go 
all of them. It is the character of wicked and 
en les men, that they ſet up, and drive a trade for. 
-dnefWcmſelves ; live in a way diſtin from. Gov as tho? 


; foll ich is of the earth, muſt needs be earthly, John 


Pug: foul ſhould feed upon carthly tah? F 
teak 


31. But is it: not a-monſtrous thing, that a 


2D LED RE 
of : 4a Tx 


- *% 
—— - 


EN 


"i 


4 
7 
2 
3 
D 

| 
* 
FP 


Fol "= - The e 1 


and feeding upon the low fare of carnal men, « 


ſtar falling from its own ſphere, and choking. iti 
in the duſt, would not be ſuch an emigent piece d 


ſenſe, John iii. 31. is true of the truly godhy 


tion to mortify in us the love of this anima! itt 
to make us weary of this low kind of living, u 
_ -quicken us to long after ſo bleſſed a change. We 
might the - apoſtle ſay indeed, that to die was gi 
| Philip. i. 27. for, is not this gain, to exchanges 


ſtiall the ſaints live upon him, and upon the { 
eme infinite falneſs, and Hall not need any ws 


4 che laſt enemy to be deſtroyed is death, ! Col 


| & general reſurrection from the. dead, for tha 
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ſpeak without any hyperbole; the famous 0 h 


Babylon, forſaking the ſociety of men, and henlngWt- 


himſelf with the beaſts of the earth,” and ening rs 
with the oxen, was not fo abſurd. a lam nor | 
ſo monſtrous or unſeemly, as the children of th 
moſt High God, forſaking the true bread of ſoul 


created ſweetneſs, - worldly goods: nay, a gane 


Baſeneſs; for what is ſaid of the true Go ine 


this ſenſe, © He that cometh from heaven is 
all,” i.e. above all things that are below 6 
himſelf. - ” 

3. SHALL this life of angely be alſo the li 
Kints? this may then ſerve as a powerful conſi 


animal life for an angelical Hife; a life which is 1 
fome ſenſe common: to the very beaſts with us, i 
that which in ſome fenſe may be called the life! 
Gop ?- For as the bleſſed and holy God Eves upd 
Bis own infinite and ſelf-ſufficient fulneſs, with 
being beholden te any thing without himſelf; 


ture contributions. The apoſtle indeed faith, ti 


xv. 26. which is true of enemies without us; 
it is true with reſpect to CuRxIs T, who ſhall mi 


* 


1 proper meaning of it but it is true alſo, that 
he laſt enemy to be overcome within us is the love 
at life, therefore it is ſaid, that a man will part 
iich any thing to keep his life, Job ii. 4. And 
wee do generally excuſe the matter, and cry, Oh! 
bah ie is ſweet, life is precious. It muſt be conſeſſed, 
wen nd it may be granted; I believe that there is an 
rioufirclination of the ſoul te the body, ariſing from 
at dear and unconceivable union that Gop him- 
if hath made of them, which is purely natural, 
ſome ſay altogether neceſſary for the maintaining 
f man in this . and not in itſelf ſin- 
: poſſibly there may not be found a man upon 
arth ſo holy. and mortified, in whom this is not 
und ; certainly it is the laſt hinderance to be re- 
bed out of the way of our perfect happineſs. 
his, altho* in itſelf natural, yea - neceſſary, and 
al Without blame, yet in the inordinateneſs of it, or- 
narily, if not conſtantly, becomes ſinful. I count 
m the moſt perfect man in the world, who loves 
dt his own life with an inordinate ſinful love, who 
ange ves it only in Gop, and not with a creature-love 
h ir ſtint from Gop. There are two ways whereby 
is natural and lawful love of life becomes ſinful, 
e lik z. immoderateneſs, ahd inordinateneſs : Immo- 
es upFrateneſs is, when men love their lives at chat rate, 
withoiWat they are filled with unreaſonable and diſtracting 
ſelf; rs, cares, and thoughts about them, when the. 
the ſaole buſineſs of life is almoſt nothing elſe but a 
ny celfdiouſneſs to preſerve the being of life. Inor- 
ich, nateneſs is, when men, tho' they do not love their 
eis at that exceſſive rate, yet do love life as a crea- 
us; ue good, not in Gop, nor in order to him, but 
all mie it for itſelf, as ſomething out of. Gop : Every 
r_thet Wu! man in the world is guilty of the mm | 
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and 1 doubt but fow ſaints. altogether free hon 0 
guilt of it. Now, that this immoderate love 
life ought to be ſubdued in Chriſtians,” all men 
moſt will grant: if any will not grant it, we © 
eaſily prove it from the command of Gop, My 
vi. 25. Take no thought for your life,” 1 Job 
15. Love not the world, neither the thing 
. that are in the world;” "Both which wotds, i 
the moſt favourable interpretation that can be gie 
of them, do in the judgment of all forbid immo 
deration: nay, a mere philoſopherꝰ would enſon 
this from mere moral conſiderations, which I cann 
now ſtand upon, But this inordinate love of In 
as it is a more ſecret, ſticking evil, a more refine 
corruption, is harder to be bens, and men 
Joth to be convinced of the evil of it. Now tl 
particular diſtinct loving of life, not as in Gob, h 
in it ſelf, as a creature good, is elearly condemns n01 
in that firſt and great commandment, Mat, . ; 
37. '* Thou ſhalt love the Loxp thy Gov with or 
« thy heart, and with all thy ſoul, and with a 
% thy mind; q. d. Gop the ſaprenie, infin$: ; 
perfect, original, eſſential, ſelf-ſufficient Good, is n, i 
be leved in the higheſt, and pureſt, and. Ntrong ong 
manner, that the heart of men is capable to lor love 
and all other things only in him, and under Hs.! 
and as being of him, and for his fake. Let it wil 
allowed that life is good, yet it muſt be add on 
that it is but a created good: let it be allowed i 
life is comfortable, yet it muſt be acknowledge of 
that man's chiefeſt comfort and happineſs doth ni, an 
land in this animal life. So then, life it ſelf be x 
be loved in Gop, who is the fountain and ſjrilfiſſnen 
+ tis ee loved in the "yu of a cr lis 
b 5 ineſs 
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{ good, and no otherwiſe. Now, created goods 
e to be loved only in the Creator, as coming 
om him, as partaking of him, as leading to him, 
rgue the cafe a little thus : The ſoul of man is 
lowed to love its body with which the great Gop 
th matcht it; and to love union with this body, 
ich union we call life, But this body being a 
ature, and a creature much inferior to itſelf, 
d much more ignoble than itſelf, cannot in rea- 
be judged to be the fit and adequate object of 
trongeſt and beſt affections: that ' muſt needs 
ſomething more excellent than itſelf, and that 
not be any thing in this world (for this world 
th nothing ſo noble, ſo excellent in it as the 
| of man) it muſt indeed be the Creator him» 


it, perſect Good, he is to be loved with all the 
ngth and powers of the ſoul, ſingly and entire- 
* and the will of Gor being Gop himlelf, is 
only to be ſubmitted to, or reſted in, but ts 
choſen and loved above all created things, yes, 
n above life it ſelf, the beſt of creatures. So 
„if it be the will of God to call for our lives, 
oupht readily to give them up; becauſe we ought 
love the will of God much more than our 
s. I pray you drink in that notion, viz. that 
will of God being pure, holy, perfect, ſhould 
only be ſubmitted to, or reſted in, but even 
ed and choſen above all creatures. Now, the 
of God is not that only whereby he teaches 
, and preſcribes laws to them, but that where- 
he rules, and governs the world, and diſpoſes 


en in any condition of life, or takes away 
fa cr lives from them. The eternal fountain of 


anels can ſend forth nothing but what is per- 
| M ä 


Welt, ſeeing Gop is the ſupreme, ſelf-ſuffi- _ 
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ſectly good; and that which is perfectly g „ud 


to be loved with an univerſal, | pure, and, a; (i 
as poſlible, perfect love. This you will ſay, pg 
haps, is a high and a hard faying.: but let it n 
feem impoſſible, for a man to love his own 1 
-only in GoD, and in ſubordination to him, for (801 
Goy requires (and he: requires not things impoſſiblgMſhti 
Luke xiv. 26. © If any man come after me, a 
“ hate not his own life, he cannot be my diſciple 
i. e. not ſimply hate it, but in compariſon of in 
and my will. It is not then impoſſible, nay yi 
ſee it is a neceſſary duty, without which we can 
be Cnr1sT's diſciples. The ſaints of old for 
it poſſible. Holy Paul gives this anſwer readj 
Acts xxi. 13. © I am ready to die at Jeruſalem f 
the name of the Lord Jxsus;“ and Ads x 
24. © I count not my life dear unto me, ſo 4 
« I might finiſh my courſe with joy.” It is M bſi 
neſſed of the whole army of the ſaints, in Rer. 
11. that © they loved not their lives unto t 
6% death, i. e. they did not value them in reſi Nouſ 
of Gop and his truth. Neither let any 0 
flatter himſelf, and ſay, Yea, if I were called 
die for God, I would rather do it than deny li 
for the will of Gop is as much to be eyed in! 
ſending for us by a natural death, as by martyrdafW7m: 
and a not giving up our lives to him at any ti bildr 
is as truly to deny him and his will, as not d | 
give them up at the ſtake, when we are callei 
it. Beſides, how ſhall we imagine that he that is ¶ings 
Willing to die in his bed, ſhould be willing to( 


at a ſtake? New, this duty of being mortified Mfith! 


the love of this animal life, being ſo difficult, Ney! 
ſo neceſſary, and fo noble, how: doth: it beo dle 
every ſaint to ſiudy to attain to this perfedi 


The Angelical Life, t55 
mich, that we may, let us preſs upon our ſelves 

his conſideration, this doctrine, that the glorified. 
bints ſhall live as angels of Gop in heaven. We 
ww that if this body were broken down, this 
pw life cut off, we ſhould live like angels, not 
olle ing beholden any more to poor creatures for help 
comfort, but ſhould be filled with the fulneſs of 
op, filled with his image and glory, and live upon 
im entirely for. evermore. Yea, I may add, that 
his very living above our own lives, merely at the 
ill of Gop, is a participation of the angelical 
e, even in this world : therefore labour to be mor-- 
fed to that love of this life which is here upon 
lem (th, yea to * weary of it, yea, almoſt aſhamed: 
ds 1 f it. 
4. SHALL we thus live the Hires of the angels, 
bliſting in Gop, feaſting upon him, filled with 
dev. Him to all eternity? this may moderate our ſorrow 
nto Which we conceive for the loſs of any created good, 


1 reſyMouſes, lands, huſband;, wife, children, &c. yet a 
ny 0 tle while, and we ſhall not miſs them, ſhall not. 
alled Need them, ſhall not defire them any more. The 
ny hi leſſed angels live a glorious life, and they have 
d in Wone of theſe, but. are perfectly fatisfied in the en- 
yr ment of Gop alone: they have no wives nor 


ny tildren, yet they want none; and yet a little while, 
; not Med we ſhall have none neither, neither ſhall we 
calle ant them, having all things in the Gop of all 
1at is Hings: they neither marry, nor are given in mar- 
ae, but are in conjunction with the FArRER, 
tified Mith Love and Goodneſs, and Truth it ſelf, and ſo 
jy have no want of any thing. If you have no 
| indles left in the houſe, yet it is towards day- 
rſectffeak, and the ſun will riſe upon you, and you 
8 need none, and yet have — enough too. 
5 ä "MM 
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In a word, learn to live beſide them whilſt y on 
have them, and you will be the better able X 
without them, when they are removed. 
F. I come now to the fifth and laſt uſe thay 
ſhall make of this doctrine; and oh that you a 

I may make this happy uſe of it! Shall the ſaint 
be as the angels of Gop in their way of livin 
a: upon GoD, and enjoying all happineſs in him aloy 
for ever? ſhall this certainly be our life in heaven 
oh then]! labour ta begin this life upon eart 
If you cannot perfectly tranſcribe, yet, at le 
imitate that angelical kind of life, Tho' you a 
here impriſoned in a body of earth, and oft cuniſeq 
bred and clogg'd with bodily infirmities, and ca 
led to aitend upon bodily neceſſities ; yet, as far 
this animal ſlate will permit, live upon Gov. 
not excuſe nor vindicate that low kind of e: 
life, do not juſtify your living below and bel heit 
God, but ſtir up yourſelves to behold where ya 
happineſs lies, and live not willingly below it. Ce 
tainly a godly ſoul hath more than bare hope in ti 
world: Gop the bleſſed, inſinite and communia 
tive good, hath not lockt himſelf ſo far out 
ſight, but that he gives his people a comſortaſ on- 
beholding of him even whilſt they are in their p 
grimage: and what Solomon faith of the life 11 
godly, he means it of their preſent life, Prov.! 
24. The way of life is above to the wiſe :” Ti 


: living not only ſhall be, but is now above; it I fo: 
| - high way of living. They are certainly a pus v 
ſort of mechanical Chriſtians, that think and ta Go 


only of a heaven to come, and dream of an he 
pineſs without them, and diſtinct from them: Ticatu 
truly godly and Gop-like ſoul cannot ſo contriiize 
N En” : 5 | | himk ſom 
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unſelf, but being ſpirited and principled from a- 
bove, is carried out after the infinite and almighty 
Good, as a thing is carried towards its centre; 
and haſtens i into his embraces, as the iron haſtens 0 
the load-ſtone, and longs to be in conjunction with 
it, If therefore ye be from heaven, live above all, 
above all earthly things: If ye be riſen with 
„Cuxis r, ſeek: the things that are above, Col. 
ü. 1, If ye be born of Gop, live upon Gop, 
and ſuck not * breaſts of a ſtranger. Deny ſelf, 
live beſides ſelf; i. e. live not to your luſts, live 
ot to the ſervice of your ſenſes, to the luſt of the 
feſh, to the Juſt of the eye, to the pride of life; 
et not your ſouls be ſervants to your ſins, no nor 
> your ſenſes, that” were for ſeryants to ride on 
orſeback, and princes to walk on foot, Eccleſf. x. 
Live above ſelf, i. e. let your ſouls quit all 
heir own. intereſt in themſelves, and entirely re- 
on themſelves: ts Gop, as to all points of duty 
d ſervice. But that's not all; neither is that it 
hich I preſs you to from theſe words: but live a- 
ve the creature, and whatſoeveris in it, viz. delight- 
g in Gop, converſing and communing with him 
lone, as the chiefeſt Good: deſire not any creature 
y further, than as it may help you forward to 
ic Creator; neither delight in it any further, than 
| it either repreſents ſome of the divine perfecti- 
5, witneſſes ſomething of divine love, or leads 
ſome divine participation or communion. See- 
g we ſhall come to live upon Go, and delight 
God alone without: any creature; let us now 
e upon, feed upon, love Gop alone in every 
m: geture. Now, to give you a more diſtinct know- 
12 of this high and noble life, 1 will explain it 
ſome particulars, negatively and affirmatively.. 
M - 5 iſt, NzeGA® 
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Iſt, NEGATIVELY. 


1ſt, © Live not upon ſelf.” I ſpeak not of lj. 
ving unto ſelf, but live not upon ſelf, ſelf-excellen- 
cies, ſelf-ſufficiencies „ any created accompliſhment; i 
which was the life of the Stoicks „ thoſe great Phi 
loſophers, who placed happineſs in the enjoyment 
of themſelves, which they called eTepaZia. . Tu 
enjoy ones ſelf indeed is a high guty, a nobk 
privilege, a duty of the goſpel, Luke xxi. 19 
2 Poſs ye your ſouls.” But how muſt we "nj 
our, ſelves? why, only in Gop. He enjoys hin 
1. Nor who, in a ſullen melancholy, retires u 
a a ſolitary and monaſtical life, as many of the ſoy 

rer ſort of Papiſts do. 
2. Nox he who in a proud mood diſdains t 
perfections of Gon ſhining forth in other men; an 
hiding himſelf from them thro' envy, contents hin 
ſelf to ſit and admire his own perſonal ac if 
ments, as many humoriſts do. 

3. Nox he who finding nothing without Jl 
nor knowing nothing above him to give his { 
her full reſt, ſettles upon a foundation of his oi 
and admires. a ſelf-ſufficiency in the temper of li 
own ſpirit a little ſubdued by philoſophical precept 
as the Stoicks did, and our Quakers do. But! 
who enjoys himſelf in Gon, i. e. who doth n 


view himſelf in the narrow point of his own beit 


but; taking a view of himſelf in the unbounded e 
ſence of Gop, loves, and enjoys, and values li 
ſelf, and all his perſonal excellencies as he is in 60 
and partakes of his perſections. To live in a" 

of ſell·converſe is below the end of man's excl 


. 
6 


The A Life. 19 


who was made for a higher good: and hereby a 
nan ſhall never obtain true happineſs, for it is pe- 
iar to GoD alone to be happy in himſelf. © In a 
© word, a ſoul that confines itſelf to its ſelf, and. 
lives,. and moves, and rejoices only within the--- 


ents: narrow cell of its own particularbeing, deprives. 
tu. [lf of that almighty and original Goodneſs: 
2 and Glory that fills: the world, and ſhines thra® 


the whole Creation.“ 

2dly, © Luan not upon anz creature without 
yourſelves.” Self indeed is a creature; but yet 
or clearneſs in proceeding, we ſhall diſtinguiſh I 
ow this is the life of the greateſt ſort of men, they 
a ve beſide GoD, and move only within the ſphere- 
ure; M the creature. You will eaſily underſtand that 1 
eak not of the bodies living upon the creature; 
r ſo God bath appointed that it ſhall. live: and. 

et as to this too, I ſay with our Saviovs,. 
Man liveth not by bread alone,” 8&c. But I 
peak of the ſoul- of man living upon the creature: 
its higheſt good, and feeding upon it as its beſt 
e: they riſe up early, and fit-up late, and Gop- 
at bu not in all their thoughts :. they are filled with do- 
ſtick and foreign comforts, but behold not the 
aTHER of lights from whom all theſe: deſcend :: 
ey live upon the good: things of the world, yet 

e without Gop in the world. Now by theſe 
Ig . 5 5 5 

. I do not mean thoſe heathens that in the- 
ry idolatrous manner, do in the literal ſenſe ſet: 
the creatures for gods. | 

2, Nok thoſe Chriſtians that-in a moſt groſs. 
anner do make idols of the — and place 
e in them, | 


loth 1 
n bein 
nded : 
lues l 
J in 60 
in aN 
creabl 
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do not enjoy all creatures in Gop; . who love # any 
thing in any creature with a diſtine love, who 4 


and. elegant diſcourſes, more- ſer accompliſhme 
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Te nk "Us. © 
3. No nor only | thoſe - earthly profeſſors, . whe 


follow the world too eagerly, and have ſuch a denn 


and rooted reſpect for it, that they can be. ordinari 
content to ſuffer creature employments to juſtle Go 
and duties out of their hearts and houſes, whoſ 
worldlineſs is apparently too hard for their. religion 
Who then? ſhall. we come any nearer? yes: 
4. Thos are guilty of creature converſe, | 


not love it only in Gop; who love ſilver, gol 


| houſes, lands, trading, friends, with a partie ern 


pinching love. Oh take heed of this creature lo 
of valuing any created thing any otherwiſe than four 
Go, any otherwiſe than-as being from hs parti 3 
ing of him, and leading to him. e 
Idly, Lives not upon ordinances.” Th 
are God's inſtitutiens, love them, cleave to then one 
attend upon them, let no. temptation cauſe you iſe n. 
leave them: but live not upon them, place not youlſWnel 
religion, place not your hope, your happineſs in ten con 
but love them only in Gop ;, attend vpon them, MN 
not ſo much upon them, as upon Gop in them; | 
by the pool, but wait ſor the angel; love not, . 
not a divine ordinance for its own ſake. Why, ub 
1 ſo? alas! who almoſt doth not? 
. Thus did they in Ezek gXxxiii.. 32, L w; 
delighted in the prophet's eloquence, and in ird 


rhetorick of his ſermons, . as much as in a well miſinit 


ed voice, and harmonious muſick :. And ſo d 
thouſands in England, who read the Bible for i] you 
ſtyle or the ſtories, ſake, and love to ſit under learn 


than for converſion: and ſwarms. of prieſts % 


preach themſelves, more than CugisT JIEsUs, ol w 


RN 


"The dngelical Life | 
Win \ his own . as a proud bay rides a horſe 
den into the market, to fer forth himſelf more than 
all is maſter's goods. | 
Goff 2. Bor there are many not fo groſs as Welt 
bol vno do yet uſe ordinances in a way very groſs and 
gion, ſpiritual, - placing their devotion in them, and 
linking their religion into a ſettled. courſe of hear- | 
vn or praying; who will wait upon God, as they 
e wall" it, at ſome ſet and ſolemn times, new moons 
„o nd ſabbaths, it may be evening and morning: but 
ool{M-ligion muſt not be too buſy with them, nor in - 
iculMermeddle in their ordinary affairs, or worldly em- 
 loveloyments ; it hath no place there; they do not 
han I ount it a garment for every days wear. 

ar 3. Anp not only theſe, but even almoſt all men 
e too apt to ſeek reſt. in duties and ordinances, or, 
The leaſt, to be pretty well ſatisfied with the work 
then one, whether they have converſed with Gop there 
you r no. Oh if you love your ſouls, ſeek your hap- 
ot youlWnels higher! Converſing with divine ordinances, 
n then confeſs, is honourable and amiable, but it is too 
em, r x life for an immortal foul. 

em; 
not, 5 
ay, . 


ad, APTIRMATIVELY..| : 


Let —— ſatisfy you but Goo himſelf; take | 
with no pleaſure, no treaſure, no portion, no 
radiſe, nay, no heaven, no happineſs, below the 


2, wil 
in tl 


vell ruWinite, ſupreme, and ſelf-ſufficient Good. Let 
| fo- Hr eye be upon him, and his all-filling fulneſs; 
e for i your deſire be unto him, and to the remembrance 
x learn his name; follow hard after to know the Lov, 


lima to enjoy the FATHER thro” his. Fon Ixsus 
ſts "157 ; let your fellowſhip be with the PA THREE, 
us, eu with the. So 22 the Srixtr, 1 John i. 3. 

— -* 


* 


+ Argelical tuft, 


0 love the Loxo all ye his ſaints,” PAL xxxi; 1 
yea love him with all your ſoul, and all your 
Mat. xxii. 37. yea and keep yourſelves alwiys ig 
the love of Gop, Jude 21. perſevere and increaſe 
in the love of GOD; © Keep yourſelves in the lo 
4 of Go.“ Oh ſweet duty Oh amiable pleaſant 
task! Oh ſweet” and grateful command ! Away je 
crowd of creatures, I muſt keep my heart for my 
Gop : away ye gaudy ſuiters, away pe glittering 
toys, there is no room for you; Ay whole ſou 
if its capacity were ten thouſand times larger tha 
it is, were too ſcant to entertain the ſupreme Gols 
to let in infinite Goodneſs and Fulneſs. Oh chary 
it upon yourſelves with the greateſt vehemens 
Love the LoxD, O my foul, keep thyſelf in 
love of Gop; let the love of Gop conſtrain yo 
and keep yourſelves under the moſt powerful co 
ſtraints of it. In a word, live upon Gop as the 
uncreated life itſelf, drink at the fountain, feed upd 
infinite Fulneſs, depend upon almighty Power, Mur 
fer yourſelves to unſearchable Wiſdom, and u 
ded love; ſee nothing but Gov in the creati 
taſte nothing but God. in the world, delight you 
felves in him, Tong for communion with him, a 
communications from him, to receive of his ſolnaanite 
grace for grace. Then do we live moſt like ang 
when we live moſt purely in Gov, and find all 
powers of our ſduls 8 themſelves ppon hi 
and ourſelves, our life, all the comforts of anne: 
flowing from him, and ary ſwallowed up in 
But becauſe we are yet in the body, I ſhall ex f 
it in theſe following particulars,” _ 

' Iſt, © Coxnverse with Gop in all your | 
excellencies. I bade yon before not *con 
5 — now, I | fay, converſe c 


- 


eaſe icir E OBO in Gop, and aſcribe them all to 


xings, but in the eſſence of God ; look upon your- 
ies as being and ſubſiſting in che midft of an in- 

ure Eſſence, in which the whole creation 1, as it 
cre, wrapt uß, and. doth ſubſiſt. 


enorntereſts between Gop and yourſelves ; 3 but look 
in upon all as God's, and enjoy it in him. 

. JO 3. Warn you find yourſelves tempted to caſt a 
_ cond and unchaſte look upon the beauty, ſtrength 


0 vity, or temper of your own bodies, upon the inge- 


d airy, wiſdom, conſtancy, courage, compoledneſs of 
er, Mur own ſouls ; take heed of ſettling into a ſelfiſh 
ad liniration of any of them, but enjoy them in Gop: 
red ſay, This, O my body, this, O my ſoul, is no 
t Jaber than the portraiture of the bleſſed Gop ; 
m, eſe created excellencies. are broken beams of the 


; fulng nite, unſpotted, uncreated perfections, Jer. ix. 


aging, 24. Having once attained to this, we ſhall no 


rts of anner, but rather Wee ant. is a ſpiritual paſſion 


in Mm the pſalmiſt, © Oh that men would praiſe the 
Lonp for his goodneſs, and for his wonderful 


works to the children of men ! Pſal. cvii. 8. 


our. 3. Nay, let me add, when you find yourſelves. _ 


"conf dy e Pu your own wp upon. G s nnn, 


im VF 

\ F | . bo „ 
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bus „% ES „ | 
have of their own, they enjoy nothing diſtin& from | 
ob.: they are excellent creatures, excellent in 


u zonledge, power, holineſs, &c. yet they enjoy all 


, Rev. vii. 1 2. And ſo let us labour to do. 
a . View yourſelves, not in your own particular 


WM 2. And what ever excellency you Gd; in- your 
20008 uls or bodies, look not upon it as your own; | 
har intain not a meum and tuum, a diſtinction of. 


all | en cover it PEAT deſire to be commended. . RE 
on Mt at being undervalued; I mean not in a ſeliſh 
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df lock upon wean Liſts and raed] hi 
: finful ſelfiſh admiration, remember that you ha; 
them only in CyrrsT* Jxsus, and enjoy them in 
your head; labour to enjoy grace itſelf” only it 
Cukis r, as the apoſtle, Gal. ii. 20.“ J, yet nah 
« I, but Cuxisr in me: I labour, yet not I, bu 
« the grace of Go, 1 Cor. xv. 10. So. ought | 
we to glory: 1 believe, I love, I am patisnt, peniten an 
humble, yet not I, but the grace of- Hor that is 
with me, cent Ixs us that dyelleth in mM: 
And indeed a godly man who thus hves at the ven 
height of His own being, yea and above it-too 
knows beſt how to reverence himſelf, yea and u Bon 
love himſelf too, and yet without any ſelf-love 
for he loves himſelf in Dy) and his own endoy 
ments as divine ornaments. ES. 0M 
* achy, © Converse With Gos, an and Live upo Fo 
© him in the excellencies of all other creaturs 
© and in all your creature enjoyments.“ We cali; 
not live without creatures, as the angels 5 indeed 
but let us come as near them as we can, which Mou 
by living above creatures: place your happineſs i 
- Gop, and your hearts upon him; labour to fn 
Gop all things to you, and in you, and to be f 
led with his fulnefs ; labour to get your underſtaniiſtere 
ings filled with the knowledge: of Gor, your wil 
— filled with his divine will, your hearts filled with Mou | 
infinite goodneſs and ſweetneſs, your memories fill 
with the remembrance of his name, yout whole ſon 
filled wich his holy and pure image, filled with ü 
fruits of his Holy SIN IT: nay, let theſe ve 
bodies be filled not only with his good creature 
but more eſpecially with his good-will in the ct 
tires. It is ſaid indeed of the ſenſual - Epicures 
„3 that their bellies are e * 
e 3 _ 


: . — 
* FACS . 
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1 EO * widhie leren Ales 2 e 
but how much better doth Gov fill the belliesof hin 
nts with his hid treaſures; when he fecdeth them 
Lich his divine favour, and dippeth his hand with 5 - 
them in the diſh ? This is meat within meat, which 
the ſaints eat of, which other men, tho”. they feed 
t the ſame table, know" not of. The glorified: 
ſaints ſhall Be ſatisfied wholly and perfectly with the 
livine image, ſhining gloriouſſy on them, and in 
them; to which purpoſe that of the pſalmiſt ma 
de accommodated, Pſal. xvii. ult. when I awake, 3 
be. Well, we cannot be ſo;fatisfied in this life, ir __- 
ſeems: however, tho” we cannot be fo ſatisfied with 1, 
t, yet let us not be ſatisfied without it, nor ſatisfied 
vith any thing beſides it. Reſolve, holy foul, well, 
I muſt not be fully ſatisfied with the image of my 
evenly FATHER till I awake, I will ly down, ane 
all aſleep hungry as I am then; for I will not fll my „ 
outh with chaff, nor my foul with che huſks that 7 
he ſwine do eat. ne, 3 
on can of Gob out of creature enjoyments. — 
1. Exjor all e for Gop z and . bee oY 
mo ways? 3 
(I.) Usz all for him: Thoſe viding boucums 3 
neereſts, friends, which are cloggs upon the heels 
f others, let them be as heels to you to carry 
du heaven-ward ; let your ſouls be winged with 
zoſe very ts wherewith the . 
hers are pintoned; and that which is feu „% 
dei worldly luſts, let it be as feuel to food: nd 
ouriſh your ſpiritual love. To uſe what we have © 1 
r Gop, is the only way of not abuſing wal N 
one way of enjdying all for Gov, to uſe all for: -. 
n: and yer there is ſomething higher in that phraſe 
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4 VALUE no creature comfort any b Rate 
than as. it leads to Gon; and this in a 05 ſenſe 
too. 1, Value things to be gaod only by this, by 
their leading you unto Gop.: perſectum in tw; 
genere eſt menſura . reliquorum. Now Gon be. 
ing the ſupreme and infinite Good, any thing is ſi - 
far good, as it leads to the enjoyment of bin ebe 
Now the enjoyment of God is only in being lit 
0 him; holineſs is his image: ſo then, every thing 
is good that tends to ſanctiſication, ad to male 
men partakers of a divine nature. We are uſua H gel. 
miſtaken in the true nation of good and evil, mu 
mercies and judgments, Judging according to thei. 
taſte; as fooliſh patients do; but Ger's thought... 
are not as our thoughts. Meaſure all things. by the 
proportion they bear, and the tendency they have 
to the ſupreme Good; and call not any thing eln 
that brings nearer to him, nor any thing good 
that draws off from him. 2. When you have found 
2 thing that is really good, tending and leading ty 
the chief Good, and to the poſſeſſion of him; k. 
bour to enjoy it, and rejoice in it only under nume 
notion, as ſuch; when you love it, let it be with 
a pure ſpiritual 8 and ſo order your delight i dict 
= eee may be ſaid, you do rather rejoice i 
* end of it, than in the enjoyment of it. 
2. ANOFHER way. of living upon God in the 
duese as to enjoy all things as partaking oſ hi 
Every good and perfect gift is from hed 
Every beam of created light floweth out of the by | 
cher of light, James i. 17. When the bleſſed adWapr 
glorious Gop framed this ſtately fabrick of ray. | 

| fible world, becauſe there was nothing better in tand 
world than himſelf, he was pleaſed to copy :outielve: 
_ himſelf in ty. and to 1 own, fate fe ad t. 


ons 
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batons oven it, e thro” it, bie l. 20 that 


every ede, 106046: os of" he MASS a 
neſs; every created excellency- is a dark draught of 


8 


by 

lo Goo, and a broken beam of this infinite ſun of 
de righteoufneſs; Created life, beauty, wiſdom, good- 

is e refs, ſweetneſs, are nothing elſe but effluxes, or rather 
bin ebullitions out of the ſelf-ſtfficient fountain, ſcant 
lite g communications made of himſelf, from uncreated 
Nin life, eſſential wiſdom, univerſal goodneſs ; ; and un- 
make 


der this notign we ought only to enjoy them, and 
delight in them: and if we do ſo, we do not fo 
auch enjoy them, as God in them. Oh labour te 
lo ſo! look upon the perfections whieh you find 
ere below, not ſo much as the perſections of this 
or that particular being, but as they are ſo many 
Irops riſen ont of the fountain of all perfections, 
whom they all meet, and are concentred. It is 
ell expreſt by one; © In a particular being, love 
the 1 goodneſs; Let the whole world 
as the garden of Gov to yon, where every 
ature is a flower, from which you may fuck 
omething of the divine ſweetneſs. Alas ? at what | 
low and ſenſual rate do we live, when we 're- 
vice in creatures, either as they are excellent, or 

they are ours; whereas indeed neither of 'theſe 
x true; for they are novexcellent, but God is excel - 
itin them; and how can we call any thing our own, * 
n. hen Cop made boch us and all things for himſelf? 
"Wb ! how injurieus is it to the bleſſed Gop, when 
p< rob him of his own perſections that he hath 


u 


ed aniimprinted upon the creature, by loving it, _—_ 
the \ mag bn OI RO but as ſomething di- 
in tein from him! nay we are then injurious" to our- 


iow,” as we ſhall fee by and by. Labour to enjoy 
ö the creatures. 2 
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© precious POO os thee unto me.” 0 
6D cried David, when he had been i 
of the creatures excellencies, Pſal. cxxxix. 17, 
Labour to abſtra& your minds from terrene thing 
even in the enjoyment. of them, and call upon 
yourſelves to love, and live, and. feed npon Goh 
in them; live not upon the dark ſide of your me 
mercies, but upon the repreſentations of Gov: inf cic 
them. Is there any thing good? Oh this is a taſleM pli 
of infinite goodneſs | Is there any thing ſweet? 
Oh how ſweet is the Gop that made it 0! 1; 
there any thing lovely ? it is a picture of hin 
whoſe name is Love, Is any thing firm, ſtable 
laſting? it is a ſhadow of that glorious eſſeneg 
with whom there is no ſhadow of change. Har 
vou any thing thing ſtrong-? it ariſes out of that Car 
with whom is everlaſting ſtrength. - Doth any c 
ture give reſt, caſe, refreſhment-? e ene 
the all-ſatisſying fulneſs of:Gop. In a word, labor 


world be to you as Gov's temple, > e ready tot 

_ tay of every place, as Jacob, % How dreadfil i 
F Zn e eee eee e- ie 
< of GOD! that Gon who runs thro? all create 
beings, and from himſelf derives ſeveral prints 
beauty and excelleney all the world over, But ive: 
pecially take heed of your own created comſom ore. 
that they do not inſenſibly lead away leaſa 
and enfnare you into a finful, particular, ſecte 
love of them; which is a for ſoon comminel he N 
bardly diſcerned, and moſt hardly reformed. onto 
any be free d from. theſe inordinate affeRions, {u 


ing Wl have . e it, Auer wih the” of- | 

7. ll Philiſtines, but: with the lives of what they fo load, 5 

ag; were being no way to cure this evil diſtemper, bur 

pon cutting off the member infected with it, the part 

oo ll that it fed upon- As a branch of this head, let : 

our me add, labour to live upon Gop in the excellen-- 

dies of other men: value them and all their accom- 

taſte pliſhments only in Gop, as he that did 5 

et“ Drum habgantem im Auguſtino, admire Govy. 

u and enjoy Gon in them. Wherever you fee wiſ- 

bin dom, goodneſs, ingenuity, holineſs, jaſtice, or-anp 

ether accompliſhment, fay, here and there is Goo 

And this is the honeſt way of making ourſelves 

maſters of whatever is another man's; and enjoying 

Gov x, as truly as he himſelf doth, yea, as truly as if | 

eres it were our on; when we beheld / alt theſe _—_— T 

offs coming from the ſame fountain of lights, and 

do love them alk: in him witir an univerſal love. 

WT his is the rare art of having nothing, yet poſ- . +4 

Willing all things; of being rich, tho' one have no) 

ing; and” of being wife, tho” one know nothing. j": 4 

3. Taz: laſt way of living! upon Gop in the 

reature is, to taſte and feed upon the love of Gow 

them, not only his common bounty, but his 

pecial love in CR IST.. The good will of Gow 

gives a ſweet reliſh to every morſe}, as I hinted /be- * 

dre. Even in the midſt of all your delightful; 

leaſant, ſweet enjoyments, let your ſouls be more 
affected with this;. than with them; let this be a- 

ited Manna lying upon the top of all your outward 
omforts, which your ſpirits may gather up, and feed 

Pon, But this I touched upon before; therefore F 

all add no more concerning it. Thus I havé 

vn you how you may imitate the life of angels 


* 


> Gon be your drift in every duty, and the very liſe, 


/ 


* 
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\. oufſneſs, Severity and Sovereignty of Gon in then 


gdiy, 0 Converts: with Go, and live pn 
& jim in all his ordinances :” Let communion: with 


"and ſoul; and ſweetneſa of c\ery ordinance; You 
never read ef a ſoul more thirſty after ordinaness 
than David; as might appear abundantiy; yet if 
you look well into the expreſſions, you will find th 
Gon ii 
them; not- after the dead letter, but the living 
Gov, "Plat, xlii. 2. My foul ttürſtec for Gon, 
. for the living Gow 3” and Pſal. hotxiv. 2. My 
heart and my fleſh erieth ont for the living Gop. 
| Letithe word preach'd or read be as a voice from 
heaven talking with yon; let your conference. be 4 
comment upon that word; let meditation be 28 
Lind of bringing down Gov into your ſouls, and 
prayer as a raiſing. up of your ſouls into Gon, 10 
thing but faith and love 5 into Praiſes. Au 0 
of all the reſt. | 
Achly, av with Gem in all his provi 
4 dences; proſperity, adverſity, plenty, penury 
health, ſickneſs, peace and perplexity., This irs 
large theme : But as to proſperity, I -have- ſpoken 
ſomething already, under that head of <onverling 
with God in creature enjoyments: : as for adyerſity; 
1 have faid much more in a large diſcouvſe, to de 
ſeribe and commend the art of converſing vit 
'Gop in afflictions. Brieſſy at this time, conver 
not with loſſes, wants, afſſictions; but with Cop i 
them: and that not only with the Juſtice, Right 


bat with the Goodneſs and Mercy of Gov in then 
G 
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ways: of N — e-mercy. and - 725 | — 
truth, Pſal. xxv. 1 0. then hie rougheſt prg- = 
dark ways are ſo too: ä - | 
I John iv. 8, chen his very correRtions- pr 
not from hatred: if ie be his name to E good, 2 
to do good, Pſal. cxix. 68, where have we lan 476M 
then to call his afflicting providences evils; and ioòog 
divide evil, which is but one, even as Gop is one, 
into culps: age Pœnæ, fin and afflition ?- ſurely we 4 
freak as men; and if G00 call them ſo, he ſpeaks — 
ifier the manner of men, as he often doth : if the ELD... 
governing. will of Gon be pure, perfect, and in 
finitely good and righteous,. ought we not to con- 
verſe with it in a free and ehearſul manner; yea, 
and to love it too? In a word, pore not upon 
creature changes, nor the uncertaim wheels of motion 
that are turning up and down, we know not how, 
nor how oft; but fix yourſelves upon that all- ſeeing 
eye, that am ee Underſtanding, that unſearch-- 
ble and infinite Goodneſs, that derives itſelf thro? 
prorigy the whole univerſe, and fits in all the wheels of _' 
enurj i motion, governing all the ſtrange. motions of -the ' © 
s is a creatures-in a wonderful and powerful manner, an-asg 
polen carrying them all in their * (0nd laſt. 
er ng and bleſſed end. | "£9 
erg THvs imitate the angelical life, even llt yon 
to de are in the body :. converſe wht Gap: in ſelf excels _. 
vin lencies, in the creature excellencies,. 'ordinances, 
ver providences 3 and yet labour to be more like him 
505 1 ſtill, to abſtract your mind from all theſe; and akt 
Right material and. ſenfible things, and to canverſe witty ' © 3 
ben Cob without the help of any creature, I mean in 
49", and 2 a ctr feeling 6 of his 3 5 


— he — . 5 


E 8 5 eations of vis life, in your ſouls, 10 2 won 8 
* if you would taſte of heaven whilft you are upon f bu 


«earth; labour above all things for a true conjunction Ml ke 
HM of your hearts with Go, in a ſecret feeling of his Ml 
| Goodneſs, gd a reciprocation of love to him; and i © 
to find the ly and bleſſed Gop exerciſing Mente T! 
© and power upon all the faculties of your ſouls; WM an 
_— and rendring them like unto himſelf, and all theſe i xi. 
3 powers of the ſoul mutually ſpending themſelves A 
upon him freely and entirely, as nog the chieſeſt W Go 
© Good, which is their proper and full object. See- I as 
* ing the ſaints-im, glory fhall be like unto the angels wh 
in pdf Gov in their way of living in and upon Gop alone, ¶ ſun 
= receive, I pray, this exhortation, which I have ſo WW rits 
lergely proſecuted, and labour to begit that life, as I ſhal 
far as you can, upon eartir: Is their not reaſog ſor W true 
ſuch an inference ? doth it not now flow naturally MW of > 
from the doctrine? if you think it do not, I will I like 
| add two or three particulars to ſiren 1gtherr this in- reaf 

=. - ference, or atleaſt to clear it; 
- 1I.᷑. Ir is highly reaſonable Ant · we begin to be 
that which we expect to be for ever, to learn that 
_ way of living in which we Hope to live to all eternity: 
ſo that] infer, upon as ſtrong ground as the apoſtle; 
1 John ii. 3. He chat bath this my: uni 

E- himſelf,” S.. 

A G4 this be the life fads then it is übe 
higheſt and nobleſt life that any created being is ca- 
pable of. As · by the bread. of angels, 4nd the tongue 
of angels; the moſt extellent- food, and the mot 
excellent language is underftood_ in Scripture, ſo 
muſt we underſtand this life of angels. Now it is 
very ſuitable to the reaſonable ſoul, that immorta, 
noble being, to aim at the higheſt and nobleſt lie: 
ſee Mat, xviz 26. What ſhall a mam give inten- 
| & change 1 his ſoul ? „ 
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3. i E 
bt rel i. ſomething of: heaven, a beginaing of 
heaven. This life is not a thing really diſtin _ 
from life. eternal, John xvii. 3. This: is life etery | 


beternal life. 
Feen nigh read of eternal life abi in men, 
and not abiding in them, 1 John iii. 1 5. fo alſo, Joha 


vi. 54. Whoſp cateth my. fleſh hath. eternal life,” 


d, 
on 
on 
his 
nd “ nal, &c. 1 John v. 13. Ve 
acs 
Ils, 
ele 
ves A holy ſoul thus deified,. thus living, in and upon 


feſt on is 3 upon earth, in ſome degree, | 
ee. enlightned by the morning ſun 3 
gels wire is as truly, tho — as by the 
ne, ſun in its greateſt height; Oh low and ignoble ſpi- 
e ſo 82 can be. ſatisfied with. a happjacſs- which 
, as ſhall only. be in the world to come! Certainly it. 15 
for I true and. proper ſpeech to: fayy ; that. a 

ally of Gop is an anticipation of heaven ; and to be 
will A like unto him, is to be with him. Von ſee what 


in- reaſon- 1 have to make ſuch an inference, and to „ 


| form it: unto-ſuch an earneſt exhortation+: Ob. there 
o be ſore, I beſeech you before God and his holy angels, 
that I to endeavour. to be like him, and to live like tbem! 
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[tle Ke angels Anſwer 1. But fall on and imitate . 


ien tem tho? it be“ haud: paſſibus quis: la- Ls 


bour _ be g &7/5A% if you cannot be altoge- 
- the I gether we 2. We are tre. bidden, to live the 
0. lie of Gop, Mat. v. ult, Be perſect, Se. ſo- 
ngue 1 Pet. i. 1 5. © Be ye holy, &c. mana 
molt I how high ſpeak theſe text:? 

OBJECT. Say not, but how can: -this arimal lie 
permit this? For Anſwer 1. Thus men have lived in 
the body: thus lived Enoch; Gen. v. 22. thus lived 
Paul, Philip. i. 21. thus lived David tliat man af 
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you may Tre: above yourſelves too, higher than 


. love.“ This“ is the laſt enemy that kreps the 
field, by which alone the greateſt ſort of men do 


23. To live upon Gov in the creature is 19 
enjoy the creature in the beſt ſenſe,” You vil 
loſe nothing of the creature by this means, but ſhall 
enjoy it more fully than ever you did. For the 
creature is ten thouſand times ſweeter in God, than 


of all men, and all things, as muck as if the er 


a LI 4 r ie way never to loſe any: thing. * ll 
chat lives upon Gop ſpends upon a ſtock that cannot Dm 
be waſted, drinks: at'a ſountain that cannot be en Pm: 
hauſted. So muck as we enjoy of Go in the cr. 

ture, we do not loſe with it; and that which ve 
do not ſo· enjoy, we deſerve to loſe. This then it 
the ſecure and honourable life, in compariſon of 


bears to en it. 
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Pſal. Ixxili. 25. There is none upon earth that 
„I deſire beſides thee,” 2. Cannot we live in 


5 the body, except we live to the body? you ſee ſaints 1 
| _ earthy = above other men upon - earth; and 


pains, take” the other flight; and 


Fad Twill only add s motivg or two to thi 
duty of living upon G. 
I. Tre laſt enemy to be overcome i is creature 


wy everlaſtingly; beat down this, and you win 
„ and 'ſhalf wear the crown ; 1 
of it is a crown, as 1 ſaid befbre. 


it is in itſelf. Vea, in a word, this is the way toer. * 
joy all the world, and to enjoy the acc = 
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own. 
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Which the life of a prince is but a 8 in the 


mire. Lon p, give us ee _ bee an 
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Z Mnia mi Dzvs.eſt,. idem Deus e eſt meus omnis : 
Ipſe Deo totus, totus eſt ipſe DEI. | 


. , * * 


Omnia mihi Dx us eſt. 


In Dro cujuſque boni creati 
fagdle vires penitiſſimè inſunt, 


in DO ſolaminaque implicantur 


4 Omnia vitæ. 


, fe _ Ominis Deus eſt mens. 
mne quod fecit mihi dat benignus; 
mne quod præ ſe quia nil 
Uuper menti dedit appetenti 
Omne quod ipſe eſt. 
Ipſe in Deo totus. 
wen Deo verſor medio, que ſpiro, 
Dro grandeſcere eoncupiſco, 
ACEC 1 radiis paterna 
Luce receptis. 
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In him my comfort 
-. - AF Whip is hd; - 
He gave me all that he had n 
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did not ſuffice. 
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> 1 am wholly in Go. | 
x 1 th' midſt of God. I live and breathes 
2 In him I'm only bright, : 
The rays with which I ſhine beneath 
Are borrow'd from Mm light, 


va 


85 «- 1 am « whdlly Gov? 3 1 

O Lon I'm not at all mine N © 
Nor for another frees - 

Let life be a reflexion wy 


All things below thee, LogD, I judge | 
To be below my ſoul ; 


Oh let. my nobler mind even grudge, 
Itſelf in duſt to roll! 
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